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T  O 


Her  Moft  Sacred  Majefty, 

MARIA  TERESA, 

Qu  E  EN  of  H  U  N'G  A  R  Y, 

Empress  of  the  Romans, 

s 

YOUR  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  con- 
defcenfton  in  accepting  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  my  firft  eftay  on  the  medici¬ 
nal  virtues  of  hemlock,  has  excited  all 
my  diligence  and  attention  in  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  fame  purfuit. 

I  have  made  feveral  new  trials  of  this 
plant,  I  have  diligently  obferved  the 
hiftory  of  diforders,  I  have  carefully  col¬ 
lected  calcs  from  other  practitioners ;  and 

of  all  thefe,  this  fecond  eftay  is  .  com- 
pofed. 


It 


It  contains  feveral  uftful  oblervations 
and  one  truth  is  very  clearly  demonftrated 
in  it,  that  moil  cruel  and  dangerous  di- 
ftempers  are,  by  the  hemlock  alone,  a- 
bated,  cured. 

Many  perfons  are  now*  alive,  who, 
without,  this  remedy,  had  been  already5 
dead. 

As  every  thing  which  tends  to  the 
public  utility,  is  acceptable  to  your 
Majefty,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  this 
diflertation,  which  is  publifhed  with  that 
end,  will  be  favorably  received  by  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Majefty ’s 

moft  faithiul  fubjedt, 

r-  - 

s  .  *  t  V  * 

and  devoted  fervant, 

Antony  Storck. 
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rpH  E  oftener  I  have  adminiftered 
§  the  hemlock,  the  more  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  admiring  the 
virtue  and  efficacy  of  this  plant. 

There  are  numberlefs  diforders,  in 
which  it  is  of  great  benefit  and  ufe. 


But  it  is  needlefs  to  make  any  enco¬ 
miums  here  upon  this  plant,  as  the  cafes 
themfelves,  moil  carefully  collected, 
and  minutely  defcribed,  contain  fuffici- 
cent  accounts  of  its  jervice  and  impor-t 
tance. 


I  often  had  reafon  to  rejoice,  at  feeing 
patients  who  were  defpaired  of  and  aban- 
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cloned  by  other  phyhcians,  recovered  in 
confequence  of  having  ufed  this  plant, 
and '  completely  cured  of  every  com¬ 
plaint. 

What  can  be  dearer  to  any  man  than 
health  ? 

I  fhall  employ  therefore  all  the  lei— 
fure,  which  my  practice  will  allow  me, 
in  new  experiments,  and  in  difcovering 
remedies,  which  may  be  efficacious  in 
obftinate  difeafes. 

4 

Nor  are  my  hopes  of  fuccefs  entirely 

vain.  1  ' 

r  <  '  * 

I  fhall,  however,  attempt  nothing 
raffily ;  but  fhall  always  make  a  previous 
trial  on  brute  animals,  and  on  my  own 
perfon,  of  any  remedy  which  I  fhall  pro- 
pofe  to  adminifter  afterwards  to  any  of 
my  patients. 

In  this1  manner,  my  confcience  will 
be  fafe,  and  my  conduct  upright. 
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PREFACE, 


BY  THE 


Tranflator  of  the  following  ESSAY, 


O  write  a  preface  to  a  book,  is  often  en¬ 


deavoring  to  entertain  the  reader  about 


that  of  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  hitherto 
no  knowledge ;  but  as  moft  perfons  who  intend 
to  read  this  fecond  diflertation  of  Doctor 
Storck’s,  have  perufed  already  his  firft  effay,  a 
few  reflexions  concerning  his  opinion,  may 
without  impropriety,  be  prefixed  to  the  prefent 
publication. 

The  very  grounds  of  the  obligation  which 
mankind  will  owe  to  Doftor  Storck  for  this  dis¬ 
covery,  if  confirmed  to  be  true,  by  the  united 
voice  of  all  candid  practitioners  in  phyfic, 
appear  at  prefent  the  greateft  obftacie  that  it 
meets. 

To  prove,  in  oppofition  to  a  moft  ancient  and 
learned  prejudice,  that  hemlock  can,  not  only, 
be  fafely  taken  inwardly,  but  that  alfo,  in  every 
method  of  application,  it  is  of  confiderable  ef¬ 
ficacy  in  various  very  difficult  diforders,  and 
deferves,  even  in  fome,  to  be  accounted  a  fpe- 
cific  ;  is  taking  fo  huge  a  ftride  beyond  the  beaten 
path  of  medicinal  doClrines,  is  forcing,  with 
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loch  violence,  opinions  from  the  mind,  to 
which  deep-rooted  cuftom  had  rendered  them 
pleafing  and  familiar;  that  no  ridicule,  however 
unjuft,  but  will  be  thrown  upon  it ;  that  no 
objection,  however  weak,  but  will  be  enforced 
againft  it. 

Weak  or  interefted  men  have  often  fo  falfe- 
]y  attributed  eminent  virtues  to  various  plants 
and  preparations,  that  not  only  univerfal  medi¬ 
cines,  which  are  as  contrary  to  experience  as 
to  reafon,  are  now  unanimoufly  decried;  but 
even  every  effort  made  to  prove  the  efficacy  of 
any  new  remedy,  in  feveral  different  com¬ 
plaints,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  the  effedt  of 
credulity  or  deceit ;  and  in  order  to  acquire  a  re¬ 
putation  in  the  world,  after  having  cured  the 
diforders  for  which  it  has  been  applied,  it  muft 
like  wife  overcome  the  ridicule  of  being  com¬ 
pared,  by  the  affecters  of  wit,  and  the  lovers  of 
fufpicion,  to  former  attempts  of  the  like  kind, 
that  began  with  fuccefs,  and  ended  in  difap- 
pointment. 

What  has  happened  to  men  of  the  moft  fenfe  and 
candor,  has  alfo  been  the  lot  of  Dodtor  Storck. 

Some  few  perfons  have,  at  the  fame  time, 
,4iccufed  him  of  afferting  more  than  he  obferved, 
and  of  meaning  more  than  he  afferted.  They 
who  could  fcarce  give  credit  to  the  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes  he  relates,  in  which,  fome  of  the 
complaints  were  cured,  and  fome  relieved  by 
the  hemlock  plant,  chofe,  however,  to  attri¬ 
bute  to  him  a  defign  of  extending  its  ufe  to 
much  greater  lengths,  and  of  paffing  it  for  an 
infallible  fpecific  in  many  diftempers,  differing 

effentially 
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effentially  from  each  other,  and  in  every  com¬ 
plicated  combination  of  circumftances  and 
Symptoms  that  could  poflibly  attend  them. 

But,  far  from  a  defire  of  exaggeration.  Doc¬ 
tor  Storck  feems  indeed  to  Start  back,  and  be 
amazed  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  experiments, 
and  at  the  extenfivenefs  of  his  difcovery ;  and 
what  is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  conclufive  in  his 
favor,  his  correfpondents  have  administered  this 
medicine  in  a  greater  variety  of  diftempers,  and 
have  related  more  furprifing  cures  than  moft  of 
thofe  which  he  communicates  to  the  public 
from  his  own  experience. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  any  multitude  of 
fads,  however  well  fupported,  or  reafons  how¬ 
ever  valid,  it  will  Still  carry  the  appearance  of 
falfehood,  or  of  folly,  to  declare  that  any  one 
remedy  has  completely  cured  difeafes  fo  diffe¬ 
rent  from  each  other,  as  the  gout,  the  fcurvy, 
and  the  rheumatifm,  together  with  fchirrous 
fwellings,  and  ulcerated  cancers.  The  cenfure 
would  certainly  prove  juft,  were  it  pretended, 
from  thefe  Angle  inftances  of  fuccefs,  to  draw  a 
general  conclusion  in  favor  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  medicine,  in  all  other  gouts,  fcurvies,  rheu¬ 
matifm  s,  whatfoever,  as  well  as  in  every  can¬ 
cer. 

But  here  the  error  lies,  which  is  fo  favorable 
to  phyiical  pretenders  who  are  willing  to  de¬ 
ceive,  and  fo  plaufible  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  true  nature  of  diforders. 

The  common  reader  will,  perhaps,  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  furprifed  to  hear  what  every  judicious 
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ftudent  of  the  medical  art  niuft  be  fenfible  of, 
that  difeafes  are  not  fo  much  to  be  coniidered 
from  the  figns  which  manifeft  them  outwardly, 
as  from  the  inward  caufes  which  produce  them  ; 
that  tofoften  a  fwelling,  or  mitigate  a  pain,  for 
the  prefent  moment,  is  to  palliate,  not  to  cure  ; 
a  temporary  relief  attended  frequently  by  fiw 
tore  evil ;  that  he  alone  poflfeffes  the  merit,  and 
deferves  the  reputation  of  a  true  phyfician, 
who,  with  a  view  to  the  real  amendment  of 
his  patient’s  health  and  conftitution,  attacks 
the  diforder  in  its  fource,  endeavoring  to  rectify 
that  difpofition  of  the  folids,  and  correct  thole 
vices  of  the  humors,  which  have  been  the  cau¬ 
fes  of  its  appearance ;  and  preferring  to  take 
away  the  foundation  of  the  ill,  rather  than  to 
be  employed  in  alleviating,  fucceffively,  the 
confequences  that  might  arife  from  it. 

They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  animal 
oeconomy,  when  found  and  when  difturbed,  are 
fufficiently  confcious,  that  according  to  the  tem¬ 
peraments  of  men,  and  to  external  circum- 
flances,  which  vary  to  fo  great  a  degree,  fymp- 
toms  very  diflant  in  their  appearance  from  each 
other,  are  produced,  however,  by  the  fame  al¬ 
teration  of  the  firm,  or  the  fame  corruption  of 
the  fluid  parts ;  as  well  as  that,  from  caufes 
very  feparate  in  themfelves,  the  fame  diforder 
may  often  arife. 

Hence  it  appears  not  difficult  to  account,  why  re¬ 
medies,  whole  efficacy  confifts  in  deftroying  the 
paufe  of  ill,  and  which  have  been  reckoned  moll 
fpepific,  fuch  as  mercury,  for  example,  and  the 
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bark,  fometimes  fail  in  curing  venereal  infections 
or  intermitting  fevers  ;  why,  in  the  fame  difor- 
der,  the  experienced  practitioner  muflrchange  fo 
often  his  method  and  his  medicines;  why  one 
remedy  is  capable  of  curing  different  complaints; 
and  why  that  remedy,  which  has  proved  once 
fuccefsful,  may  not  be  always  found  fufficient 
againft  the  like  complaint. 

From  this  doCtrine,  perhaps,  fometimes  not 
fufficiently  confidered,  tho  confirmed  and  allow¬ 
ed,  of  different  diftempers  arifing  from  the  fame 
origin,  and  different  fources  producing  the  fame 
diftemper,  by  a  variation  of  difpofitions  and  cir- 
cumftances,  the  following  conclufions  may  be 
reafonably  deduced  :  that,  of  thofe  evils  againft 
each  of  which  any  one  remedy  commonly  pre¬ 
vails,  the  predifpofing  caufes  are  generally  the 
fame,  fubjeCted  to  thofe  exceptions  only  where 
this  remedy  is  found  to  fail ;  that  thofe  difeafes, 
which  on  various  occafions  require  oppofite  ap¬ 
plications,  depend  on  many  principles ;  that  the 
feveral  diforders  which  a  fingle  remedy  fubdues, 
however  diftant  in  their  appearances,  are  con¬ 
nected  in  their  caufes  ;  and  that  therefore,  in 
thefe  cafes  where  Dr.  Storck  and  his  correfpon- 
dents  have  found  the  hemlock  efficacious  in 
other  diftempers  as  well  as  in  cancerous  com¬ 
plaints,  in  which  laft  it  is  an  almoft  certain  and 
fovran  cure,  there  exifted  an  analogy  between 
that  habit  of  body  of  which  cancers  are  commonly 
the  confequence,  and  that  other  which,  in  the 
inftances  related  by  thefe  gentlemen,  produced 
the  fcurvy,  gout,  or  rheumatifm. 


He 
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He  who  confiders  with  attention  thefe  confe- 
quences  which  I  have  drawn  from  undoubted 
truths,  will  become  fenfible  of  the  injuflice  with 
which  we  are  apt  to  confound  with  the  credu¬ 
lous  or  deceitful,  who  boafl  of  fecrets  infallible 
in  many  ills,  thole  other  perfons  who  feek  reme¬ 
dies  againft  inveterate  ailments  with  fagacity, 
judgment  and  experience,  as  well  as  with  hu¬ 
manity,  candor,  and  difintereftednefs,  and  who 
content  themfelves  limply  with  relating  thofe 
Inftances  in  which  they  or  others  have  found 
fuch  particular  plants  or  preparations  ufeful. 

It  well  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  Dcdlor 
Storck,  nor  any  of  thofe  who  followed  his  di¬ 
rections,  have  ever  adminiftered  the  hemlock 
till  the  medicines  moft  commended  in  limilar 
complaints  had  been  found  ineffectual.  This 
conduct  they  have  purfued,  after  multiplied  fuc- 
cefs,  even  in  all  the  fchirrous  or  cancerous  cafes 
which  have  been  entrufted  to  their  care.  Much 
lefs  were  they  inclined  to  prefcribe  it  in  other 
diforders,  where  they  had  fewer  grounds  to  ex¬ 
pect  benefit  from  it.  And  if  any  thing  can  en- 
fure  the  reputation  ot  this  remedy,  furely  it  muff 
be,  that  many  perfbns,  in  many  places,  have 
received  infinite  fervice  from  it,  in  various  de- 
Iperate  difeafes,  which  had  refilled  the  moil 
powerful  remedies,  and  had  been  thought  incu¬ 
rable  by  fome  of  the  belt  phyficians. 

To  the  examples  of  its  fuccefs  in  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Flanders,  which  are  inferted  in  Doc¬ 
tor  Storck’s  difiertation,  I  may  with  confidence 
lubj,oin,  that  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland  feveral 
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cures  have  been  performed  by  it ;  and  that  even 
in  London,  where  it  has  met  with  multiplied 
obftr udtions  from  the  eagernefs  of  fome  who  had 
not  patience  to  wait  the  effedl  of  its  operation, 
from  the  interefted  clamors  of  others,  from  the 
miftake  which  feveral  have  committed  in  choo- 
fing  a  wrong  fpecies  of  the  hemlock,  and  from 
the  too  great  nicety  of  apothecaries  in  depurat¬ 
ing  the  juice,  many  perfons,  however,  have  re¬ 
ceived  benefit  from  it. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  the  pleafing  fancy  of  fup- 
pofing  this  article  in  medicine  carried  to  perfec¬ 
tion,  nothing  more  now  feems  neceflary  to  com¬ 
plete  the  difcovery  of  this  ingenuous  and  hu¬ 
mane  phyfician,  and  to  render  it  fuperior,  per¬ 
haps,  to  mercury,  opium,  or  the  bark,  as  far 
as  we  are  yet  acquainted  with  them,  than  to 
pofiefs  the  method  of  diilinguifhing  with  cer¬ 
tainty  from  the  reft,  the  few  cancerous  and  fchir- 
rous  cafes  in  which  this  plant  is  ufelefs  or  per¬ 
nicious;  and  of  finding  out,  on  the  contrary,  the 
particular  kinds  of  gout,  fcurvy,  rheumatifm, 
and  other  diforders,  where  it  may  be  admini- 
ftered  with  fecurity  and  advantage. 

After  having  hitherto  confidered  the  conduct 
of  the  author  of  the  following  differtation,  the 
tranflator  of  it  defires  to  be  heard  a  moment  for 
himfelf. 

An  original  work,  in  any  language,  may  be 
written  with  latitude  and  fpirit ;  intended  for 
the  learned,  technical  terms  may  be  frequently 
employed,  allufions  may  be  admitted,  many 
things  are  fuppofed  to  be  underftood  previoufly 
by  the  reader. 

If  the  latin  tongue  is  chofen,  it  is  addrefled 
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to  perfons  of  knowlege  in  every  part,  precluding, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  ignorant  of  all  nations. 

Tranflations  from  a  living  language,  or  even 
from  any  other  of  the  dead  ones,  may  afpire  to 
a  higher  clafs  of  readers  ;  but  he,  who  changes 
latin  phrafes  into  englifh,  muft  feldom  expect  to 
be  perufed  but  by  the  young  and  ignorant;  ex¬ 
cept,  perhaps,  when  men  of  letters,  from  a  fpirit 
of  criticifm  and  curiofity,  condefcend  to  run  it 
over,  according  to  their  phrafe,  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes. 

Let  fuch,  therefore,  refledt,  that  this  tranfla- 
tion  is  by  no  means  calculated  for  them ;  that 
confequently,  all  latin  and  greek  words  are  ge¬ 
nerally  left  out,  when  more  familiar  expreffions 
could  be  recollected  ;  that  the  good  opinion  of 
the  public  being  fometimes  neceffary  as  a  fanc- 
tion  to  practitioners  in  the  prefcribing  of  new 
remedies,  fo  care  has  been  tak^n  to  adapt  to 
the  general  perufal  the  tranflatipn  of  this  effay 
on  the  virtues  of  hemlock,  by  avoiding,  as  much 
as  poffible,  technical  and  appropriated  terms,  by 
endevoring  to  hide  all  foreign  or  uncouth  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  by  rendering  the  file  as  clear, 
as  concife,  and  as  little  aukward,  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjedt  and  the  abilities-  of  the  tranf- 
lator  would  allow. 
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C  FI  A  P  T  E  R  I. 

KfANY  difputes  have  arifen  among1 

Vs  i  /•  •  JEa'/I  ^ 

phyiicians  and  botanilts,  con- 
M  llffil  cerning  the  particular  fpecies  of 
hemlock  of  which  I  have  pre- 


pared  the  extradt. 

The  defcription,  however,  which  I  gave 
of  it  from  Morifon,  in  my  former  differ  tation, 
was  fufficiently  clean 

I  fhall  therefore  only  add  at  prefent,  that 
the  hemlock  which  I  employ  is  the  large  y  com - 
mon,  Jpotted,  Jl inking  hemlock. 

Linnaeus  mentions  it  under  the  name  of 
Conium  jeminibus  Jlriatis>  in  his  book  of  the 
fpecies  of  plants,  page  243,  number  1. 

It  is  defcribed  by  Mathiolus  in  p.  772. 

Cafpar  Bauhin  has  it  in  p.  160.  Tabern, 
in  p.  1 170. 

Clufius  calls  it  Cicutaria  major  vulgaris* 
See  hift.  2*  p.  200. 

For  the  purpofe  of  an  extraft,  this  plant  is 
beft  gathered  before  its  flowers  are  full  blown. 

Every  part  of  the  plant,  except  the  root, 
may  be  employed  upon  this  occafion. 

The  juice,  expreffed  into  an  earthen  glazed 
veflel,  is  to  be  placed  over  a  flow  fire,  and  often 
ftirred,  in  order  to  be  boiled  to  the  confid¬ 
ence  of  a  thick  extract. 

A  Apo- 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Apothecaries  feem  to  have  been  too  careful 
in  depurating  this  juice ;  for  I  rather  prefer 
the  extrad  which  is  thickeft,  and  almoft  equal 
to  a  pulp.  7 

It  may  alfo  be  prepared  from  a  decodion 
of  the  dried  plant,  when  it  cannot  be  pro¬ 
cured  frefh :  but  by  this  means  its  efficacy  is 
very  much  diminifhed. 

Some  hundreds  weight  of  the  extrad  of 
hemlock,  prepared  from  the  dried  plant,  have 
been  fent  from  Vienna  into  other  countries. 
It  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  and 
gives  me  great  uneafinefs ;  for  the  extrad  thus 
prepared  cannot  produce  fuch  good  nor  fuch 
quick  effeds,  as  if  it  had  been  made  from 
the  plant  when  frefh. 

This  herb  was  always  fufpeded  by  the  apo¬ 
thecaries  to  be  poifonous ;  fo  that  at  firft  they 
were  unwilling  to  prepare  as  great  a  quantity 
as  I  forefaw  would  be  neceffary. 

But  when  a  demand  was  made  for  it  from 
all  parts,  the  frefh  plant  was  no  longer  to  be 
found. 
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A  Female  fervant,  twenty-two  years 
old,  complained  ever  fince  her  child¬ 
hood  of  fchirrous  fwellings  of  the  glands  un¬ 
der  the  ears,  and  near  the  jaw-bone.  Five 
years  ago  a  large  fwelling  arofe  in  her  left 
cheek,  which,  extending  itfelf  down  the 
fame  fide  of  her  neck,  to  her  collar-bone, 

was 
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was  hard  always  as  a  ftone,  and  without  pain. 

Within  thefe  laft  three  years  this  fwelling 
gradually  increafed  to  the  fize  of  a  man’s 
head  ;  the  glands  of  the  arm-pits  became 
alfo  hard  ;  fifteen  fchirs  the  fmallefl:  of 
which  was  equal  to  a  hen’s  egg,  filled  alio 
the  right  fide  of  the  neck ;  and  both  her 
breafts  were  likewife  become  fchirrous. 

This  woman,  difagreeable  as  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  muft  render  her,  contracted,  however,  the 
venereal  diforder. 

She  came  on  this  occafion  to  our  holpital. 

I  treated  the  new  infection  with  antivene- 
real  decoCtions,  and  purges  mixed  with  calo¬ 
mel  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
fome  of  the  pocky  fymptoms  were  mitigated. 

But,  as  this  method  of  cure  feemed  too 
flow,  I  changed  it  in  favour  of  a  folution  of 
corrofive  fublimate  in  corn  fpirits,  together 
with  a  ftrong  and  plentiful  decoCtion  of  bur¬ 
dock  root. 

By  this  means  fhe  was  perfectly  cured  of 
the  venereal  diforder  in  thefpace  of  five  weeks. 

But  no  alteration  happened  in  the  fchirrous 
fwellings ;  except,  that  in  the  right  breafl: 
greater  pain  was  felt. 

I  was  now  willing  to  attempt  diffolving 
thefe  feveral  fchirs ;  but  the  patient  would 
confent  to  remain  no  longer  in  the  hofpital, 

A  2 

*  The  tranflator,  who  cannot  but  be  offended,  as  well  as 
jnoft  readers  are,  with  the  difagreeable  hiffmg  of  the  word 
fchirujfes ,  and  conlidering  alfo  f<£irs  as  a  found  more  natural, 
and  better  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  Englifh  language,  he- 
fitated  not  in  his  preference,  nor  ftrove  to  find  an  authority  in 
his  favour. 
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firmly  perfuaded,  as  fhe  was,  that  no  medicine 
whatever  could  have  any  effedt  on  fwellings  of 
fo  large  a  fize,  and  fo  antient  a  handing. 

She  was  difmiffed  :  But  being  long  accu- 
ftomed  to  aloofe  and  abandoned  life,  fhe  was 
not  fufficiently  cautious  in  her  conduct ;  fo 
that,  being  caught  in  the  commiffion  of  a 
crime,  fhe  was  ordered  to  be  confined  in  a 


There  fhe  took  a  continual  fever;  and  thus 
was  again  brought  to  our  hofpital. 

Antiphlogiftic  remedies  were  applied;  and 
fhe  recovered  from  this  new  diforder  in  a 
fortnight. 

And  now  flic  was  better  pleafed  ftill  to 
continue  in  the  hofpital,  than  to  be  conducted 
back  to  prifon. 

Thus  an  excellent  opportunity  offered  of 
trying  how  far  the  power  and  virtues  of  the 
hemlock  would  extend. 

I  applied  nothing  outwardly  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  in  order  to  difcover  what  the  inward  ufe 
alone  of  hemlock  could  effedt  againft  fuch  ob- 
ftinate  fwellings. 

I  adminiftered,  morning  and  evening,  four 
pills,  each  of  which  weighed  two  grains. 

In  five  days  time  the  feveral  fwellings  were 
already  more  moveable ;  and  the  large  fwell- 
ing  on  the  left  lide  of  the  neck  was  much 
fofter  to  the  touch. 

This  circumftance  convinced  me  that  hem¬ 
lock  taken  inwardly  alone  was  of  great  effica¬ 
cy  ;  of  much  greater,  indeed,  than  the  ftrong- 
^fl  preparations  of  mercury,  howfoever  applied. 
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In  order  to  haften  the  cure,  however,  I 
ordered  the  feveral  fwellings  to  be  covered 
with  a  hemlock- plaifter,  and  over  this  a  ca- 
taplafm  alfo  of  the  fame  herb  ;  and  I  increa- 
fed  the  dofe  of  the  pills. 

The  tenth  day,  the  fchir  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  neck  was  confiderably  fofter  and  fmaller 
than  before. 

The  fame  alteration  I  perceived  in  both 
breafts. 

The  reft  of  the  fwellings,  tho  lefs  hard, 
were  not  diminifhed  in  their  fize,  and,  to¬ 
wards  the  furface,  were  inflamed  and  painful. 

The  feventeenth  day,  the  fwelling  in  the 
left  part  of  the  neck  was  now  much  fmaller ; 
both  breafts  were  foft  and  moveable ;  the  o- 
ther  fchirs  began  to  tend  towards  fuppura- 
tion. 

The  patient  now  fwallowed  fix  pills  in  the 
morning,  and  as  many  in  the  evening :  each 
pill  contained  four  grains. 

The  twenty-fourth  day,  fome  of  the  fchirs 
were  already  turned  into  matter;  they  were 
not  however  laid  open  by  the  knife,  becaufe 
the  fkin  feemed  to  threaten  rupture. 

The  fwelling  of  the  neck,  and  thofe  of 
the  breafts,  were  diminifhed. 

On  the  following  days,  fome  of  the  fwell¬ 
ings  burft,  and  gave  iflue  to  a  good  and  plen¬ 
tiful  pus ;  however,  the  plafter  and  cataplafm 
were  ftill  applied. 

The  thirty-fixth  day,  the  fwelling  in  fome 
places  difappeared,  and  in  fome  parts  the 
fkin  which  had  burft  began  to  join  ;  the 
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fchirrous  fwellings  of  the  neck  and  breaftg 
were  diminifhed  two  thirds  of  their  former 
fize. 

I  now  began  to  adminifter  five  pills  four 
times  a  day,  every  pill  weighing  four  grains ; 
nor  did  I  afterwards  encreafe  that  quantity. 

And  thus,  by  the  continued  application  of 
the  plafler  and  the  cataplafm  of  hemlock, 
and  by  the  ufe  of  the  extract  of  the  fame 
herb,  this  woman  was  perfectly  cured  in  the 
fpace  of  lefs  than  three  months ;  her  neck 
and  breafts  returned  to  their  natural  Hate;  and, 
from  being  a  moft  dreadful  objedt,  fhe  be¬ 
came  tolerably  handfome  and  agreeable. 

The  menfes  appeared  at  proper  intervals, 
and  in  fufficient  quantity  \  nor  did  their  pre¬ 
fence  interrupt  the  application  of  the  reme¬ 
dies,  which  fhe  continued  to  take  without  the 
leaf!  inconvenience. 

An  antiphlogiftic  purgative  was  admini- 
ftered  to  her  twice  only,  during  the  whole 
time,  when  fhe  happened  to  be  coftive. 

The  hemlock  produced  not  the  leaf:  dif- 
order  or  difturbance  in  her  health  or  confti- 
tution :  her  ftomach  remained  good,  her 
ftrength  was  not  diminifhed,  nor  did  fhe 
complain  of  any  pain. 

It  gave  me  great  joy  to  find  fuch  a  rebelli¬ 
ous  and  obftinate  diforder  fo  very  eafily  and 
perfectly  cured  by  the  foie  ufe  of  hemlock. 

And  as  this  patient  behaved  with  great  de¬ 
cency  and  piety  while  fhe  was  treated  in  the 
hofpital,  and  as  fhe  promifed  to  remain  ho¬ 
ned: 
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neft  for  the  future,  I  obtained  her  pardon  and 
her  liberty. 
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Woman,  fix  and  thirty  years  of  age. 


£ jL  was  brought  to  our  hofpital  on  account 
of  a  large,  hard,  and  painful  fwelling  of  her 
left  breaft. 

I  found  the  fwelling  equal  to  a  child's 
head,  hard,  unmoveable,  and,  towards  the 
furface,  divided  into  feveral  fmaller,  fofter, 
and  more  painful  lumps  or  elevations ;  the 
veins  were  diftended  ;  the  left  arm  was  fwol- 
len,  and  in  fuch  pain,  that  it  could  not  be 
moved. 

I  applied  outwardly  fome  of  the  fofteft 
linen,  in  order  to  preferve  the  parts  from  be¬ 
ing  hurt  by  rubbing ;  and,  as  to  inward  re¬ 
medies,  I  ordered  to  be  taken,  morning  and 
evening,  twelve  grains  of  the  extradt  of  hem¬ 
lock,  befides  an  infufion  of  ground-ivy. 

The  fourth  day  after  this  treatment  was 
begun,  the  breaft  was  fofter  to  the  touch ; 
but  the  lumps  grew  larger,  and  from  them 
fome  ichorous  matter  ifiued  out  ;  the  pains, 
befides,  were  great ;  and  at  night  an  opiate  be¬ 
came  neceflary. 

The  feventh  day,  the  fymptoms  being  the 
fame,  I  gave,  morning  and  evening,  eighteen 
grains  of  the  extradt. 

The  ninth  day,  three  lumps  broke,  and 
from  them  ifliied  a  large  quantity  of  dark 
colored  flunking  matter;  the  bignefs  of  the 
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breaft,  and  the  acutenefs  of  the  pains,  were 
much  decreafed. 

The  eleventh  day,  fetid  ichor  came  away 
in  plenty  ;  the  pain  was  moderate  ;  -  the  color 
of  the  breaft  was  reddifh,  nor  did  any  li- 
vidnefs  appear. 

I  now  gave,  morning  and  evening,  a  fcrupla 
of  the  extraft  of  hemlock. 

The  fourteenth  day,  the  ulcers  difcharged 
a  very  large  quantity  of  ichor. 

The  breaft  was  fmaller ;  but  the  patient's 
ftrength  was  much  diminifhed ;  her  whole 
body  Ihuddered ;  and  foon  after  her  pulfe 
quickened  ;  and  ihe  became  hot  and  thirfty. 

On  this,  I  decreafed  the  dofe  of  the  ex- 
trad:,  and  adminiftered  only  ten  grains  in  the 
morning,  and  as  much  at  night;  but  I  order¬ 
ed,  befides,  a  dram  of  the  beft  peruvian 
bark  to  be  taken  every  three  hours  in  the 
day. 

The  fixteenth  day,  the  fhudderings  were 
lefs  frequent ;  inftead  of  ichor,  pus  was  now- 
difcharged ;  the  patient  was  ftill,  however,  weak 
and  thirfty:  the  fame  remedies  were  continued. 

The  twenty  firft  day,  no  fhudderings  were 
now  perceived ;  her  ftrength  was  encreafed, 
and  her  appetite  returned;  the  pus  difcharged 
was  good,  and  the  breaft  reaffumed  alrnoft  its 
natural  color:  the  fwelling  that  ftill  re¬ 
mained,  was,  however,  very  hard,  but  not  in 
the  leaft  painful. 

The  fame  treatment  was  continued  fix 
days  longer;  but  things  perfifted  yet  in  the 
fame  ftate. 
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This  circumftance  induced  me,  on  the 
twenty-feventh  day,  to  encreafe  again  the 
dofe  ;  and  I  gave  eighteen  grains  of  the  hem- 
lock-extrad  in  the  morning,  and  as  much  at 
night.  I  ordered  alfo  a  dram  of  peruvian  bark 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day ;  outwardly  I  applied 
a  cataplafm  of  milk  and  hemlock  ;  the  holes 
of  the  bread;  were  filled  with  fine  lint,  which 
had  been  moiftened  in  an  infufion  of  hem¬ 
lock. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  patient  recovered 
ftrength ;  the  color  of  her  bread:  was  natu¬ 
ral  ;  the  matter  in  the  ulcer  was  of  the  right 
kind ;  fhe  eat  heartily,  and  dept  foundly.  I 
now  ordered  no  more  bark,  but  returned  to 
the  ufe  of  hemlock  alone ;  I  adminidiered, 
morning  and  evening,  a  fcruple  of  the  ex- 
trad:,  with  a  few  ounces  of  the  infufion  of 
elder-flowers,  and  the  leaves  of  fpeedwell 
and  ground-ivy. 

The  fiftieth  day,  the  fize  of  the  bread:  was 
confiderably  diminifhed ;  and  the  pus  was 
good  ;  but  the  pain  was  fo  acute,  that  fhe 
pafled  the  nights  difquietly,  notwithstanding 
the  help  of  opiates. 

I  obferved,  however,  that,  after  fuch  great 
pains,  a  very  large  quantity  of  ferum  came 
away  from  the  ulcers,  and  that  the  fwelling 
was  dimim^ ted. 

I  then  c  yered  a  dram  of  the  extrad  to  be 
taken  every  day ;  and  the  hemlock-fomenta¬ 
tion  was  alfo  diligently  continued. 

On  the  fixty-fourth  day,  the  ulcer  of  the 
bread:  difcharg’d  ferum  in  great  quantities;  but 
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the  lips  of  the  ulcer,  which  had  been  hitherto 
extremely  obdurate,  thick,  callous,  and  ex¬ 
ternally  contracted,  now  began  to  foften,  re- 
folve,  and  partly  to  be  confumed  by  the  pus  : 
the  patient’s  ftrength  continued. 

I  encreafed  the  dofe  of  the  extract,  and 
adminiftered  eighty  grains  of  it  every  day. 

The  ulcer  of  the  breaft  ftill  continued  to 
difcharge  ferum  in  very  great  plenty  ;  no 
good  pus  came  now  away ;  and  yet  a  fetid 
fmell  was  not  perceived. 

On  the  feventieth  day,  the  patient  com¬ 
plained  of  a  drynefs  in  her  breaft,  and  la¬ 
boured  under  a  little  ihort  cough  without 
ipitting ;  the  fize  of  the  breaft,  as  well  as  of 
the  lips  of  the  ulcer,  was  now  much  fmaller ; 
the  pain  was  by  fits  extremely  vehement; 
the  patient  became  weak,  and  emitted  a  very 
fetid  fmell. 

I  therefore  had  again  recourfe  to  the  pe~ 
ruvian  bark,  of  which  I  now  prefcribed  half 
an  ounce  to  be  taken  every  day,  and  half  a 
dram  of  the  hemlock-extradt. 

I  ordered  the  patient,  befides,  to  drink  plen¬ 
tifully  of  whey,  or  of  a  ftrong  decodtion  of 
marfh-mallows  root  and  liquorice. 

The  borders  of  the  ulcers  I  covered  with 
hemlock-piafter ;  and  the  ulcer  itfelf  was 
wafhed  with  an  infuiion  of  hemlock,  to  e- 
very  pound  of  which  two  drams  were  add¬ 
ed  of  the  vinegar  of  litharge. 

The  patient’s  ftrength  returned  by  degrees  ; 
the  cough  was  over ;  the  exceflive"  difcharge 
of  ichor  was  diminifhed ;  and  good  matter 
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appeared  again  in  the  ulcer  :  but  the  pain  was 
violent  again,  nor  could  deep  be  obtained 
without  an  opiate. 

The  eightieth  day,  the  patient  was  pretty 
well ;  the  lips  of  the  ulcer  were  leffened, 
moveable,  and  free  from  pain ;  the  ulcer  of 
the  bread;  was  clean ;  the  hardnefs  was  not  fo 
great ;  the  pain  was  little ;  the  drength  was 
tolerable ;  and  the  domach  good. 

I  then  ordered  two  fcruples  a  day  of  the 
hemlock-extradt,  as  well  as  two  drams  of 
peruvian  bark,  befides  plenty  of  whey,  and 
an  emollient  decodtion  :  the  external  applica¬ 
tions  were  dill  the  fame. 

On  the  ninetieth  day,  the  fize  of  the  bread 
was  confiderably  leffened ;  the  lips  were  of  a 
bright  red,  and  foft ;  and  the  ulcer  difcharged 
matter  of  the  right  kind. 

I  then  abdained  from  the  bark,  but  en- 
creafed  the  dofe  of  the  hemlock-extradt  to 
an  entire  dram. 

The  hundredth  day,  things  wore  dill  a 
more  favorable  afpedt ;  the  pus  was  good ; 
the  patient  had  fufficient  drength,  and  pafled 
the  nights  very  well. 

I  then  prefcribed  four  fcruples  of  the  ex¬ 
tract  ;  and  every  thing  elfe  was  carefully  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  hundred  and  fourteenth  day,  the  lips 
were  foul ;  plenty  of  ferum  was  difcharged 
from  the  ulcer ;  but  the  bignefs  of  the  bread 
was  leffened  ;  the  pain  was  inconiiderable ; 
and  the  drength  was  good. 

B  2  A  dram 
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A  dram  and  a  half  a  day  was  now  admi- 
niftered  of  the  extradl ;  and  a  cataplafm  of 
hemlock  applied  all  over  the  ulcer  and  the 
lips. 

In  four  days  time,  hard  broad  cores  came 
away  from  the  lips ;  the  ulcer  difcharged  a 
vaft  quantity  of  ichor  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  fwelling  of  the  breaft  and  lips 
was  almoft  fuddenly  diminifhed. 

But  at  this  time,  the  patient  became  again 
extremely  weak  ;  a  little  fever  appeared  a- 
new,  which  was  often  attended  with  fhiver- 
ings. 

Upon  this,  I  prefcribed  half  an  ounce  a 
day  of  peruvian  bark,  as  alfo  a  fcruple  of 
hemlock-extradl ;  I  applied  to  the  lips  a 
plafter.  of  the  fame  plant ;  and  the  ulcers 
were  filled  with  lint,  which  had  been  fteep- 
ed  in  a  flight  infufion  of  hemlock  and  vine¬ 
gar  of  litharge  ;  plenty  of  whey  was  ordered 
to  be  drank,  together  with  a  decodtion  of 
marfh-mallows  root  and  liquorice. 

The  hundred  and  thirtieth  day,  a  little  fe- 
rum  was  difcharged  from  the  ulcer ;  but 
there  was  plenty  of  good  pus ;  the  lips  were 
fmall,  reddifh,  without  pain ;  and  the  flrength 
was  fomewhat  recovered. 

However,  I  continued  the  fame  dofe  of 
the  bark  ;  that  of  the  extradt  I  encreafed  to 
half  a  dram;  the  fame  external  remedies 
were  ftill  applied. 

The  hundred  and  thirty-fixth  day,  every 
thing  was  in  a  more  favorable  ftate  :  there 
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was  no  complaint  of  weakncfs  by  day,  nor 
of  reftlelTnels  in  the  night. 

I  now  thought  proper  to  decreafe  the  dofe 
of  the  peruvian  bark,  to  two  drams  a  day ; 
that  of  the  extrafl:  I  augmented  to  an  entire 
dram  every  day,  together  with  plenty  of 
whey :  the  outward  applications  were  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  hundred  and  forty-fecond  day,  the 
patient  was  much  better ;  the  lips  were  quite 
foftened  ;  and  nothing  but  a  ipongy  fubftance 
feemed  to  remain. 

I  then  forbore  from  ordering  the  bark,  re¬ 
lying  on  the  hemlock  and  whey,  together 
with  the  external  remedies  as  before. 

The  hundred  and  fiftieth  day,  the  fwellings 
being  ftill  lefs,  and  every  way  in  a  more  fa¬ 
vorable  condition,  the  pus  good,  and  the 
ftrength  fufficient,  I  gave  four  fcruples  a  day 
of  the  extract ;  and  outwardly  I  applied  a  ca- 
taplafm  of  hemlock  alone. 

The  hundred  and  fixtieth  day,  the  lips 
were  very  fmall,  indeed  fcarce  more  than  the 
common  thicknefs  of  the  (kin  ;  the  hardnefs 
almoft  gone ;  the  ftrength  pretty  well  reco¬ 
vered;  and  hardly  any  pain. 

I  now  ordered  daily  a  dram  and  a  half  of 
the  extrafl: :  a  cataplafm  by  day,  and  a  pla- 
fter  during  the  night,  of  hemlock,  were  alfo 
applied. 

The  ulcer  was  quite  fmooth  by  the  hundred 
and  feventieth  day  ;  all  fwelling,  all  hardnefs, 
were  now  no  more  ;  and  the  lips  were  utterly 
con  fumed. 
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The  cataplafm  of  hemlock  was  ftill  applied 
for  the  fpace  of  three  days,  and  the  fame  dofe 
of  the  extradl  was  continued. 

In  this  fituation,  all  hardnefs  being  foften- 
ed,  and  a  conliderable  quantity  of  ferum  dif- 
charging  from  the  ulcer,  however  clean,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  applying  outwardly 
forne  lint  fteeped  in  a  very  weak  infufion  of 
hemlock;  inwardly,  indeed,  I  ordered  half 
a  dram  of  bark  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day,  and  fix  grains  of  the  hemlock-extradt 
every  morning  and  evening,  together  with 
large  and  frequent  draughts  of  whey. 

The  glands  of  the  arm-pits,  which  were 
alfo  become  fchirrous,  returned  to  the  natural 
Hate  almoft  at  the  fame  time ;  three  lumps 
only  remained,  each  of  which  was  near  the 
bignefs  of  a  pea. 

The  arm,  which  could  not  ftir  without 
exquifite  pain,  was  become  now  moveable  ; 
and  the  patient’s  ftrength  was  tolerably  reco¬ 
vered. 


The  fixth  day,  a  white  cuticle  or  thin  Ikin 
began  to  appear  from  the  borders  of  the  ul¬ 
cer,  which,  extending  itfelf  gradually  towards 
the  centre,  promifed  a  re-union  of  the  ulcer. 

The  fourteenth  day,  by  the  continuation 
of  the  fame  inward  remedies  and  external  ap¬ 
plications,  the  ulcer  was  almoft  clofed  with 
this  thin  fkin ;  which,  however,  broke  again 
here  and  there ;  and  from  the  opening  a  (harp 
ferous  humour  was  difeharged. 

I  therefore  prefcribed  a  purgative,  compo- 
fed  of  half  a  dram  of  rhubarb,  eight  grains 

of 
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of  fcammony,  and  fifteen  grains  of  polychreft 
fait. 

The  patient  was  worked  fix  times,  and 
found  herfelf  very  well. 

Two  days  afterwards,  I  ordered  a-new  the 
former  dofe  of  peruvian  bark  and  hemlock- 
extrad ;  and  outwardly  was  applied  a  very 
weak  infufion  of  hemlock  as  before. 

The  new  lkin  was  now  become  ftronger 
and  more  firm ;  which,  however,  was  ftill 
corroded  in  many  places  by  the  acrid  matter 
that  difcharged  itfelf  from  the  ulcer. 

On  this  account  the  former  purge  was  again 
repeated,  after  an  interval  of  eight  days. 

I  again  returned  to  the  bark  and  ex- 
trad:  in  the  fame  dofes  ;  but  externally  I  ap¬ 
plied  fome  nutritive  ointment. 

In  twenty  days  the  cicatrice  was  firm ;  no 
trace  of  the  breaft  remained. 

So  that  all  who  faw  this  woman  afterwards 
fuppofed  her  bread:  to  have  been  cut  off. 

I  then  entirely  ceafed  from  ordering  any 
remedies  ;  and  I  kept  the  woman  a  fortnight 
in  the  hofpital,  in  order  to  perceive  whether 
the  diforder  wpuld  return. 

But  Ihe  Hill  continued  to  move  her  arm 
with  the  greateft  eafe ;  and  the  ulcer  remain¬ 
ed  perfedly  healed. 

I  then  prefcribed  the  fame  purgative  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  in  three  days  time  £he  was  difmiff- 
ed,  entirely  cured. 

When  file  came  to  return  me  thanks,  fhe 
defired  leave  to  call  upon  me  in  cafe  any  alte¬ 
ration  fhould  happen  in  her  breaft.  I  willing- 
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ly  granted  her  requeft  ;  and  there  are  now  fix 
months  elapfed,  during  which  the  has  not  re¬ 
turned. 

Mr.  Haffner,  who  is  furgeon  to  my  hofpi- 
tal,  affifted  this  woman  with  great  diligence, 
attention,  and  experience  f  and,  by  his  judi¬ 
cious  application  of  the  external  remedies 
according  to  the  fymptoms  that  fucceffively 
appeared,  he  contributed  confiderably  towards 
her  recovery  and  cure. 

C  A  S  E  III. 

*  -**  *•  '•  ■>  *  -  ■  .  *  u  *  * 


A  Man  of  feven  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
«***  had,  for  a  great  while  pafl,  a  foul  can¬ 
cerous  ulcer  in  his  left  fide,  towards  the  hip  : 
this  ulcer  was  continually  Ipreading  wide  and 
deep,  and  it  begun  already  to  attack  the  ver¬ 
tebra  of  the  lumbs  ;  befides,  cancerous  fun- 
gufles  were  fhooting  out  in  many  places. 

After  feveral  of  the  belt  furgeons  had  em¬ 
ployed  fome  of  the  molt  efficacious  remedies 
to  n6  purpofe,  he  came  at  length  to  our  ho- 
Ipital. 

The  learned  Surgeon  Haffner  firft  endea¬ 
vored  by  the  mildeft  medicines,  afterwards 
with  cauftics,  and  finally  by  fire  and  with 
the  knife,  to  extract  the  fungous  cancer,  and 
to  clean  and  heal  the  ulcer. 

I  prefcribed,  for  my  part,  the  remedies 
which  I  thought  moft  likely  to  fweeten  the 
mafs  of  blood.  *  ’ "  ;; 

This  treatment  now  and  then  appeared,  for 
a  day  or  two,  to  be  of  fome  ufe  ;  but  the  evil 
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returned  again  immediately  with  the  former, 
and  fometimes  even  with  augmented  violence. 

We  found,  therefore,  that  all  fuch  attempts 
were  vain. 

The  peruvian  bark,  which  elfewhere  pro¬ 
duces  fuch  wonderful  effects  in  putrid  ulcers, 
when  given  in  large  dofes,  and  for  a  long 
continuance,  in  the  prelent  cafe,  however, 
did  not  the  leafh  fervice. 

Mr.  Haffner  applied,  therefore,  outwardly  a 
cataplafm  of  hemlock  to  the  part  affedted  ; 
and  I  prefcribed  to  the  patient  nine  grains  of 
the  extract  of  hemlock  to  be  taken  in  the 
morning,  and  as  much  at  night,  together  with 
a  plentiful  decodtion  of  barley,  or  large 
draughts  of  whey. 

-Hitherto  the  patient  was  emaciated,  feeble, 
and  cachedtic  ;  and,  about  evening,  had  fhiver- 
ings,  and  a  fever,  together  with  a  copious 
and  weakening  perfpiration. 

But  now,  in  a  few  days  time,  he  began  to 
have  a  ftomach,  and  to  flee p  with  eafe.  Good 
pus  alfo  was  difcovered  in  the  ulcer. 

The  eighth  day,  I  encreafed  the  dofe  of  the 
extradl  to  half  a  dram  ;  and  the  cataplafm 
was  carefully  renewed. 

The  ulcer  was  dean  by  the  twelfth  day  ; 
the  cancerous  fungu fifes  were  moveable,  flac¬ 
cid,  entirely  free  from  pain  ;  and  fome  bony 
fragments  were  feparated  from  the  vertebrae. 

By  the  feventeen'h  day,  the  evening  fihiver- 
ings  were  no  more  obferved  ;  the  patient  llept 
quietly,  without  fweating  ;  his  ftreugth  was 
encreahng  daily ;  the  matter  in  the  ulcer  was 
of  the  right  kind  ;  and,  from  the  funguffes 
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about  the  borders  of  the  ulcer,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  ferum  was  difcharged. 

The  twentieth  day,  feveral  fmall  pieces  or 
grains  of  bone  were  feparated  from  the  ver¬ 
tebrae  which  had  been  corroded  ;  a  cicatrice 
began  to  be  formed  here  and  there  in  the  ul¬ 
cer  :  the  funguffes  were  flaccid,  and  entirely 
void  of  pain ;  but  as  they  were  too  flowly 
confumed,  and  confequently  hindered  the 
healing  of  the  ulcer,  Mr.  Haffher  extracted 
them  with  the  knife. 

The  patient  felt  no  pain  from  the  opera^ 
tion.  The  fame  internal  and  external  reme¬ 
dies  were  continued. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day,  a  cuticle  appeared 
from  every  part  of  the  borders  of  the  ulcer  i 
and,  by  this  means,  the  ulcer  began  to  heal ; 
the  color  was  of  a  bright  red  ;  the  pus  was 
of  the  right  kind,  and  not  in  too  great  quan¬ 
tity. 

The  patient  was  now  no  longer  weak  ;  his 
ftomach  was  good  ;  he  flept  foundly  ;  and  his 
body  was  open. 

The  inward  remedies  and  external  applica¬ 
tions  were  continued. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  ulcer  was  already  al~ 
moft  clofed  ;  nor  did  any  fungus  afterwards 
appear.  The  patient  was  extremely  well. 

The  fortieth  day,  the  ulcer  had  a  firm  ci¬ 
catrice  ;  and  this  man  was,  to  all  appearance, 
cured. 

However,  for  fourteen  days,  I  ordered  to 
he  taken,  morning  and  evening,  fix  grains  of 
the  hemlock-extradt,  together  with  a  confi¬ 
derable 
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defable  quantity  of  whey  ;  that  by  this  means 
every  acrid  and  cancerous  remains  might  be 
feparated  from  the  mafs  of  blood. 

I  afterwards  prefcribed  a  purge ;  and  the 
man  was  difmiffed  entirely  cured. 

CASE  IV. 

A  Woman,  thirty-fix  years,  old,  had  for 
^  ^  fome  years  paft  a  foul  ulcer  in  her  leg  : 
by  the  application  of  feveral  external  and  inter¬ 
nal  remedies,  the  ulcer  was  fometimes  al- 
moft  cured ;  but  when  it  was  near  being  quite 
healed,  it  broke  out  again.  A  fharp  ichor 
was  difcharged  in  great  quantities,  accompa¬ 
nied  alfo  with  proud  fie  ill. 

The  ufe  of  a  great  many  different  baths 
feemed  fometimes  to  promife  good  effects ; 
but  the  evil  immediately  returned  with  vio¬ 
lence. 

In  our  hofpital  many  remedies  were  alfo 
tried,  to  correct  the  fharpnefs  of  the  blood,  to 
eat  away  the  proud  flefh,  and  to  heal  the 
ulcer. 

But  in  none  of  our  trials  did  we  meet  fuc- 
cefs. 

For  tho  the  ulcer  was  fometimes  en¬ 
tirely  clofed  for  a  day  or  two,  yet  no  firm 
cicatrice  was  formed  ;  fo  that  an  itching  was 
foon  felt  again,  an  ichorous  humor  came 
away,  the  proud  flefh  fprung  up  afrefh,  and 
the  ulcer  grew  worfe  and  worfe. 

The  infufion  alone  of  hemlock  was  there¬ 
fore  outwardly  applied,  as  an  external  fomen¬ 
tation  5  and,  during  the  night,  the  ulcer  was 
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covered  with  a  plafler  of  the  fame  plant.  In¬ 
wardly  nothing  was  adminiftered  but  whey. 

It  happened  upon  this,  that  the  proud  flefh 
feparated  of  i-tfelf ;  and  in  twenty  days  after, 
the  ulcer  was  clofed  with  a  very  firm  cicatrice; 
and  the  foot  was  moved  with  the  greated  eafe. 

A  purgative  was  then  given  ;  and  the  wo¬ 
man  was  permitted  to  remain  eight  days 
longer  in  the  hofpital,  without  taking  any 
medicines.  The  ulcer  dill  appeared  perfect¬ 
ly  healed  :  and  the  was  thereupon  difmiffed. 

CASE  V. 

Man,  of  fixty-t  wo  years  of  age,  had  a  foul 
and  antient  ulcer  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
lower  belly,  which  was  a  fpan  in  length,  and 
feveri  inches  broad ;  and  fo  deep,  that  it  ai¬ 
med  penetrated  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men. 

On  the  right  fide  of  the  bread  there  was  an 
ulcer  almod  equally  large,  which  difeharged 
a  large  quantity  of  .(harp  din  king  ferum,  and 
even  attacked  the  ribs. 

After  having  purged  the  patient,  a  fomen¬ 
tation  of  hemlock  was  applied  to  each  of  the 
ulcers. 

As  this  man  was  alfo  afflicted  with  a  cough, 
a  decoCtion  was  preferibed  for  him  of  the  root 
and  leaves  of  m arffl - m allows ,  to  which  was 
added  Ample  oxymel  and  diaphoretic  antimo¬ 
ny  without  being  waffled. 

In  a  few  days  both  the  ulcers  were  much 
cleaner  ;  the  matter  became  of  the  right  kind ; 
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and  the  patient,  who  had  been  hitherto  very 
weak,  feemed  to  recover  ftrength. 

About  the  tenth  day,  feveral  fragments 
were  feparated  from  the  carious  ribs  and  a 
thin  (kin  began  to  grow  out  from  the  borders 
of  the  ulcer. 

The  ulcer  of  the  lower  belly  became  lefs 
deep  ;  and  it  difcharged  good  pus. 

The  fourteenth  day,  I  ordered  again  a 
purge  ;  and  afterwards  continued  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  marfh  mellows. 

The  feventeenth  day,  both  ulcers  were 
much  cleaner,  and  lefs  extended.  Several 
fragments  were  feparated  from  the  ribs. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  ulcer  of  the  breaft 
was  clofed,  and  the  cough  was  almoft  entirely 
gone  ;  but  the  ulcer  of  the  lower  belly  was 
ftill  of  a  confiderable  fize. 

This  one,  however,  was  alfo  healed,  by 
the  foie  ufe  of  hemlock,  about  the  fiftieth 
day. 

The  old  man  was  purged  once  more,  and 
then  difmiffed  from  the  hofpital,  perfectly 
cured. 

He  then  informed  us,  that  he  had  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  thefe  ulcers  for  ten  years  paft  ; 
that  he  fpent  moil:  of  his  fubftance  in  order 
to  obtain  a  cure ;  that  the  numberlefs  reme¬ 
dies  he  tried  had  no  effeCt ;  and  that  at 
laft,  his  ftrength  and  his  hopes  exhaufted,  he 
came  to  us  with  no  other  intent  than  to  flnifh 
ftis  days  in  the  hofpital. 
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CASE  VI. 

A  Woman,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  had 
her  left  breaft  for  four  years  pafl  much 
encreafed  in  fize,  and  equal  in  hardnefs  to  a 
ftone. 

On  any  violent  alteration  of  the  weather, 
fhe  felt  pains  in  this  hard  fwelling  ;  which 
always,  however,  ceafed  of  their  own  accord  : 
and  while  the  color  of  her  breaft  remained 
in  its  natural  ftate,  and  that  the  fwelling  did 
not  obftrud:  the  motion  of  her  arm,  fhe  ap¬ 
plied  no  remedy,  nor  did  fhe  (hew  her  breaft  to 
any  perfon. 

At  length,  about  the  end  of  the  month  of 
February,  1760,  fhe  had'an  acute  diforder  ;  on 
account  of  which  (he  was  brought  to  our 
hofpital. 

In  about  fix  and  twenty  days,  fhe  began  to 
recover  pretty  well  from  this  new  diftemper. 

But  as  file  got  out  of  bed,  and  walked  about, 
fhe  felt  a  continual,  gnawing,  (hooting  pain 
in  her  right  breaft  ;  but  not  being  ex¬ 
tremely  violent,  fhe  concealed  it  for  feveral 
days. 

At  laft,  the  great  acutenefs  of  the  pain  took 
away  her  reft  ;  fhe  loft  her  appetite,  and 
ftrength  at  the  fame  time.  She  then  fhewed 
her  breaft  to  Mr.  Haffner,  who  gave  me  no¬ 
tice  of  it. 

We  found  it  extremely  hard,  of  a  purple 
color,  mixed  with  black  and  livid  ftreaks ; 
the  arm  of  the  fame  fide  was  alfo  fwoilen  ;  fhe 
continued  to  feel  gnawing,  violent,  (hooting 
pains  $  her  veins  were  blackifti,  and  diftended. 

The 
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The  pulfe  was  fwift  and  fmall ;  the  heart 
was  in  continual  palpitation. 

We  immediately  applied  a  fomentation  of 
hemlock  to  her  breaft ;  and  we  ordered  to  be 
taken  inwardly  a  nitrous  anodyne  emulfton. 

The  fame  night  the  pain  was  abated  ;  and 
fhe  flept  tolerably  quiet  for  about  three  hours. 

When  fhe  awoke,  the  violence  of  the  pain 
again  returned ;  and  the  ufe  of  the  fomenta¬ 
tion  had  hitherto  no  effedt  upon  the  bread. 

A  glifter  was  adminiftered,  in  order  to  open 
her  body ;  and  the  anodyne  nitrous  emuliion 
was  afterwards  continued. 

The  next  night  was  paffed  much  more 
quietly  5  the  pains  of  the  breaft  feemed  much 
abated.  There  was  as  yet,  however,  no  alte¬ 
ration  made  in  the  fize,  hardnefs,  or  color 
of  the  fwelling. 

The  third  day,  the  pulfe  being  found  tole¬ 
rably  good,  eight  grains  were  given  in  the 
morning,  and  eight  at  night,  of  the  hemlock- 
extradt ;  drinking  after  it  a  few  ounces  of  the 
decoction  of  marfh-mallows. 

Late  in  the  evening  fhe  took  an  opiate,  in 
order  to  pafs  a  quiet  night. 

This  remedy  had  its  defired  effedt ;  and 
the  patient  was  much  recovered  by  deep. 

In  the  morning  the  pain  was  inconfider- 
able  the  breaft  was  foft,  and  better  bore  to 
be  roughly  handled. 

The  arm  however,  could  not  yet  be  moved, 
on  account  of  the  fwelling  and  the  pain. 

By  the  twelfth  day,  there  were  now  no 
longer  any  black  or  livid  ftreaks  to  be  obfer- 
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ved  ;  the  diftended  veins  were  alrnoft  con- 
traded  to  their  natural  dimenfions  j  the  pains 
were  few ;  and  the  fwelling  of  the  arm  like- 
wife  was  diminifhed. 

Ten  grains  were  then  adminiftered  of  the 
extrad,  morning  and  evening ;  the  hemlock- 
fomentation  was  alfo  carefully  applied  :  but 
the  opiate  at  night  was  omitted,  as  the  pa¬ 
tient,  being  lefs  racked  with  pain,  began  na¬ 
turally  to  recover  her  reft. 

The  twentieth  day,  the  breaft  had  very 
near  its  natural  color ;  but  the  hardnefs  ftill 
fubfifted  the  fame ;  nor  did  the  breaft  become 
moveable,  feeming  rather  firmly  rooted.  The 
fwelling  of  the  arm  decreafed  ;  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  could  move  her  hand  and  fingers  with¬ 
out  pain. 

I  then  prefcribed  thirty-two  grains  a  day  of 
the  extrad. 

The  fomentation  was  continued ;  and,  du¬ 
ring  the  night,  the  breaft  was  covered  with  a 
plafter  of  hemlock. 

The  twenty-third  day,  the  breaft  grew  red 
again  ;  the  pains  were  violent,  and  began 
from  the  time  the  plafter  was  applied  at  night. 

The  plafter  was  therefore  removed  ;  the 
extract  and  fomentation  were  alone  employed. 
In  the  evening  I  gave  an  opiate,  in  order  to 
procure  a  good  night’s  reft. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  breaft  recovered 
once  more  its  natural  color  ;  the  pains  were 
inconfiderable. 

I  now  ordered  forty  grains  to  be  taken  daily 
of  the  extract ;  and  the  fomentation  was  con¬ 
tinued.  The 
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The  fortieth  day,  the  fweiling  of  the  arm 
was  entirely  gone,  and  it  could  be  moved  to¬ 
lerably  well ;  the  bread:  was  finaller,  fofter, 
and  more  moveable. 

Things  were  ftill  grown  better  in  the  bread 
by  the  fiftieth  day;  but  the  woman  took  a 
dilguft  for  victuals,  and  complained  of  a  bit— 
ternefs  in  her  mouth ;  her  legs  were  fome- 
what  fwollen.  This  induced  me  to  permit 
her  a b darning  from  the  hemlock-extradl  for 
fome  days ;  and  I  ordered  her  to  drink  plenti¬ 
fully  of  the  infufion  of  elder  flowers :  the  fo¬ 
mentation  was  ftill  applied. 

On  the  fifty-fourth  day,  I  prefcribed  a 
purge  of  rhubarb,  a  little  fcammony,  and  po¬ 
ly  chreft  fait. 

She  was  worked  four  times;  and  the  next 
day  her  appetite  returned ;  the  dwelling  of  the 
legs  aim  oft  difappeared ;  the  bread  was  move- 
able,  nor  did  the  touching  it  give  the  patient 
pain  ;  only  fome  vague  {hooting  ftitches  tor¬ 
mented  her  by  fits.  I  ordered  her  legs  to  be 
fumigated  with  weak  aromatics ;  and  to  the 
bread:  I  took  care  that  the  hemlock-fomenta¬ 
tion  lliould  be  diligently  applied. 

The  fixtieth  day,  as  the  patient  was  prodi- 
gioudy  recovered,  her  legs  reftored  to  the  na¬ 
tural  date,  and  her  ftomach  good,  I  again 
prefcribed,  morning  and  evening,  fix  grains 
of  the  extract  of  hemlock ;  together  with 
plenty  of  the  infufion  of  elder  flowers. 

The  fixty-fixth  day,  the  bread  feemed  di¬ 
vided  into  feveral  Idler  lumps ;  but  continued 
without  pain. 
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I  then  ordered,  morning  and  evening,  ten 
grains  of  the  extract ;  and  the  fomentation  to 
be  continued. 

The  eightieth  day,  the  breaft  was  very 
fmatl ;  the  arm  could  be  moved  without  the 
leaf!;  uneaiinefs  :  the  patient  was  ftrong,  had 
a  good  ftomach,  and  flept  well. 

The  ninety-firft  day,  a  little  hardnefs  ftill 
fubfifted  in  the  breaft,  which  was  eafily 
moved  up  and  down ;  the  woman,  however, 
grew  impatient  at  the  conftant  application  of 
the  hemlock-fomentation ;  nor  could  fhe  any 
longer  bear  the  difagreeable  fmell  that  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  it  j  the  fomentation  was  there¬ 
fore  removed,  and  a  plafter  of  hemlock  was 
applied  in  its  room  :  morning  and  evening, 
fifteen  grains  were  now  adminiftered  of  the 
extradl  of  the  fame  plant. 

The  plafter  gave  no  pain  ;  all  things  were 
daily  growing  better  -y  and  the  hundred  and 
twenty-fifth  day,  the  breaft  was  flaccid,  hang¬ 
ing  down,  nor  could  the  leaft  hardnefs  be 
perceived. 

This  woman,  then  departed  from  the  ho  ft 
pital.  I  ordered  her,  however,  to  take  hemlock- 
pills,  for  fome  time  yet,  in  fmall  dofes,  that 
by  this  means  the  diforder  might  not  fo  eafily 
return. 

CASE  VII. 

A  Virgin,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  had 
.  an  open  cancer  in  her  left  breaft ;  fire 
coughed  frequently  befides,  and  complained 
of  a  continual  burning  heat,  and  a  gnawing 
pain  in  her  left  fide. 
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The  whole  mafs  of  blood  was  corrupted  ; 
the  patient  was  alfo  troubled  with  the  itch, 
and  was  quite  emaciated.  In  the  evenings  die 
had  fhudderings,  afterwards  heat,  and,  ladly, 
fell  into  a  fetid  fweat. 

The  ulcer  difcharged  large  quantities  of 
/linking  ichor. 

In  thefe  word  of  circumftances  I  tried  the 
hemlock ;  and  immediately  prefcribed  eight 
grains  of  the  extract  to  be  taken  every  morn¬ 
ing,  and  as  much  at  night ;  outwardly,  a 
fomentation  of  the  fame  plant  was  alfo  ap¬ 
plied.  The  patient  was  ordered,  befides,  to 
drink  plentifully  of  whey,  or  milk  diluted 
with  a  double  quantity  of  water. 

In  twelve  days  time,  flue  was  much  better ; 
die  coughed  lefs ;  her  evening  complaints, 
and  her  nodturnal  Sweats,  were  almod  gone  ; 
her  drength  was  encreafed ;  a  thin  pus  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  cancerous  ulcer ;  the  difcharge 
of  ichor  was  diminifhed ;  nor  was  any  bad 
fmell  perceived. 

But  in  her  fide,  the  burning  heat  and  gnaw¬ 
ing  pain  dull  fub lifted. 

I  then  ordered  eight  grains  of  the  extract 
to  be  taken  four  times  a  day ;  continuing 
likewife  the  other  remedies. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  fize  of  the  bread 
was  confiderably  diminished  ;  nor  did  the  pa¬ 
tient  complain  of  weai  k 
clean  $  the  appetite  excellent 
of  the  continual  burning  beat  under  the 
bread,  an  opiate  was  neceffa ry  to  render  her 
deep  quiet  and  undidurbecu 

D  2  The 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  itch  began  to  dry  away,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  able  to  be  out  of  bed. 

I  now  adminiftered  daily  two  fcruples  of 
the  extradr. 

The  forty-fixth  day,  the  patient  was  pretty 
well ;  the  fize  of  the  bread:  was  fmaller  ;  and 
the  ulcer  alfo  was  diminifhed. 

The  burning  heat  and  gnawing  pain  ftili 
perfifted  in  the  left  fide ;  tho  now  and  then 
by  fits  it  was  very  inconfiderable. 

The  fixtieth  day,  the  hardnefs  of  the  bread: 
was  al  mo  ft  gone ;  the  ulcer  was  much  fmall¬ 
er,  and  very  clean. 

I  then  prefcribed  a  dram  daily  of  the  ex- 
trad:  :  the  reft  of  the  treatment  to  remain 
the  fame. 

The  eightieth  day,  all  hardnefs  difap- 
peared  ;  and  the  ulcer  was  almoft  clofed. 

The  heat  and  pain  of  her  fide  were  by 
fits  extremely  violent;  nor  .did  fhe  always 
pafs  the  night  without  reftleflnefs  and  anxiety. 

However,  fhe  had  ftrength ;  the  itch  was 
entirely  cone ;  her  countenance  recovered 
very  near  its  former  color ;  but  yet  fhe  re¬ 
mained  emaciated. 

The  eighty-fourth  day,  the  ulcer  was  heal¬ 
ed  ;  the  patient  got  out  of  bed  ;  walked  a- 
bout ;  had  a  good  ftomach  ;  and  fometimes 
fiept  very  well  without  an  opiate. 

The  menfes  then  appeared,  which  for  fiye 
months  before  had  ceafed  to  flow. 

The  patient  was  in  great  fpirits;  and 
hoped  with  reafon,  that  the  heat  and  pain  of 
her  fide  would  probably  now  ceafe,  as  they 
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were  firft  felt  on  the  ftoppage  of  the  menfes. 

The  menfes  continued  two  days  to  flow ; 
the  third,  they  flopped  ;  and  then  the  heat, 
as  well  as  the  gnawing  pain  in  the  left  fide, 
was  immediately  eacreafed  ;  and  the  patient 
grew  wrorfe. 

The  fourth  day,  a  little  purple  lump  ap¬ 
peared  under  the  breaft,  and  gave  great  pain. 

Mr.  Haffner,  in  order  to  abate  the  pain, 
applied  the  moll  emollient  cataplafm  poffible, 
to  the  part  affected. 

But  as  the  patient  was  extremely  thirfty, 
had  a  ftrong  fever,  and  a  hard  pulfe,  fhe  was 
let  blood,  and  refolving  antiphlogiftic  de¬ 
coctions  were  adminiftered. 

This  gave  her  fome  little  eafe. 

The  fixth  day,  the  lump  broke,  and  dif- 
charged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  fharp- 
eft  ichor. 

The  furgeon,  having  now  conveyed  his 
probe  through  the  opening,  found  out  the 
finus,  which  extended  under  the  pedloral 
mufcle  almoft  to  the  fuperior  border  of 
the  breaft,  where  the  rib  alfo  was  attacked  ; 
fo  that,  as  foon  as  the  patient  had  diffident 
ftrength,  the  furgeon  cut  away  the  finus  and 
the  parts  which  covered  it,  that  he  might 
difcover  how  far  the  rib  was  eaten  away. 

This  operation  being  made,  the  patient 
had  a  fainting  fit  of  a  fhort  duration ;  the 
wound  was  therefore,  covered,  and  everything 
poftponed  to  the  following  day. 

In  the  evening,  the  fever  was  very  ftrong ; 
gnd  the  pain  confiderable.  Some  antiphlo¬ 
giftic 
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gillie  remedies,  and  anoydne  emulfions,  were 
given  to  the  patient,  who  pafied  the  night 
tolerably  well. 

Two  days  after  the  operation,  Mr.  Haffher, 
having  opened  the  wound,  found  feveral  of  the 
ribs  attacked  -y  and  difcovered  a  fecond  open¬ 
ing  which  penetrated  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  and  thro  which,  when  the  patient 
coughed,  a  fetid  ichor  was  difcharged. 

A  decodlion  of  barley,  with  a  little  honey 
of  rofes,  was  injedled  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  in  order  to  cleanfe  the  ulcer,  and 
that  a  proper  feparation  might  be  made  of 
what  was  corrupt  from  what  was  found. 

The  nitrous  anodyne  emulfions  were  con¬ 
tinued  ;  and  the  patient  was  pretty  well. 

But  every  evening  file  had  a  little  fever, 
and  fweated  in  the  night. 

The  fifth  day,  as  the  opening  into  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  thorax  was  extremely  final!,  Mr. 
Ha  finer  dilated  it,  that  whatever  was  within 
fide  might  the  more  eafily  be  walked  away 
and  difcharged. 

The  eighth  day,  fome  fragments  of  bones 
came  from  the  wound  after  the  iniedtion ; 
from  whence  it  was  evident,  that  the  ribs 
were  carious  alfo  withinfide. 

I  therefore  prefcribed  the  peruvian  bark  in 
plenty  y  befides  a  decodlion  of  the  woods,  and 
cow’s  milk. 

We  then  tried  injedtions  which  were  more 
detergent  and  balfamic  but  thefe  the  patient 
could  not  bear  :  the  fever  encreafed  >  the  pain 


CASE  VII. 


3 1 

grew  vehement ;  and  the  matter  which  came 

O  \ 

from  the  wound  flunk  extremely. 

We  therefore  returned  to  the  decodion  of 
barley,  with  honey ;  which  was  now  the  on¬ 
ly  injection  employed. 

Some  fragments  of  bones  were  foon  fepara- 
ted  ;  which,  after  a  violent  cough,  were  dis¬ 
charged  thro  the  opening,  together  with  a 
large  quantity  of  (linking  ichor. 

Neverthelefs,  the  heat  and  gnawing  pain 
were  not  in  the  lead  abated,  but  rather  ex¬ 
tended  forward :  the  patient,  notwithfland- 
ingthe  considerable  doles  which  flietook  daily' 
of  peruvian  bark,  was  flill  very  weak ;  ano* 
the  evening  fever  was  augmented. 

After  long  trials,  when  we  found  the  re¬ 
medies  hitherto  applied  produdive  of  very  lit¬ 
tle  effect,  Mr.  Haffner  and  I  at  length  con¬ 
cluded  to  injed  the  infufion  of  hemlock ;  and 
to  join  the  extract  of  the  fame  plant  to  the 
peruvian  bark. 

The  next  day,  the  matter  coming  from 
the  infide  of  the  thorax  was  not  now  fo  fetid  ; 
and  the  heat  and  pain  were  fomewhat  de- 
creafed. 

In  a  few  days  the  patient's  ftrength  and  ap¬ 
petite  feemed  to  encreafe  ;  and  fhe  flept  pret¬ 
ty  quietly  during  the  night. 

Half  an  ounce  of  peruvian  hark,  and  a  fcru- 
ple  of  the  extrad  of  hemlock,  were  admini- 
ftered  to  her  daily  ;  beiides  plenty  of  whey. 

In  the  beginning,  the  infufion  of  hemlock 
for  the  injection  was  purpofely  made  weak  ; 
but  as  it  neither  irritated  the  lungs,  nor  add¬ 
ed 
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cd  any  uneafinefs,  and  as  we  found  it  befides 
of  confiderable  ufe,  we  ordered  it  for  the  fu- 
ture  to  be  ftronger. 

In  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  many  fragments 
of  bones  were  difcharged  from  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax,  together  with  a  thin  purulent 
matter. 

The  patient  was  now  much  better ;  fire 
was  able  to  remain  out  of  bed,  and  aim  oft  al¬ 
ways  to  fleep  without  the  affiftance  of  an 
opiate. 

However,  by  degrees  ftie  could  no  longer 
bear  fo  large  a  dofe  of  the  peruvian  bark  ;  fo 
that  afterwards  I  gave  her  every  day  half  a 
dram  of  the  hemlock-extract,  and  two  drams 
only  of  the  bark  of  peru. 

By  the  means  of  thefe  remedies,  by  drink- 
ing  plentifully  of  whey,  and  by  the  injection 
twice  a  day  of  a  ftrong  infufion  of  hemlock, 
we  preferved  this  woman’s  life  two  months 
and  a  half ;  and  now  we  even  entertained 
fome  glimmering  hopes  of  bringing  about  a 
cure.  ' 

It  happened,  however,  that  the  then  took  a 
pleurify  of  the  worft  kind,  which  very  nearly 
threatened  death. 

Neverthelefs,  by  the  care  of  the  learned 
Dodtor  Collin,  who  attended  then  the  hofpi- 
tal,  and  ordered  proper  bleedings,  cataplafms, 
and  other  excellent  remedies,  the  pleuretic 
pain  ceafed  at  length,  and  the  diforder  was 
happily  terminated  by  fpitting. 

The  patient  now  began  to  recover  fome 
little  ftrength  ;  the  matter,  however,  which 
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was  difcharged  from  the  cavity  of  the  thorax, 
was  very  fetid  and  ichorous. 

Neither  the  peruvian  bark,  nor  the  hem- 
lock-extra<ft,  nor  the  infufion  of  the  fame 
plant,  was  now  of  any  fervice ;  the  evening 
fever  of  the  worft  kind  was  again  returned  ; 
and  the  nocfturnal  fweats  fo  reduced  the  pa¬ 
tient,  that  in  feven  weeks  time  {he  became 
quite  emaciated,  and  died. 

By  the  difledtion,  we  found  the  pleura  in 
the  left  cavity  of  the  breaft  almoft  confumed, 
and  feveral  of  the  ribs  divided  into  thin  carious 
plates. 

The  lungs  on  the  left  fide  were  alfo  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  eaten  away. 

Certainly,  if  this  ulcer  had  been  on  the 
outward  furface  of  the  breaft,  where  the  fur- 
gical  aid  might  be  put  in  practice,  where 
proper  fomentations  might  retard  the  progrefs 
©f  the  evil,  and  help  the  feparation  of  what 
was  carious,  this  patient  would  have  been 
perfectly  cured  of  the  worft  of  cancers,  and 
the  moft  fetid  ulcer. 

A  man,  of  three  and  twenty,  was  dying  of 
an  empyema  in  the  left  cavity  of  his  breaft. 
Mr.  HafFner,  on  my  perfuafion,  gave  a  paf- 
fage,  by  the  means  of  a  large  wound,  to  about 
five  pounds  and  a  half  weight  of  thin  fetid 
matter. 

It  was  a  bold  and  doubtful  undertaking  j 
but  as  the  patient,  being  almoft  fuffocated, 
was  on  the  brink  of  death,  it  was  allowable 
to  make  any  attempt  ;  for  we  have  obferved, 
that  by  a  hazardous  operation,  the  lives  of 

E  men 
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men  are  often  rendered  longer,  and  more  com¬ 
fortable. 

The  matter  being  difcharged,  the  patient 
was  extremely  ill  j  his  extremities  were  cold ; 
his  pulfe  could  no  longer  be  perceived  ;  his 
countenance  was  funk  ;  and  his  face  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  thick,  cold*  and  clammy  fweat. 

We  regretted  the  bad  event  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  ;  but  negledled  nothing,  notwithftand- 
ing,  which  we  ftil]  thought  could  any  way  be 
of  fervice  to  the  patient. 

His  forehead,  nofe,  and  temples,  were  rub¬ 
bed  all  over  with  fpirit  of  hartfhorn  ;  we 
poured  into  his  mouth  about  an  ounce  of  au- 
ftrian  wine,  with  fix  drops  of  the  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn  :  he  then  feemed  fomewhat  to  reco¬ 
ver  5  and  a  trembling  pulfe  was  now  perceiv¬ 
able  in  the  wrift. 

He  foon  began  to  open  his  eyes  and  breathe. 

We  then  gave  him  fome  ounces  of  broth, 
and  difpofed  him  afterwards  to  reft. 

But  he  ftill  remained  in  anxiety  ;  and,  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  vomited  matter  of  a 
brown  rufty  color ;  and  now  we  fuppofed  a 
fecond  time  that  he  was  juft  dying. 

The  vomiting,  however,  having  ceafed  by 
a  paregoric  remedy,  a  light  fleep  enfued. 

W hich,  tho  neither  undifturbed,  nor  of  a 
long  continuance,  contributed,  however, 
fomewhat  towards  recovering  the  patient. 

The  next  day,  he  began  to  fpeak,  and  pa¬ 
tiently  received  whatever  was  offered  to  him. 

Mr.  Haffner  wafhed  the  cavity  of  the 
bread:  with  a  decodtion  of  barley  and  honey 
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of  rofes ;  and  I  prefcribed  the  remedies  which 
the  circumftances  indicated  to  be  neceflary. 

In  four  days  time,  the  patient  had  already 
gained  fufficient  force  to  move  himfelf  about 
without  fainting  away. 

Mr.  Haffher  penetrated  with  his  probe  into 
the  bread: ;  and  perceiving  many  of  the  ribs 
to  be  carious,  he  tried  feveral  detergent,  bal- 
famic,  and  vulnerary  injedtions  ;  but  found 
none  more  ufeful  than  the  infunon  of  hem¬ 
lock,  which  renders  the  matter  of  a  right 
kind. 

The  patient  recovered  ftrength,  and  his  ap¬ 
petite  returned. 

The  nodturnal  fweats  and  evening  fever 
were  mitigated  by  the  affiftance  of  proper  re¬ 
medies  ;  but  could  not  be  made  to  disappear 
entirely. 

We  could  never  hope  a  perfedt  cure  ;  but 
it  was  enough  that  we  refcued  a  man  by  a  bold 
operation  from  the  jaws  of  death,  that  we 
lengthened  the  number  of  his  days,  and  ren¬ 
dered  thefe  days  more  comfortable  to  him. 

By  injedtions  of  a  ftrong  infufion  of  hem¬ 
lock,  and  by  balfamic,  anodyne  remedies  ta¬ 
ken  inwardly,  together  with  a  milk  diet,  we 
found  means  to  preferve  this  man  in  a  toler¬ 
able  ftate  near  feven  months :  but  autumn 
then  approaching,  he  began  to  cough  conli- 
derably  again  ;  the  evening  fever  encreafed  ; 
and  in  one  and  thirty  days  he  departed  this 
life. 

The  lungs  were  found  in  great  meafure  ' 
eaten  away  $  and  the  ribs  were  carious. 

E  2  '  Won- 
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Wonderful  !  that  a  ftrong  infufion  of  hem¬ 
lock  injected  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax, 
and  on  the  naked  lungs,  was  produdive  of 
no  anxieties  or  disturbance. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  qualities  of 
the  hemlock  are  not  fo  dread! ul. 

I  have  inferted  this  man’s  hiftory  here,  on 
account  of  its  fimilarity  with  the  foregoing 
cafe. 

CASE  VIII. 

A  Man,  twenty-feven  years  old,  had, 
for  fix  years  paft,  a  lump  under  the 
roof  of  his  tongue,  which  fometimes  was 
very  painful  to  him,  and  hindered  him  from 
fwallowing  without  difficulty ;  fometimes 
alfo  it  gave  him  no  kind  of  pain. 

This  lump  gradually  encreafed  to  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  filberd ;  it  was  now  entirely  livid, 
and  conflantly  attended  with  exceffive  pain. 

At  laft  it  broke ;  and  a  moft  fharp,  fetid 
ichor  was  difcharged ;  it  became  a  foul  and 
extenfive  ulcer. 

He  now  found  great  difficulty  in  fwallow- 

ing. 

Some  phyfieians  and  furgeons  thought  the 
ulcer  was  venereal,  and  treated  him  accord-? 
ingty. 

Several  decoftions,  various  purges  mixed 
with  mercury,  and  at  lali,  a  folution  of  cor- 
rofive  fublimate  in  corn  fpirits,  were  admi~ 
niftered  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  vain  :  the 
diforder  even  was  augmented. 

Finally,  the  wretch  was  quite  emaciated 
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by  a  falivation,  which  did  him  not  the  lead 
fcrvice. 

Thefe  fovereign  remedies  having  had  no 
fuccefs,  the  man  was  abandoned  to  his  fate ; 
and  they  gave  him  a  certificate  that  he  could 
not  be  cured,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  houfe  of  the  incurables. 

Neverthelefs,  the  patient  fought  every 
where  for  fuccour ;  he  knocked  at  almod  e- 
very  furgeon’s  door,  and  was  difmiffed  from 
mod  without  the  lead  relief. 

At  length  he  went  to  Mr.  Haffner,  furgeon 
of  my  holpital ;  who,  having  confidered  well 
the  cafe,  immediately  thought  that  the  hem¬ 
lock  fhould  be  adminidered  to  this  patient. 

So  that  the  next  day,  he  Ihewed  this  man 
to  me,  on  my  arrival  at  the  hofpital. 

I  took  care  to  have  a  bed  made  ready  for 
him,  and  I  kept  him  in  the  houfe. 

He  was  however,  at  this  time,  entirely 
emaciated;  he  had  fhiverings  in  the  evenings, 
and  afterwards  heat ;  finally,  he  fell  into  a 
profufe  fweat ;  and  his  fleep  was  didurbed 
and  uneafy. 

A  very  foul  ulcer  almod  eat  away  the 
whole  root  of  his  tongue ;  many  fungous  ex- 
crefcences  grew  out  from  the  center  and  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  ulcer;  all  of  which  were  alfo 
exulcerated,  and  difcharged  a  mod  fetid 
ichor. 

The  pain  was  continually  excruciating ;  it 
was  almod  impofiible  for  him  to  fwallow ; 
the  ulcer  became  wider  and  deeper  every  day ; 
the  patient  could  no  longer  fpeak  diftin&ly. 

The 
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The  palate,  and  almonds  of  the  ears,  and 
all  the  throat,  were  now  affected ;  we  per¬ 
ceived  pretty  deep  erofions  which  began  to 
difcharge  an  acrid  humor. 

The  patient  coughed  now  more  frequent¬ 
ly,  and  complained  of  a  conftant  pricking 
heat  down  from  the  throat  to  the  ftomach. 

From  his  mouth  proceeded  a  mod:  horrid 
fmell,  which  often  created  in  the  afliftants 
a  naufea  and  a  horror. 

The  fituation  of  this  patient  certainly  de¬ 
fended  pity. 

The  learned  Dodtor  Collin,  who  then  at-? 
tended  the  hofpital  with  me,  faw  alfo  this 
poor  man  •,  we  were  in  great  doubt  whether 
the  hemlock  could  be  of  any  ufe  in  fo  inve¬ 
terate  a  cafe. 

There  remained,  however,  no  other  reme¬ 
dy  which  had 
him.  * 

The  firft  indication  was  cleaning  the  for¬ 
did  ulcer. 

I  therefore  defired  Mr.  Haffner  to  injedt, 
by  the  help  of  a  fyringe,  feveral  times  a  day, 
an  infufion  of  hemlock,  with  honey  of  rofes, 
gently  down  the  throat,  and  on  the  ulcer ;  in 
order  that  the  filth  and  fharp  matter  fhould 
thus  he  wafhed  away. 

Internally,  I  ordered  the  following  mixture  : 

Take  of  the  extradl  of  hemlock,  ten 
grains, 

of  the  mucilage  of  gum  dragon,  half 
a  dram, 

of  fyrup  of  poppies,  one  ounce, 

.  of  elder-flower  water,  five  ounces  ; 

Let 
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Let  a  mixture  be  made,  of  which  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  to  take  a  fpoonful  every  two  hours. 

His  common  drink  was  whey ;  and  his 
vidtuals  confifted  in  broth  with  bread  in  it, 
panado,  pearl  barley,  &c. 

The  patient  flept  the  firft  night  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  ufual. 

The  next  day,  the  ulcer  was  lefs  fetid  and 
lefs  foul.  . 

But  the  difficulty  of  fpeaking,  and  of  fwal- 
lowing,  remained  equally  great. 

The  fame  external  and  internal  remedies 
were  continued. 

The  third  day,  the  heat  in  the  throat,  and 
all  along  to  the  ftomach,  was  greatly  abated  ; 
the  ulcer  was  much  cleaner ;  nor  was  there 
hardly  any  bad  fmell  perceived. 

I  ftill  repeated  the  preceding  mixture,  en~ 
creafmg  only  the  quantity  of  the  extract, 
which  I  doubled. 

The  fixth  day,  he  was  already  able  to  fwal- 
low  folid  meat  without  much  pain ;  the  can¬ 
cerous  ulcer  was  tolerably  clean ;  a  very  flight 
cicatrice  began  already  to  be  formed  on  the 
ulcers  of  the  throat ;  and  very  little  heat  was 
obferved  in  the  paflage  to  the  ftomach. 

The  fame  remedies  were  continued. 

The  patient  had  fcarce  any  fhiverings  the 
evening  of  the  eleventh  day ;  little  heat 
was  felt  j  and  the  nodurnal  fweats  almoft 
entirely  ceafed. 

The  cancerous  ulcer  now  difcharged  pus 
inftead  of  ichor ;  nor  was  there  much  pain 

felt 


felt  in  fwallowing  folld  victuals  ;  and  the  fetid 
fmell  perceived,  was  extremely  flight.  The 
patient  was  able  to  fpeak  much  more  diftindt- 
ly;  his  ftrength  was  greatly  augmented,  and 
his  appetite  was  good ;  feveral  of  the  ulcers 
of  the  throat  were  now  clofed  ;  fo  that  the 
heat  at  prefent  felt  was  very  moderate. 

The  fame  medicines  were  continued. 

The  fifteenth  day,  the  cancerous  ulcer  was 
of  the  beft  color ;  the  fungous  excrefcences 
were  fmaller,  and  ceafed  to  difcharge  ichor 
any  longer ;  from  the  circumference  of  the 
ulcer  a  very  thin  and  white  little  fkin  began 
to  appear,  which  gave  us  the  firft  hopes 
we  entertained  of  bringing  about  a  cure,  and 
fhewed  that  bounds  were  fixed  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  cancer. 

The  throat  was  healed  ;  the  heat  which 
had  been  felt  in  the  paffage  to  the  ftomach, 
was  now  no  more ;  the  patient  recovered 
ftrength ;  the  fymptoms  grew  not  worfe  to¬ 
wards  evening ;  nor  did  he  fweat  in  the  night. 

I  then  adminiflered  eight  pills,  of  two  grains 
each,  of  the  extradl  of  hemlock,  every  morn¬ 
ing,  and  as  many  in  the  evening ;  ordering, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  large  quantity  of  whey  to 
be  drank  after  it;  the  injections  on  the 
ulcer  were  continued. 

The  twentieth  day,  every  thing  wore  ftill 
a  better  afpedt ;  the  ulcer  began  to  lefien  con- 
flderably ;  many  of  the  fungous  excrefcences 
came  away  of  their  own  accord ;  the  bad 
fmell  was  entirely  gone ;  and  pus  was  fubfti- 
tuted  to  ichor. 

The  patient’s  reft  was  good ;  his  ftrength  en- 
creafed ;  and  his  appetite  excellent.  The 
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The  thirtieth  day,  the  ulcer  was  tolerably 
feveral  of  the  excrefcences  were  already 
feparated ;  and  thofe  that  ftili  remained,  were 
flaccid,  pale,  and  could  bear  being  touched 
without  creating  uneafmefs ;  and  the  patient 
drank  pure  wine  without  feeling  in  the  ulcer 
any'pain. 

I  then  prefcribed  two  fcruples  a  day  of  the 
extrad:,  betides  plenty  of  whey ;  and  the  ulcer 
was  wafhed  feveral  times  in  the  day  with  an 
infufion  of  hemlock. 

The  thirty-fourth  day,  the  patient  grew  vaftly 
hu  ngry,  and  fwallowed  every  thing  that  was 
offered  to  him,  without  chewing  it  fufficiently. 

Hence  his  ftomach  foon  grew  overloaded ; 
and  the  next  day  he  had  a  naufea,  fhuddering, 
a  continual  endeavor  to  vomit,  an  uneafinefs  a* 
bout  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  a  giddinefs  in  the 
head,  a  trembling  motion  of  the  lower  lip, 
great  heat,  a  pulfe  unequal  in  ftrength  as  well 
as  fwiftnefs,  a  fhort  and  difficult  breathing,  a 
fwelled  face,  and  a  livid  countenance. 

I  was  much  grieved  to  fee  our  hopes  of  cure 
thus  fo  much  diminifhed,  and  the  patient  put 
into  the  utmoft  danger  of  his  life. 

The  indication  was  extremely  urgent  to  free 
the  ftomach  from  its  load  $  I  therefore  gave 
twenty  grains  of  ipecacuana  root,  and  one  grain 
of  tartar  emetic. 

This  dofe  was  fcarce  adminiftered  when  the 
patient  began  to  vomit  crude,  undigefted  matter* 

I  affifted  the  operation  of  the  powder,  by  giving 
plentiful  draughts  of  warm  water. 

The  victuals  which  had  been  fo  ravenoufly 
fwallowed  were  thus  caft  up  in  fix  repeated  vo- 
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mitings,  together  with  a  yellow  ferum  that  had 
an  acid  fmell. 

After  the  vomit  had  finiflhed  its  effect*  the 
bad  fymptoms  almoft  all  difappeared.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  nourifhed  that  day  with  nothing  but 
"weak  broth ;  and  at  night  he  took  an  anodyne. 

The  night  was  palled  in  quiet. 

In  the  morning  the  pulfe  was  even,  flow,  and 
fmall ;  nor  did  the  patient  complain  of  any  thing 
befides  weaknefs. 

The  ulcer  was  now  filled  again  with  filth, 
and  gave  greater  pain ;  however,  he  could  fwal- 
low  flill  without  much  uneafinefs*  The  ulcers 
were  continued  to  be  wafhed  by  a  very  gentle 
injedtion  feveral  times  a  day  of  the  infufion 
only  of  hemlock  mixed  with  honey  of  rofes. 

By  a  pleafant  julep,  a  proper  diet,  a  little 
wine,  and  an  opiate  in  the  evening,  I  endeavored 
to  recover  fomewhat  the  ftrength  of  the  patient. 

The  thirty-ninth  day,  he  was  tolerably  well, 
and  now  defired  himfelf,  that  the  hemlock-pills 
Ihould  be  adminiftered  to  him. 

I  then  prefcribed  two  fcruples  of  the  extradt 
every  day,  together  with  plenty  of  whey  ;  and  I 
allowed  a  little  wine  to  be  drank  at  dinner. 
Things  now  daily  wore  a  better  aipeCt,  and  the 
ulcer  afforded  the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  cure. 

As  every  thing  now  proceeded  according  to 
our  withes,  I  did  not  afterwards  encreafe  the 
dofe  of  the  extract.  Gentle  injections  of  the 
infufion  of  hemlock  alone  upon  the  ulcer  were 
carefully  repeated  feveral  times  a  day. 

The  fiftieth  day,  a  few  fungous,  flaccid,  hang¬ 
ing  excrefcences  ftill  remained,  which  retarded 
the  healing  of  the  ulcer. 

4  A. 
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Thefe  Mr.  HafFner  with  the  fciflarscui  away 
without  caufing  the  patient  any  pain  ;  nor  did 
any  blood  flow  from  the  wounds  he  made. 

The  injections  were  diligently  continued, 
which  procured  great  eafe  and  fuccour  to  the 
patient. 

He  now  could  fpeak  with  the  greateft  free¬ 
dom,  and  fwallow  without  uneafinefs ;  he  re-> 
covered  his  ftrength,  his  appetite,  and  reft ;  his 
body  was  open,  and  his  urine  plentiful,  and 
well  colored. 

The  fame  remedies  were  continued  ;  and  the 
flxty-eighth  day,  a  cicatrice  was  formed  upon 
the  ulcer. 

The  injections  were  now  flopped ;  hut  the 
extract  of  hemlock  was  ftill  continued  in  the 
fame  dofe  for  a  fortnight  longer. 

But  when  we  found  the  cicatrice  perfectly 
firm,  and  the  man  every  way  in  entire  health, 
we  gradually  laid  afide  the  adminiftration  of  any 
remedies ;  we  allowed  him  to  go  into  the  open 
air,  and  to  eat  thofe  things  to  which  he  had 
been  accuftomed. 

We  retained  him,  however,  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered  as  he  was,  a  month  longer  in  the  hofpitah 

At  length  he  himfelf  petitioned  to  be  dif- 
miffed. 

Dr.  Collin  yiflted  this  patient  with  me  the 
whole  time,  and  obferyed  the  progrefs.  of  the 
cure. 

It  afforded  great  fatisfaCtion  to,  us  both,  to  find 
this  man,  who  had  been  abandoned  by  all  the 
world,  and  confidered  as  incurable,  by  the  help 
pf  hemlock  not  only  recovered  from  his  evening-* 
fever,  noCturnal  fweats,  a  cachexy,  and  marafi* 
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mus,  but  alfo  cured  of  a  cancer  of  the  worft 
kind,  and  perfectly  reftored  to  vigor  and  to 
health. 

In  a  few  weeks  I  heard  from  his  relations  that 
he  married. 


CASE  IX. 


A  Man,  forty-two  years  of  age,  complained, 
“  for  feveral  years  paft,  of  a  wandering  gou¬ 
ty  pain,  which  the  heat  of  the  bed  at  night  con- 
fiderably  encreafed. 

He  took,  for  a  great  while,  decoctions  of  va¬ 
rious  kinds,  befides  many  other  external  and  in¬ 
ternal  remedies ;  but  without  the  lead:  relief 
from  any. 

Nor  were  fulphureous  and  other  baths,  tho 
continued  for  a  con fider able  time,  of  any  fervice 
to  him. 

At  laft  the  matter,  which  had  hitherto  been 
wandering  and  unfettled,  now  fixed  itfelf  at  the 
right  ihoulder,  and  at  the  coxendix-bone  of  the 
fame  fide. 

His  arm  and  his  foot  were  now  deprived  of 
motion  5  his  fide  became  lefs  fenfibie  j  and  a 
marafrnus  was  coming  on. 

Several  kinds  of  medicines  were  now  inward¬ 
ly  and  outwardly  attempted,  which  rather  en¬ 
creafed  the  pains,  and  fee  me  d  to  render  worfe 
the  evil  which  was  already  great. 

Nor  did  electricity y  applied  conliantly  for 
three  months,  produce  any  alteration  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe. 

Laft  fu miner,  when  I  lived  in  the  country, 
this  man  came  to  me,  and  related  to  me  the 
hiftory  of  bis  complaints. 
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The  caufe  and  true  origin  of  the  diforder  he 
could  not  tell. 

But  as  I  had  found,  that  hemlock  was  of  con- 
fiderable  ufe  againft  rheumatic  and  gouty  pains, 
whether  wandering  or  fixed,  I  alfo  thought  it 
ought  to  be  adminiflered  in  the  prefent  inftance. 

I  therefore  prefcribed,  morning  and  evening, 
fi  ve  pills  of  two  grains ;  together  with  a  plenti¬ 
ful  decodtion  of  burdock-root. 

He  returned  eight  days  afterwards,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  greater  pain  in  his  fhoulder,  and  near 
the  coxendix-bone,  and  a  difagreeable  tingling 
all  over  his  foot  and  arm. 

No  alteration  happened  in  any  other  refpedt. 

I  therefore  perfuaded  him  to  take  eight  pills  of 
hemlock  every  morning,  and  as  many  at  night ; 
and  to  continue  the  decodtion  of  burdock-root. 

The  fourteenth  day,  the  pain  was  mitigated  ; 
but  from  the  fide  that  was  affedted,  as  well  as 
from  the  foot  and  arm,  an  itching  and  flunking 
fweat  perfpired ;  and  white  transparent  puftules, 
filled  with  /harp  ferum,  began  alfo  to  appear. 

The  fenfation  was  now  much  recovered  in  hh 
fide. 

He  had  a  good  ftomach,  and  tolerable 
flrength  ;  he  urined  plentifully,  but  It  excited 
heat  in  the  paflage  as  it  came  away ;  his  body 
was  fufficiently  open. 

The  patient  now  began  to  take  twenty  pills  a 
day,  and  continued  to  drink  the  decodtion  of 
burdock-root. 

The  twenty-fourth,  the  flefh  feemed  to  return 
to  the  arm  ;  and  fome  appearance  of  motion  was 
pbferved. 

Every  thing  elfe  was  in  the  former  ftate ;  but 

the 
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the  puftules  were  ftill  encreafing ;  nor  did  the 
itching  ceafe. 

The  thirty-fixth  day,  the  patient  felt  all  over 
his  body  a  difagreeable  heat  and  itching ;  and, 
from  the  puftules  which  were  broke,  thick  crufts 
arofe,  and  an  adual  fcab  appeared. 

But  the  foot  and  arm  were  much  more  move- 
able,  tolerably  ftrong,  and  quite  lenfible. 

I  took  care  to  have  the  whole  body  wafhed 
over  twice  a  day  with  aft  infufion  of  hemlock  in 
milk, 

In  a  few  days,  feyeral  of  the  crofts  fell  off; 
but  the  puftules  were  ftill  in  greater  number* 
and  the  itching  was  encreafed. 

The  fiftieth  day,  the  arm  could  be  already 
moved  on  every  fide ;  the  foot,  however,  was 
not  quite  fo  free,  hut  yet  was  moveable,  flex¬ 
ible,  and  enjoyed  perfedt  fenfation. 

I  then  prescribed  an  entire  dram  of  the  extradt  of 
hemlock  every  day ;  and  in  the  room  of  the  de¬ 
ception  of  burdock-root,  I  fubftituted  whey  $ 
the  body  was  wafhed  over  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  infufion  of  hemlock  in  milk. 

In  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  the  itching  ceafe  d 
entirely  ;  the  crufts  and  puftules  difappeared  ; 
and  the  patient  began  perfectly  to  recover. 

The  iixty-ninth  day,  he  was  enabled  to  ftir 
about,  to  move  his  arm  every  way,  and  to  walk 
an  hour  and  an  half  together  without  being  much 
fatigued. 

I  then  began  to  decreafe  the  dofe  of  hemlock 
by  degrees ;  I  ftill  ordered  large  quantities  of 
whey  to  be  drank  every  day.  His  body  was  now 
no  longer  wafhed  with  the  infufion. 

Tip 
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The  eightieth  day,  he  came  to  return  me 
thanks,  being  perfectly  cured. 

CASE  X. 

A  Virgin  of  eighteen  labored  under  a  fpina 
***•  ventofa,  for  feven  years  paft,  in  the  heel 
of  her  right  foot,  and  in  the  elbow  of  the  right  arm. 

The  remedies  moft  approved  and  mo  ft  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  like  cafes  were  of  no  kind  of  be^ 
nefit  in  the  prefent  inftance. 

She  drank,  for  feveral  months,  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  a  decodion  of  the  woods,  which  produced 
copious  fweats,  and  feemed,  in  the  beginning, 
to  procure  fome  eafe  ;  but  foon  again  the  patient 
was  troubled  with  a  dry  cough  ;  Ihe  began  to 
grow  weak  and  emaciated  ;  and  the  evil  became 
worfe. 

Antifcorbutic  remedies  were  adminiftered, 
and  plenty  of  whey  was  drunk,  which  almoft 
healed  the  ulcers. 

But  at  the  time  when  the  expedation  of  a 
cure  was  higheft,  a  new  pain  was  felt  about  the 
parts  already  affeded  a  moft  lharp  ichor  began 
again  to  flow ;  and  the  ulcers  returned  to  a  moll 
foul  and  filthy  ftate. 

Corrofive  fuhlimate  diftblved  in  corn  fpirits, 
which,  on  the  like  occafions,  produces  fuch  ex¬ 
cellent  effeds,  was  of  no  fervice  here. 

I  therefore  preferibed  the  extrad  of  hemlock, 
arid  a  plentiful  decodion  of  barley  with  a  little 
milk. 

Outwardly  nothing  but  a  diachilon  plafter  was 
applied,  in  order  to  be  fare  what  effed  the  hem- 
lock  given  inwardly  could  operate  in  fuch  a  dif- 
order* 
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In  four  clays  time,  the  ulcers,  which  had 
been  hitherto  foul  and  fetid,  were  now  grown 
cleaner ;  the  pus  alfo  became  good ;  the  pains 
were  much  abated  ;  her  Deep  was  quieter,  and 
her  ftomach  better. 

The  lixith,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  day,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fharp  ferum  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  ulcers. 

The  twelfth  day,  the  fwellings  of  the  bones 
feemed  much  fmaller ;  and  the  deep  red  was 
now  changed  to  a  more  natural  color. 

The  fifteenth  day,  three  fragments  of  bones 
were  feparated  from  the  ulcer  in  me  right  heel. 

The  feventeenth,  this  laft  ulcer  was  become 
clean ;  andfrom  its  lips  a  thin  little  fkin  began  to 
fhoot,  which  promifed  fuccefs  3  the  fwelling  of 
the  bones  about  this  ulcer  was  muchdiminiihed. 

But  the  ulcer  and  fwelling  of  the  right  elbow 
fuffered  little  change  ;  the  pain  was  confiderable  ; 
plenty  of  ferum  was  difcharged ;  the  motion  of 
the  joint,  however,  feemed  fomewhat  eafier. 

I  therefore  applied  a  hemlock-fomentation  to 
this  ulcer ;  and  to  that  of  the  heel  a  plafler 
of  the  fame  plant. 

The  twenty-fourth  day,  the  fwelling  about 
the  articulation  of  the  elbow  was  become  much 
fmaller ;  the  ulcer  was  clean,  and  difcharged  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ferum  ;  and  a  grainy 
lubftance  was  feparated  from  the  bones. 

The  ulcer  in  the  right  heel  was  greatly  de- 
creafed ;  the  fwelling  was  almoft  gone ;  and 
things  promifed  a  fpeedy  cure. 

The  thirty-fourth  day,  a  confiderable  long 
bony  fragment  was  feparated  from  the  bone  of 
the  fhoulder  near  the  elbow. 
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Thefwelling  about  the  joint  was  much  dimi- 
nifhed ;  and  the  patient  could  now  move  her 
arm  with  eafe,  and  bring  victuals  to  the  mouth. 

From  the  ulcer  in  the  right  heel  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  ferum  was  again  difcharged  ;  feveral  very 
fmall  fragments  of  bones  came  now  away  ;  and 
the  patient  complained  of  fuffering  confiderably. 

In  the  mean  time  her  ftrength  was  encreafed, 
and  her  appetite  was  good ;  fhe  was  fatter,  and 
more  in  fpirits. 

The  forty-eighth  day,  the  ulcer  of  the  heel 
was  entirely  doled ;  nor  was  there  fcarce  any 
fwelling,  or  any  pain,  perceived. 

About  the  elbow  every  thing  alfo  wore  a  bet¬ 
ter  afpedt. 

I  then  ordered  a  purge,  which  Fgave  eight 
yellowifh  ftools. 

Nothing  was  adminiftered  the  next  day, 
which  was  fet  alide  as  a  day  of  reft. 

But  the  following  days  I  prefcribed  again  the 
extradl  and  the  whey. 

Thefifty-fixthday,  the  patient  was  much  bet¬ 
ter  y  lhe  could  bend  her  arm,  and  move  it  in 
every  fenfe. 

The  ulcer  in  the  heel  continued  firmly  clofed. 

The  feventy-fecond  day,  the  parts  which  had 
been  fwelled  were  now  returned  to  their  natural 
ftate ;  and  the  ulcer  of  the  elbow  was  aimoft 
healed. 

As  the  motion  of  the  joint  was  now  tolerably 
free,  and  the  bones  no  longer  fwelled,  I  thought 
it  unneceffary  to  apply  the  fomentation  for  the 
future.  The  ulcer  only  was  covered  with  lint 
fteeped  in  an  infufion  of  hemlocks 

The  ninetieth  day,  the  ulcer  of  the  elbow  en- 
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tirely  clofed ;  nor  did  the  cicatrice  which  was 
formed,  any  way  hinder  the  flexibility  of  the 

arm.  q  v 

I  Hill  continued  to  prefcribe,  for  twelve  days 

longer,  the  hemlock  and  the  whey ;  then  I  or¬ 
dered  a  purge ;  and  finding  the  patient  quite  re¬ 
covered,  and  the  ulcers  perfectly  healed,  we 
difmiffed  her  from  the  hofpital. 

CASE  XI. 

A  Man,  aged  thirty-five,  had  ulcers,  for  two 
years  part,  of  the  fouled:  kind,  in  both 
heels,  and  between  the  fhoulder-blades. 

His  whole  body,  befides,  was  covered  with 
itching  puftules,  filled  with  the  fharpeft  ferum. 

The  ulcers  continually  dilcharged  a  molt  acrid 
ichor,  eat  away  the  neighboring  parts,  and  even 
confumed  the  tendons  and  the  bones. 

The  ufe  of  baths,  and  the  application  of  va^ 
rious  other  remedies,  brought  but  fmall  relief ; 
or,  if  the  ulcers  feemed  almoft  healed,  they 
broke  out  again  immediately,  and  were  in  the 
word:  date. 

Thus  the  patient  became  very  weak,  began 
to  be  emaciated,  and  had  no  diurnal  fweats. 

At  length  he  called  for  my  advice  ;  and  as  I 
knew,  by  manifold  experience,  that  hemlock 
correded  a  fharpnefs  of  the  blood,  and  healed 
limilar  ulcers,  I  prefcribed  two  pills  of  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  that  plant,  and  a  decodion  of  burdock- 
root. 

In  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  the  itching  over 
his  body  almoft  ceafed ;  many  of  the  puftules 
difappeared  ;  nor  did  the  ulcers  difcharge  fuch 
quantities  of  ichor. 
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The  twentieth  day,  the  patient  was  much 
ftronger;  the  nodturnal  fweats  were  not  now 
perceived  ;  and,  from  the  borders  of  the  ulcers, 
a  white  little  fkin  begun  happily  to  proceed,  in 
order  to  the  formation  of  a  cicatrice. 

I  then  prefcribed  an  antiphlogiftic  purgative. 

Afterwards  I  ordered  a  continuation  of  the 
hemlock-extradt,  and  of  the  decoftion  of  bur¬ 
dock-root. 

He  now  took  daily  half  a  dram  of  the  extradt 
of  hemlock. 

The  thirty-fixth  day,  the  patient  was  tolerably 
well ;  and  the  ulcers  were  alrnoft  clofed. 

The  tendons  had  hitherto  appeared  naked  in 
the  ulcers ;  but  fince  the  cicatrice  began,  their 
motion  was  not  impeded. 

The  forty-eighth  clay,  the  ulcers  were  covered 
with  a  thin  cicatrice ;  to  which,  in  order  to 
render  it  the  more  firm,  I  applied  fome  nutritive 
ointment. 

I  afterwards  prefcribed  another  antiphlogiftic 

purgative. 

The  iixtieth  day,  the  ulcers  feemed  entirely 
confolidated  ;  and  the  man  was  perfectly  cured. 

I  prevailed,  however,  upon  him  to  continue,  * 
for  the  three  enfuing  weeks,  a  fmall  dofe  daily 
of  the  hemlock-extradl,  drinking  after  it  the  in- 
fufion  of  the  flowers  of  elder,  and  concluding 
the  whole  courfe  with  a  purge  for  the  third 
time,  that  the  blood  and  the  firft  ways  might 
thus  be  freed  from  all  crudities  and  acrimony. 

From  the  ufe  of  hemlock  this  man  recovered 
a  much  better  color  in  his  countenance  ;  all  the 
fliufglqs,  which  had  hitherto  been  flaccid,,  were 
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grown  firm  now  and  ftrongj  and  he  foon  fatten¬ 
ed  to  a  degree  of  becoming  fquare  and  bulky. 

CASE  XII. 

A  Smith  was  troubled  for  ten  years  pad  with 
a  mofi:  foul  diforder  of  the  Ikin,  which 
did  not  differ  much  from  the  elephantiafis  or 
leprofy. 

He  had  implored  the  abidance  of  aimed  eve¬ 
ry  phyfician,  furgeon,  bath-keeper,  and  quack 
he  could  meet ;  he  took  many  of  the  mod  ce¬ 
lebrated  and  fpecific  remedies  for  a  long  con¬ 
tinuance  ;  he  went  into  many  mineral  baths, 
and  received  various  vapors ;  but  fcarce  ever 
found  relief.  He  was,  however,  able  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  labor  of  his  trade. 

This  foul  fcab  did  not  drew  itfelf  in  the 
face  or  hands,  but  in  thofe  parts  only  which 
apparel  covers. 

From  this  circumdance  he  was  enabled  to 
converfe  with  his  companions,  but  never  lay 
in  the  fame  bed  with  any  of  them. 

When  he  found,  however,  that  the  dronged 
medicines  were  productive  to  him  of  no  a- 
mendment,  he  ceafed  to  apply  any  longer  to 
phyficlans ;  but  leaving  all  to  nature,  he  re¬ 
fused  himfelf  nothing  which  pleafed  his  palate, 
drank  drongly,  nor  guarded  again d  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  weather. 

This  conduct  did  not  make  him  worfe. 

It  happened,  however,  that  being  expofed 
lad  winter  to  a  hidden  cold,  he  caught  un¬ 
luckily  a  pleurify. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  oecafion  he  was  conduced  to 
our  hofpital. 

He  fhould  have  been  blooded  at  repeated 
times ;  but  his  fkin  was  fo  very  hard  and 
tough,  that  the  furgeon  could  not  open  a 
vein  without  confiderable  force  and  particular 
attention. 

The  blood  that  came  away  was  truly  pleuritic. 

By  the  means  of  decodtions  of  emollients, 
expectorants,  nitrous  and  balfamics,  this  heavy 
diforder  was  in  fourteen  days  happily  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  fpitting. 

The  eighteenth  day,  I  prefcribed  a  purge; 
and  the  man  again  appeared  in  perfect  health. 

The  diftemper  of  the  fkin,  was,  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  no  way  altered,  during  the  courfe  of  this 
acute  diforder. 

I  then  imagined  that  the  hemlock  ought  to 
be  tried  in  the  prefent  complaints,  however  ob- 
ftinate  they  had  hitherto  appeared. 

I  perfuaded  him,  therefore,  to  remain  ftill 
longer  in  the  hofpital ;  andlpromifed  him  a  cure. 

I  ordered  immediately  ten  grains  of  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  hemlock  to  be  taken  in  the  morning, 
and  as  much  at  night;  together  with  plentiful 
draughts  of  the  decodtion  of  burdock-root  and 
liquorice. 

The  whole  body  was  wafhed  twice  a  day, 
befides,  with  equal  parts  of  water,  and  warm 
milk,  in  two  meafures  of  which  one  ounce 
was  difolved  of  Venice  foap. 

In  the  fpace  of  ten  days  many  of  the  fcales 
fell  off ;  the  wrinkles  were  much  foftened;  and 
a  very  flight  perfpiration  was  perceived. 
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The  fkin,  which  hitherto  had  been  wrin¬ 
kled,  foul  and  fcabby,  hard  almoft  indeed  to  a 
horny  fubftance,  and  infenfxble,  became  pain¬ 
ful  now,  when  handled  fomewhat  roughly. 

The  eleventh  day,  the  patient  began  to  take 
half  a  dram  of  hem  lock- ex  trad!  in  theTpace  of 
every  twenty-four  hours.  The  deception  of 
burdock- root,  liquorice,  and  the  walkings,  were 
continued. 

The  feventeenth  day,  almoft  all  the  fcales 
were  feparated  s  and  the  wrinkles  of  the 
fkin  were  levelled  by  degrees. 

The  patient  complained,  neverthelefs,  of  a 
wandering  heat,  and  of  anxiety ;  his  pulfe  was 
even,  and  not  feverifh  ^  his  ftrength  recovered  > 
and  his  appetite  good ;  his  urine  was  fharp  and 
plentiful ;  and  he  had  daily,  without  the  affi fi¬ 
ance  of  medicine,  three  or  four  bilious,  fetid 
flools. 

He  felt,  from  the  leaf!  touch  of  thofe  parts 
where  the  fcales  adhered,  a  lively  heat  and  pain. 

The  fame  medicines,  and  in  the  fame  dofes5 
were  ftill  continued. 

The  twenty- iixth  day,  he  was  feized  with  a 
fhivering,  afterwards  a  heat,  and  a  great  thirfta 
accompanied  by  a  ftrong  fever. 

I  immediately  refrained  from  preferibing 
hemlock  ;  but  1  ordered  plenty  of  the  rob  of 
elder,  as  well  as  nitre,  and  a  decodtion  of 
barley. 

By  thefe  means  he  was  pretty  often  worked  y 
however  his  ftrength  was  not  much  diminifh- 
ed ;  the  fymptoms  were  all  by  degrees  abated  ; 
and  the  thirty-fifth  day,  the  skin  had  very  near 
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the  natural  color;  the  patient’s  appetite  return¬ 
ed  ;  and  his  pulfe  was  regular,  and  flow. 

I  reftored  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  with  a 
foft  diet ;  and  by  way  of  medicine,  as  well  as 
for  common  drink,  I  ordered  an  infufion  of 
eld^f  flowers  in  milk. 

The  forty-ninth  day,  the  fld.11  was  almoffc 
returned  to  its  natural  date ;  but  it  always  re¬ 
mained  endued  with  a  quicker  and  more  lively 
fenfation  than  had  been  ufual  to  it  formerly. 

The  patient  had  then  recovered  ftrength ;  he 
eat  heartily,  and  flept  foundly ;  his  urine  was 
well  colored,  and  in  fufficient  quantity ;  his 
ftools  were  of  the  proper  kind. 

But  as  various  puftules  appeared  upon  the 
fkin,  which  itched,  and,  when  broke,  difchar- 
ged  an  acrid  ferum  ;  I  thought  that,  to  purify 
more  effectually  the  blood,  the  ufe  of  the  hem¬ 
lock  was  ftill  to  be  continued. 

I  therefore  ordered  ten  grains  of  the  extract 
to  be  taken  every  morning,  and  as  much  at 
night;  befides  whey  to  be  plentifully  drank. 

By  thefe  means  he  wras  perfectly  recovered  in 
a  fortnight. 

The  out  fldn,  or  epidermis,  remained,  how¬ 
ever,  very  tender,  and  was  broke  with  the  leaft 
rubbing. 

But  this  complaint  was  foon  remedied  by 
the  baths  of  Bade,  which  this  perfon  made  ufe 
of  for  three  weeks. 

Being  thus  perfectly  reftored,  his  fldn  and 
epidermis  in  their  natural  ftate,  he  came  to  me 
again,  and  returned  me  thanks. 
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CASE  XIII. 


A  Woman  of  two  and  forty,  otherwife  In  a 
very  good  date  of  health,  began  about 
feven  years  ago,  from  what  caufe  fhe  did  not 
know,  to  be  troubled  with  the  whites  ;  and 
from  that  time  the  natural  difcharge  entirely 
ceafed. 

The  matter  proceeding  from  the  womb  was 
In  the  beginning  mucous,  thick,  and  whitifh, 
A  tenfion,  and  a  wandering  ftich  were  alfo  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  lower  region  of  the  belly. 

The  urine,  befldes,  was  totally  flopped,  or 
rendered  difficult  at  lead  to  come  away. 

After  the  ufe  of  baths  and  various  other  re¬ 
medies,  this  flux  was  at  length  fupprefled. 

But  there  flill  remained  a  ftich  and  tenfton 
in  the  lower  region  of  the  belly.  A  ftoppage  of 
urine  was  alfo  frequent ;  a  vague  heat  often 
attacked  the  head  ;  flight  fainting  lupervened  ; 
and  almoft:  every  evening  a  kind  of  fhivering 
feized  the  back. 


Thefe  complaints  were  removed  by  the  de- 
codiion  only  of  marfh-mallows. 

J 

For  very  near  five  years,  the  diforder  was' 
pretty  tolerable ;  the  patient  did  not  lofe  her 
ilrength,  and  was  able  to  continue  her  ufual  oc¬ 
cupations. 

But  now  gnawing  pains  were  felt;  the  ten¬ 
fion  of  the  lower  region  of  the  belly  rendered 
it  exceffive  painful  upon  the  flighted  touch; 
nor  could  the  patient  either  urine,  or  go  to 
ftool. 

By  the  means  of  the  mod:  emollient  gliders 
and  fomentations,  a  drarp  troubled  urine  came 
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away  $  the  ftools  were  black,  hard,  and  lam-, 
py. 

The  patient  received  relief  from  hence ;  re¬ 
covering  her  ftrength,  and  able  to  be  out  of  bed. 

On  touching  the  outfide,  a  hard  fwelling  was 
perceived  in  the  lower  region  of  the  belly,  in 
which  was  felt  a  hot,  gnawing*  pungent  pain. 

On  this  account  the  woman  went  into  the 
moft  emollient  bath  for  two  hours  every  day ; 
and  on  the  eighth,  a  flunking,  blackifh,  and 
(harp  ichor  came  away  ;  which  abated  both  the 
heat  and  pain. 

She  ufed  the  fame  bath  for  a  fortnight  ftill, 
and  found  herfelf  infinitely  better  ;  for  the  parts 
which  had  been  fo  tender,  could  now  well  bear 
a  rougher  handling  3  and  the  patient  was  able 
to  walk  about  without  uneafmefs. 

But  the  flux  of  the  fharpefc  ichor  was  ftill 
becoming  more  confiderable  $  and  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  and  outer  parts,  were  eaten  away. 

External  remedies  were  applied,  and  inward 
medicines  adminiflered,  upon  this  occafiom 

For  fome  days  the  patient  feemed  to  receive 
relief ;  and  the  difcharge  was  much  more  mo¬ 
derate. 

The  pains  were,  however,  again  augmented ; 
and  a  fever  fupervened,  accompanied  with  a 
ftoppage  of  the  urine ;  fo  that  emollient  glifters 
and  fomentations  v/ere  neceffary  to  free  the 
urinary  paifagej  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
difcharge,  alfo,  of  the  ichor  was  more  copi¬ 
ous. 

By  degrees  the  patient  became  much  weak¬ 
ened  j  fhe  began  to  fhiver  towards  evening,  af-  * 
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terwards  to  be  hot,  and  to  fweat  profufely  ill 
the  nighto. 

Every  thing  that  was  tried,  was  tried  to  no 
kind  of  purpofe ;  the  pains  were  more  acute,  and 
more  obftinate;  the  matter  was  more  fetid,  and 
more  acrid  . 

Abandoned  by  the  phyflcians,  the  came  to 
our  hofpital,  emaciated  and  cachedtic. 

I  prefcribed  every  remedy  which  I  had  ex¬ 
perienced  to  be  ufeful  in  the  like  complaints. 

I  endeavored,  befides,  to  corredt  the  acri¬ 
mony  with  demulcent  deeodtions,  and  a  foften-* 
ing  diet. 

The  patient's  flrength  feemed  fomewhat  aug¬ 
mented,  and  her  mind  lefs  melancholy;  but 
the  evening  fever,  and  the  nodturnal  fweats,  re¬ 
mained. 

Nor  were  the  pains  diminiihed,  or  the  flux 
more  moderate. 

Thefe  circumflances  induced  me  to  change 
the  ufual  remedies,  in  favor  of  the  hemlock. 

I  ordered,  however,  to  be  drank  at  the  fame 
time  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  marih- mallows,  and 
took  care  to  have  the  neck  of  the  womb  arid 
outer  parts  wafhed,  feveral  times  a  day,  with 
a  weak  infufion  of  hemlock  in  milk. 

Every  thing  wore,  in  a  few  days,  a  much 
better  afpedt ;  the  pains  abated;  the  evening 
fever  was  more  moderate,  deep  more  undi- 
liurbed,  the  fweats  much  lefs  profufe,  and  the 
matter,  which  the  womb  difcharged,  lefs  fetid. 

The  eighteenth  day,  I  now  ordered  four  and 
twenty  grains  of  the  hemlcck-extradt,  in  the 
fpace-  of  every  twenty-four  hours. 

The  fymptoms  were,  almoft  every  day  grow- 
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ing  better  j  the  pain  was,  however,  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that,  in  order  to  abate  it,  the  help  of  opium 
was  found  necelfary. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  pains  were  violent.and 
burning,  accompanied  with  a  fever,  and  a  thiift  j 
and  the  patient  was  much  reduced. 

I  difcontinued  the  hemlock  for  a  time ;  not 
that  I  condemned  it  on  this  account. 

I  ordered  the  patient  to  be  blooded  ;  nothing 
was  adminidered  inwardly  except  a  mod  emol¬ 
lient  decoftion  with  nitre  and  honey. 

Outwardly,  an  emollient  cataplafm  was  ap¬ 
plied. 

When  the  fever  came  on,  the  difcharge  from 
the  womb  entirely  ceafed ;  the  pafiage  of  the 
urine  became  difficult,  tho  not  totally  flopped. 

The  blood  which  was  drawn  was  thick  and 
enflamed. 

Thefe  bad  fymptoms  perfevered,  with  fcarce 
the  lead  remiffion,  to  the  fourth  day ;  and  the 
patient  was  perceived  often  to  have  fhiverings. 

The  fourth,  fhe  was  very  weak;  the  pulfe 
often  intermitted ;  and  in  the  face  many  changes 
were  obferved  of  color  and  of  heat. 

At  length,  towards  evening,  after  much  fhi- 
vering,  a  cold  fweat,  and  a  flight  fainting,  fome 
mucous  matter  difcharged  itfelf  from  the  womb, 
mixed  with  bloody  flreaks,  and  emitting  a  very 
offenfive  fmell. 

Hence  all  concluded  the  prefence  of  a  morti¬ 
fication  which  could  not  be  otherwife  than  fatal. 

But  in  half  an  hour  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
pus  appeared,  and  the  patient  found  herfelf 
much  relieved ;  the  night  was  pad  in  quiet,  and 
the  deep  refrefhed  her. 

1  H  A 


The 


6o 


CHAPTER  II. 


The  next  morning,  I  found,  the  patient  in  good 
fpirits  ;  the  pulfe  was  natural ;  a  moderate  flow 
of  pus  continued. 

I  then  prefcribed  a  decoCtion  of  marfh-mal- 
lows  without  nitre ;  but  I  ordered  pills,  at  the 
fame  time,  compofed  of  olibanum,  maftick, 
farcocol,  and  the  mucilage  of  gum-dragon. 

The  pains  about  the  region  of  the  womb  were 
at  prefent  few  ;  nor  was  there  any  hardnefs  now 
obfervedc 

By  thefe  medicines  alone,  and  with  a  fofteft- 
ing  diet,  the  difcharge  of  pus  was  ended  in  a 
fortnight ;  and  the  patient's  ftrength  aug¬ 
mented. 

However,  as,  upon  the  ceffation  of  the  pus, 
a  dropping  of  ichor  was  ftill  perceived,  which 
made  the  patient  feel  pungent  pains  wandering 
in  the  womb  y  I  laid  afide  the  balfamic  pills, 
and  prefcribed  a- new  the  hemlock -ex  traCt  5  by 
which  means  fhe  was  entirely  cured  in  three 
weeks  time. 

She  now  w as  lufty,  active,  ftrong ;  the  dif¬ 
charge  from  the  womb  was  ceafed;  her  urine 
flowed  with  eafe ;  her  appetite  was  good  j  her 
lleep  was  refrefhing  and  undifturbed* 

CASE  XIV. 

A  Woman  of  eight  and  forty  had  had  the 
whites  for  about  fifteen  years  ;  and  tho 
fhe  took,  for  a  very  long  continuance,  every  re¬ 
medy  prefcribed  to  her  by  the  beft  phyficians, 
the  evil  ftill  perfifted  in  its  ufual  ftate,  or  even 
became  worfe. 

When  ihe  found  that  her  complaints  remained 
the  fame,  whether  fhe  followed  or  negle&ed  the 
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directions  of  her  doctors,  and  that  even  medi¬ 
cines  had  weakened  and  altered  her  for  the 
worfe  ;  fne  changed  her  condudt,  and  abandoned 
herfelf  to  the  management  of  nature. 

She  took  no  remedies  for  eleven  years ;  and 
then  the  menles  difcontinued,  which  hitherto 
had  always  flowed  at  proper  times,  and  in  fuf- 
ficient  quantities. 

V ery  violent  and  acute  pains  were  felt  upon 
this  occafion  in  the  womb,  accompanied  with  a 
continual  heat;  and  the  matter  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  mucous,  benign,  and  thick,  was 
now  become  greenifh,  thin,  and  of  a  bad  fmell. 

She  then  implored  the  fuccour  of  phyficians, 
applied  to  furgeons,  and  advifed  with  feveral  old 
women ;  but  remedies  rather  encreafed  her  mi- 
fery,  than  afforded  her  relief. 

.  mf-- 

The  patient  was  by  degrees  reduced  to  the 
lowed:  date. 

The  pains  and  heat  were  both  continual ;  to¬ 
wards  evening  they  encreafed  ;  to  the  difcharge 
of  the  moll  putrid  ichor,  now  was  joined  dif- 
folved  and  fetid  blood,  together  with  fibrous, 
corrupted,  blackifh  crufts ;  the  neck  of  the 
womb  and  outward  parts  were  gradually  exul- 
cerated  and  eaten  away ;  nor  could  the  ema¬ 
ciated  patient  fcarce  fupport  herfelf  erect. 

In  this  moft  wretched  fituation  we  admitted 
her  into  the  hofpital. 

I  de fired  Mr.  Haffner  to  examine  as  well  as 
poffible  the  parts  of  generation. 

He  found  thofe,  which  outwardly  appear,  ex- 
eded;  the  neck  of  the  womb  exulcerated;  its 
month  hard  and  painful,  emitting  a  famous  mat¬ 
ter  when  clofely  preffed. 
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I  advifed  injedtions  into  the  neck  of  the  womb 
twice  every  day,  compofed  of  a  weak  infufion 
of  the  hemlock-plant,  with  a  little  honey  of 
yofes,  and  one-fixth  part  of  milk. 

A  decodtion  alfo  was  adminiftered  of  emol¬ 
lient,  demulcent,  and  involving  ingredients, 
jnixed  with  one-third  portion  of  new  milk. 

In  fix  days  time  the  fmell  was  become  much 
lefs  offend ve ;  and  the  patient  was  fomewhat 
better. 

I  then,  befides  the  decodtion,  preferibed  the 
hemlock  j  the  injedtions  like  wife  were  conti¬ 
nued. 

All  the  fymptoms  were  by  degrees  abated ; 
in  the  room  of  ichor,  a  mucous  pus-like  mat¬ 
ter  at  length  appeared  ;  and  afterwards  all  dif- 
charge  was  difeontinued. 

And  in  the  foace  of  eleven  weeks  this  woman 

‘  *  T '  ‘  ^  :  V  t  <•  i  v  i  *  i  y  i-  -  * 

recovered  perfefl:  health. 

It  was  not  found  neeeffary  to  adminifter  above 
half  a  dram  daily  of  the  extrad:,  as  this  dofe 
proved  {efficient  to  obviate  every  fymptom. 

The  injedions  were  laid  afide,  as  foon  as  the 
benign  matter  began  to  flow. 

The  genital  parts  were,  however,  wafhed  now 
and  then  every  day,  left  this  benign  matter 
fhould  acquire  acrimony  by  lodging  in  any  of 
the  folds.  '  I 

CASE  XV. 

A  Woman  of  two  and  fifty  was  long  troubled 
with  a  continual  gnawing  pain  in  the 
womb. 

She  was  at  the  fame  time  afflicted  with  the 
whites,  which  became  at  length  of  fuch  malig¬ 
nancy^ 
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nancy,  that  the  parts  df  generation  not  only 
were  corroded ;  but  the  very  linens,  into  which 
it  was  received,  were  Ihortly  rendered  friable 
and  rotten. 

The  fmell,  befides,  was  fo  confiderable,  and 
fo  offenfive,  that  her  hulband  Ihunned  her ;  and 
her  female  acquaintance,  with  whom  Ihe  had 
been  moll  intimate,  avoided  now  her  company. 

After  having  fpent  much  of  her  fubltance  to 
no  purpofe,  in  fearch  of  cure,  fhe  at  laft  re- 
quelled  my  advice. 

I  ordered  her  to  drink  plenty  of  whey,  and 
to  walh  the  genital  parts  with  a  weak  infufion 
of  hemlock  and  milk,  with  a  little  honey  of 
rofes. 

But  as  Ihe  complained  of  terrible  pains,  during 
the  night,  in  the  womb,  I  ordered  her  powders, 
every  night  going  to  bed,  of  half  a  dram  of. 
cfabs-eyes,  and  a  grain  of  opium. 

This  rendered  her  fleep  longer,  and  lefs  di- 
llurbed  ;  her  appetite  was  augmented ;  Ihe  e- 
ven  feemed  fomewhat  llronger,  and  more  hearty. 

In  other  refpedts,  however,  no  alteration  hap¬ 
pened. 

I  then  prefcribed,  bdides  the  whey,  the 
hemlock-extrad  ;  and  I  continued  the  evening 
powders. 

The  pains  were  fo  much  abated  in  the  fpace 
of  a  fortnight,  that  the  opiate  at  night  became 
unnecelfary ;  the  matter  which  ilfued  from  the 
womb  neither  fmelt  fo  ill,  nor  was  as  lharp  as 
formerly. 

The  urine,  was  however,  flopped. 

I  then  abllained  from  giving  the  hemlock 
for  fome  days,  and  prefcribed  the  following 
mixture.  5  Take 
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Take  of  crabs  eyes,  one  ounce* 

of  mountainy  auftrian  wine,  one  pound. 

Let  a  mixture  be  made,  of  which  the  patient 
is  to  take  a  fpoonful  four  times  a  day. 

This  mixture  was  attended  with  remarkable 
effedt  :  the  urinary  paffage  became  perfectly  free  $ 
and  from  the  womb  much  fharp  ichorous  mat¬ 
ter  was  difcharged,  to  the  patient's  great  re¬ 
lief  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  pains  were  again 
encreafed. 

It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  return  to  the 
hemlock. 

V  .  «  >  *  u  ' 

I  ordered  to  be  taken,  twenty  grains  of  the 
extradt  every  day ;  befides  plenty  of  whey,  or 
decodtion  of  marfh-mallows. 

The  pains  were  upon  this  affwaged,  and  the 
ftrength  augmented  i  the  difcharge  was  mucous, 
and  feldom  fetid. 

Notwithftanding,  in  about  three  weeks,  a 
ftoppage  of  urine  lupervened  again. 

I  therefore  fubftituted,  in  the  room  of  the 
hemlock,  the  former  mixture  of  crabs-eyes  and 
wine.  ' 

This  gave  great  relief. 

Thus  I  was  often  obliged  to  interrupt  the 
ufe  of  the  extradr ;  and  almoft  every  fortnight 
I  gave  the  mixture,  returning  .  afterwards 
to  the  hemlock. 

The  confequence  of  this  treatment  was,  that 
in  fix  months  time,  this  patient  was  perfedHy 
recovered  from  the  moft  wretched  ftate. 

And  now,  thefe nine  months  part,  ibe  enjoys 
excellent  health. 

She  lately  indeed  eat  too  freely  at  a  feaft,  and 

came 
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came  to  me  for  fome  remedy  to  cure  the  in- 
digeftion. 

But  I  only  advifed  her  to  live  abftemious  for 
a  day  or  two. 

The  learned  Do&or  Collin  happened  to  be 
prefent  at  the  time ;  I  fhewed  this  woman  to 
him,  reftored  from  a  moft  dangerous  diforder. 

She  related  to  him,  better  than  I  was  able, 
the  whole  hiftory  of  her  complaints ;  and  could 
not  enough  praife  the  pills,  which  had  caufed 
her  cure. 

She  told  him,  that  fhe  was  defpifed  by  every 
body,  on  account  of  the  fmell  which  proceeded 
from  her  womb ;  that  her  own  hufband,  her 
very  children,  had  forfaken  her,  as  if  the  had 
been  affiidted  with  the  plague. 

That,  emaciated  by  a  confumption,  fhe  had 
been  reduced  almoft  to  fkin  and  bone ;  that  fhe 
had  taken  a  difguft  for  victuals ;  that  her  noctur¬ 
nal  fweats  had  been  very  profufe. 

But  that  fhe  was  now  reftored  to  vigor  and 
to  flefh ;  and  added,  that  fhe  was  at  prefent 
extremely  pleafing  to  her  hufband. 

CASE  XVL 

A  Virgin  of  eighteen  had,  for  three  years 
paft,  both  breafts  as  hard  as  ftone. 
Befides,  fhe  was  flaccid,  pale,  cacheCtic ; 
her  menfes  had  hitherto  never  flowed  ;  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  a  palpitation  of  the  heart ;  and  upon 
walking  a  little  fafter  than  ufual,  flue  panted, 
and  was  almoft  fuffocated. 

Both  breafts  were  marked  with  livid  ftreaks ; 
and  a  very  fharp  wandering  pain  was  alfo  often 
felt. 
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The  glands  likewife  of  the  arm-pits  and 
groin  were  (welled  and  hard. 

I  immediately  ordered  three  pills  to  be  taken 
of  the  extract  of  hemlock,  three  times  a  day, 
each  pill  weighing  two  grains  ;  and  after  every 
dofe,  two  cup-fuls  to  be  drank  of  an  infufion 
of  balm  and  elder-flowers. 

Outwardly,  nothing  was  applied. 

The  fifth  day,  no  alteration  was  hitherto  ob- 
ferved. 

I  therefore  encreafed  the  hemlock  to  four 
pills  three  times  a  day,  and  continued  the 
fame  infufion. 

-  '  •  i  *  •  ,  • 

The  eighth  day,  the  livid  flreaks  difap- 
peared  from  both  the  breads ;  but  the  wan¬ 
dering  pungent  pains  were  much  more  frequent  ^ 
the  drength  was  greater. 

The  tenth  day,  fifteen  pills  were  now  daily 
adminidered  to  the  patient. 

The  twelfth  day,  a  white,  glutinous  matter 
blued  from  the  womb  in  confiderable  quantities ; 
all  the  hardneffes  appeared  lefs  great ;  the  refpi- 
ration  was  eafier ;  nor  was  the  palpitation  fo  fre¬ 
quent. 

I  continued  the  fame  dofe  of  the  pills  to  the 
twentieth  day,  when  all  things  wore  now  a  bet¬ 
ter  afped  ;  the  fwellings  were  much  lefs  ;  both 
breads  were  become  more  moveable,  and  in 
fome  meafure  hanging  down. 

The  color  of  the  countenance,  before  of  a 
yellowifh  green,  was  now  changed  to  near  a 
rofy  color ;  all  the  furidions  began  to  be  re¬ 
do  red. 

A  mucous  matter  i  flued  from  the  womb  in 
plenty,  which  was  fometimes  (harp,  and  pro¬ 
duced 
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duced  a  heat  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and 
fometimes  fo  benign  that  the  patient  perceived 
nothing. 

Eighteen  pills  were  now  daily  adminidered  of 
the  hemlock. 

The  thirtieth  day,  both  breads  were  almoft 
redored  to  their  natural  condition ;  the  glands 
of  the  arm-pits  were  confiderably  leffened ;  the 
patient  felt  no  pain,  and  was  in  very  good 
fpirits. 

The  difcharge  from  the  womb  was  no  longer 
either  confiderable  or  frequent. 

The  dofe  of  the  pills  was  not  afterwards  aug¬ 
mented  ;  and  the  infufion  of  balm  and  elder 
flowers  was  continued. 

The  fiftieth  day,  nothing  could  be  found  dis¬ 
ordered  in  the  breads ;  there  were  yet  under  the 
arm-pits  indeed  a  few  lumps,  of  the  fize  of  peas; 
the  e debar ge  of  mucous  matter  from  the  womb 
was  entirely  ceafed  ;  and  a  good  appetite  was 
obtained. 

I  preferibed,  for  three  weeks  after,  a  mode¬ 
rate  dofe  of  hemlock,  and  feme  infufion  of  rue. 

The  menfes  then  appeared  without  any  kind 
of  pain ;  pure  blood  difeharged  itlelf  during 
the  fpace  of  five  days;  no  palpitation  was  now 
obferved ;  nor  did  a  confiderable  walk  render 
her  refpiration  difficult. 

Thus  appearing  redored  to  perfect  health,  we 
ordered  her  no  more  medicines. 

CASE  XVII. 

A  Man  of  thirty  was,  two  years  ago,  affiidted 
with  a  very  drong  quotidian  ague. 

I  2.  w  His 
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His  fprgeon  immediately  ceafed,  upon  his  re¬ 
covery,  to  adminifter  the peruvian  bark. 

Upon  which  the  refpiration  of  the  patient  be¬ 
came  foon  difficult,  and  his  appetite  loft ;  there 
was  a  teniion  in  the  left  hypochondrium  ;  nor 
could  it  be  touched  without  caufing  pain ;  he 
could  not  lie  on  his  right  fide.  Finally,  there 
arofe  a  hard  fwelling,  which  filled  almoft  the 
whole  left  cavity  of  the  lower  belly. 

Befides,  all  over  the  body  there  appeared  by 
degrees  very  foul  boils,  of  a  blueith  caft,  which 
penetrated  deep  between  the  ikin  and  the  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  fat ;  fomeof  whom,  being  broke  by 
rubbing,  difcharged  black,  putrid  blood,  and 
fhortly  gave  way  to  fungous  fiefh,  which  grew 
with  expedition. 

To  all  thefe  misfortunes  a  tertian  ague  now 
was  added. 

The  phyficians  who  attended  this  patient  ex¬ 
pected  to  fee  his  former  complaints  cured  by  this 
new  difeafef 

Hence,  they  prefcrihed  faline  and  difiolving 
remedies,  and  bitters  in  order  to  affift  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  fever. 

But  they  had  no  effeCt ;  and  the  fever  became 
fo  vehement,  that  the  patient  was  confiderably 
weakened  ;  his  extremities  fwelled  gradually ; 
and  a  dropfy  was  juftly  apprehended. 

At  length  he  was  brought  to  our  hofpitah 

With  flight  diuretics,  Venice  fope  rhubarb, 
antifcorbutic  conferves,  &c .  I  difpelled  the 
fwelling  of  the  extremities ;  his  appetite  return¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  fever  was  ftill  en- 
ereafing,  and  the  fits  were  become  of  fuch  con¬ 
tinuance 

v-  -•  !»  *  *  v.  v 
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fcinuance  that  almoft  every  one  of  them  lafted 
about  five  and  twenty  hours. 

A  cough  feized  the  patient  always  in  the  fit 
to  fuch  a  great  degree,  that  at  laft  he  fpit  up 
florid  blood. 

The  paroxyfm,  however,  over,  he  neither 
coughed,  nor  was  troubled  with  a  difficulty  of 
breathing. 

No  remedies  were  able  to  mitigate  this  cough 
when  the  fit  approached ;  and  a  very  great  heat 
was  felt  in  the  bread:  in  confequence  of  it. 

The  patient  was  at  length  quite  emaciated ; 
his  ftrength  was  entirely  gone ;  and  the  noctur¬ 
nal  fweats  threatened  a  confumption  that  would 
be  fatal. 

It  was  therefore  necefiary  to  abate  the  fever. 

For  this  purpofe  I  joined,  to  the  antifcorbutic 
conferve,  fome  of  the  choiceft  peruvian  bark ; 
by  which  means,  in  five  days  time,  the  fever 
was  greatly  diminifhed ;  the  fweats  by  night 
Were  inconfiderable ;  the  patient’s  ftrength  was 
fomewhat  now  recovered  ;  he  was  greatly  re¬ 
freshed  by  natural  and  undifturbed  fleep ;  the 
cough  was  much  lefs  troublefome,  and  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  affwaged  by  the  help  of  mucila^ 

.  ges  and  opiates. 

I  therefore  continued  fimilar  remedies  for 
fome  weeks,  and  afterwards  added  to  them 
others  which  might  contribute  to  difpel  the  fwell- 
ings,  and  cure  the  boils. 

The  fwelling  ftill,  however,  perfifted  in  the 
left  fide  of  the  lower  belly  1  the  boils  remained 
always  in  the  fame  ftate ;  nor  was  the  fever  at 
an  end. 

A  livid  fwelling  in  the  feet  was  npw  obferved $ 

and 
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and  boils  in  the  fame  place  appeared,  larger  in 
fize,  and  more  in  number. 

Several  decodtions,  which,  upon  other  occa - 
lions,  have  contributed  confiderably  towards 
correcting  the  mafs  of  blood,  were  of  no  fervice 
in  the  prefent  cafe. 

To  thefe  at  length  I  joined  fome  flight  anti- 
venereal  mercurial  remedies. 

As  the  patient  obeyed  thefe  I  aft  prefcriptions 
without  any  inconvenience,  and  as  no  alteration 
hence  had  happened  for  the  better  or  the  worfe, 
I  adminiftered  by  degrees  ingredients  of  a  ftrong- 
er  kind  ;  and  towards  the  end  I  ordered,  befides 
great  quantities  of  decodtion,  fome  corroflve  fub- 
limate  diffolved  in  corn  fpirits. 

Thefe  alfo  the  patient  bore  extremely  well. 

But,  tho  given  in  large  dofes  for  a  month, 
they  were  productive  of  no  effect. 

Having  now  tried  fo  many  different  remedies, 
fcarce  any  thing,  except  the  hemlock,  remain¬ 
ed  of  thofe  which  the  diforder  indicated. 

I  therefore  adminiftered  immediately  ten 
grains  every  morning,  and  as  many  at  night;  be¬ 
tides  plenty  of  the  decodtion  of  barley. 

The  third  day  after  having  employed  the 
hemlock,  the  patient  fcarce  felt  any  return  of  the 
fever. 

In  other  refpedts,  nothing  was  yet  altered. 

The  feventh  day,  the  patient’s  ftrength  was 
much  recovered ;  the  fever  was  entirely  gone ; 
the  appetite  was  encreafed  ;  the  flaccid  fwellings 
about  the  joints  and  in  the  face  were  now  totally 
difpelled. 

I  now  gave  daily  half  a  dram  of  the  hemlock- 
extradt. 

The 


CASE  XVII.  71 

The  twelfth  day,  the  urine  was  thick,  fetid* 
and  of  a  blackifh  red  ;  fome  of  the  boils  were 
dried ;  while  others,  which  broke,  difcharged  a 
fluid  of  a  livid  color. 

The  fwelling  in  the  left  fide  of  the  lower  bel¬ 
ly  feemed  fofter,  and  more  moveable ;  but  the 
patient  could  not,  however,  yet  lie  on  the  right 
fide. 

The  nights  were  paffed  without  reftleffnefs  or 
anxiety. 

•t 

I  then  ordered  an  antiphlogifiic  purgative. 

The  fifteenth  day,  twenty  grains  were  now  ad- 
miniftered,  morning  and  evening,  of  the  ex- 
t  radii. 

The  twentieth,  the  feet,  which  had  been 
hitherto  fwollen  and  livid,  returned  to  their 
natural  fize  as  well  as  color  5  and  feveral  of  the 
boils  were  dried  up. 

Here  and  there,  however,  new  boils  again  ap¬ 
peared,  of  a  bright  red,  and  very  final!. 

The  urine  continued  thick,  and  of  a  blackifh 
red. 

I  then  applied  to  all  the  lower  belly  a  plafter 
of  the  hemlock. 

The  twenty-fifth  day,  the  patient  took  a  pur¬ 
ging  antiphlogiftic  draught. 

Afterwards  an  entire  dram  was  taken  daily  of 
the  hemlock-extradt. 

The  thirty-firft  day,  many  of  the  dried  boils 
were  feparated  from  the  fir  in ;  but  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body  remained  extremely  tender; 
the  fkin  broke  upon  the  flighted  friction,  and 
difcharged  a  fharp  ferum. 

The  urine  now  appeared  lefs  thick,  and  of  a 
brownifh  hue. 


The 
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The  thirty-fifth  day,  I  repeated  the  antiphlo-* 
giftic  purgative. 

The  fortieth,  five  boils  only  were  now  obferved, 
and  thefe  were  extremely  fmall  and  almoft  dry. 

The  fwelling  of  the  lower  belly  was  fofter, 
and  fmaller. 

The  fifty- third  day,  all  the  boils  difappeared ; 
and,  only  for  the  fwelling  in  the  lower  belly, 
this  patient  might  be  then  difmifled  as  entirely 
cured. 

An  antiphlogiftic  purge  was  then  adminiftered 
to  him. 

And  as  he  now  recovered  his  full  force,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  car¬ 
penter. 

I  ordered  him,  befides,  to  continue  ftill  to  take 
thirty  hemlock- pills  of  two  grains  each  ;  and  to 
drink  plentifully  of  the  decodion  of  burdock- 
root  ;  applying,  at  the  fame  time,  the  plafter  of 
hemlock  to  the  lower  belly. 

After  fix  weeks,  he  was  able  to  lie  on  the  right 
fide  without  uneafinefs ;  the  fwelling  was  redu¬ 
ced  to  a  very  fmall  fize. 

The  tenth  week,  the  fwelling  had  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  difappeared. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  month,  the  man  was 
perfedly  cured. 

After  repeating  once  more  the  purging  potion, 
I  thought  itunneceflary  for  him  to  take  medicines 
any  longer. 


CASE  XVIIL 


A  Youth  of  feventeen,  on  his  arrival  from 
Hungary  at  Vienna,  was  feized  with  a  ve-< 
ry  violent  fever ;  he  had^  befides,  a  large,  hard, 

immove- 
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immoveable  fwelling  in  the  left  hypochondriunl ; 
this  was  accompanied  by  the  jaundice  ;  and  his 
body  was  all  over  bloated. 

I  ordered  divers  remedies  in  the  fpaee  of  three 
weeks,  but  could  procure  him  no  relief. 

I  therefore  had  recourfe  to  the  hemlock-ex- 
tradt,  of  which  I  adminiftered  to  him  eight 
grains  morning  and  evening ;  together  with  a, 
ftrong  infufion  of  the  leaves  of  trefoil. 

In  eight  days  time,  the  fever  was  much  aba¬ 
ted  >  the  ftrength  encreafed ;  the  general  fwell¬ 
ing  of  his  body  was  fofter,  fmaller,  and  thefkiii 
already  began  to  wrinkle ;  the  urine,  which  had 
hitherto  been  brown  and  thick,  was  now  of  a 
citrine  hue  ;  the  right  hypochondrium  the  lead: 
touch  of  which  caufed  pain,  now  even  bore  to 
be  ftrongly  prefled  ;  the  appetite  likewife  was 
encreafedo 

I  then  preferibed  a  flight  purgative  of  rhubarb 
and  poly chr eft  fait. 

The  next  day,  I  began  to  give  ten  grains  of 
the  extract  every  morning,  and  as  much  at 
night :  the  trefoil-infuflon  was  continued. 

The  eighteenth  day,  the  patient  fcarce  felt  any 
attack  for  the  future  of  the  fever ;  the  fwelling 
of  the  whole  body,  and  efpecially  that  of  the 
extremities,  was  much  diminifhed  ;  the  jaundice 
now  was  inconfiderable,  and  the  appetite  good ; 
the  urine  almoft  natural,  and  the  fwelling  fofter 
in  the  left  hypochondrium. 

I  then  ordered  half  a  dram  a  day  of  the  hem- 
lock-extrad;  ^  and  to  the  left  hypochondrium  I 
applied  a  plafter  of  the  fame  plant. 

The  thirtieth  day,  the  young  man  was  alrea¬ 
dy  ftrong  j  the  fever  entirely  ceafed  ;  feme  flight 
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remains  of  the  jaundice  ftill  fubflfled  ;  the  pain 
in  the  joints,  and  the  fwelling,  totally  difappeared^ 

X  repeated  the  purge  of  rhubarb  and  polychreft 
fait. 

Afterwards  X  continued  the  fame  infufion  and 
the  fame  dole  of  the  hemlock-extradt. 

The  forty-firft  day,  no  traces  of  the  jaundice 
could  be  now  perceived^  and  thepatient’s  ftrength 
was  good. 

But  no  great  alteration  for  the  better  was  yet 
obferved  in  the  fwelling  of  the  left  hypochon-* 
drium. 

X  therefore  ordered  forty  grains  to  be  taken 
daily  of  the  extrad:  $  the  left  hypochondrium  to 
be  rubbed,  morning  and  evening,  with  equal 
parts  of  the  ointment  of  marih-mallows  and 
flowers  of  marygold,  with  a  little  camphire ;  and 
the  body  to  be  well  exercifed  in  the  open  air. 

By  this  means,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months 
and  an  half,  the  fwelling  of  the  hypochondrium 
entirely  vanifhed;  and  the  youth,  being  perfectly 
recovered,  returned  to  the  army. 

X  had  ordered  him  a  flight  purge  every  fort¬ 
night  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  remedies. 

CASE  XIX. 

A  Man  of  four  and  thirty  had  the  glands  of  his 
neck  fwelled  to  fo  great  a  fize,  for  fome 
years  pafl:,  that  the  fwelling  on  each  fide  of  the 
neck  was  equal  to  a  man's  head. 

It  was  horrid  to  behold  this  wretch  from  the 
appearance  of  his  being  treble-headed. 

^  The  feveral  glands  joined  in  one  mafs,  and 
fluck  clofely  to  one  another. 

Under  the  arm-pits  there  were  alfo  large 

fwell- 


CASE  XIX.  7? 

fwellings  which  rendered  the  motion  of  the 
arms  extremely  painful,  if  not  almoft  im- 
poffible. 

In  the  fore  part  of  the  breaft,  a  fchirrous 
mafs  extended  itfelf  from  the  neck  to  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  ribs. 

Thefe  fchirs  were  corroded  here  and  there 
by  ichorous  ulcers. 

Foul  and  fungous  cancers  grew  out  in  other 
places. 

Numberlefs  fiftulas  and  finufles  were  dilco- 
vered  likewife. 

A  terrible  cough  attacked  the  patient ;  noc¬ 
turnal  fweats  confumed  his  flefh  and  force;  his 
refpiration  (was  difficult;  his  appetite  loft;  his 
feet  and  arms,  his  face  and  the  whole  habit  of 

his  body,  were  bloated  by  an  edematous  fwell- 
ing. 

The  manifeft  figns  appeared  of  a  true  con¬ 
sumption. 

The  moil  penetrating  vegetable  and  mineral 
remedies  were  prefcribed  upon  this  occafion,  by 
various  phyficians ;  their  endeavors  were  in- 
effectual ;  nay,  the  patient  became  worfe. 

I  ordered  this  man,  thus  emaciated,  panting 
and  fwollen,  to  be  admitted  into  our  hofpital. 

Mr.  Haffner,  tho  he  had  often  feen  many 
very  dangerous  diforders  cured  by  the  foie  ufe 

of  hemlock,  could  entertain  no  hopes  at  all  in 
the  prefent  cafe. 

I  mud  own  I  gave  up  the  man  myfelf  for 
loft ;  for  the  undermining  fever,  the  nodlurnal 
fweats,  the  continual  and  fatiguing  cough,  the 
weaknefs  of  the  patient,  the  fwelling  of  all 
tne  body,  the  cachexy  of  the  humors,  and  the 
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difficulty  of  breathing,  prefaged  an  almoft  cer¬ 
tain  death. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  I  defired  Mr.  Haffi? 
ner,  outwardly  to  apply  an  hemlock-fomentation, 
and  inwardly  to  injedt  into  the  fiftulas  and  fi~. 
nuffes  a  weak  infufion  of  hemlock,  with  a 
little  honey  of  rofes, 

|  prefcribed,  at  the  fame  time.  Tome  expecto¬ 
rant  and  ftrengthening  medicines. 

By  the  fomentation  alone,  the  ulcers  were  be¬ 
come  confiderably  cleaner,  and  thefwellings  fof- 
tened. 

At  the  end  of  twelve  days,  the  patient  re¬ 
covered  fome  little  force,  breathed  more  freely, 
and  paffed  more  quiet  nights. 

'This  induced  me  to  adminifter  the  hemlock 
inwardly. 

I  ordered,  for  common  drink,  a  decoition  of 
barley,  with  a  fourth  part  of  milk. 

By  the  ufe  of  hemlock,  the  fpittle  came  a- 
way  with  eale;  and  in  about  a  fortnight,  the 
fuelling  all  over  the  habit  of  the  body  ceafed ; 
the  urine  was  difcharged  in  plenty ;  the  eve¬ 
ning  fever  was  abated ;  and  the  nodturnal  fweats 
were  lets  profufe  j  the  hardnefs  of  the  neck, 
the  fiftulas  and  finuffes,  v/ere  now  all  in  a  much 
better  ftate ;  and  the  patient  was  already  able 
to  be  out  of  bed. 

The  great  and  quick  effeit  of  this  medicine 
in  fo  defperate  a  cafe,  afforded  us  confiderable 
fatisfadhon  $  and  added  to  the  alacrity  and  fpirit 
with  which  we  perfevered  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  inward,  and  the  application  of  the  out¬ 
ward  remedies  that  the  circumftances  required. 

Before  the  firft  rponth  \vas  over,  in  which 
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the  hemlock  was  prefcribed,  the  color  of  the 
countenance  was  already  natural ;  the  appetite 
returned  ;  the  evening  fever  ceafed  ;  the  fweats 
by  night  no  more  obferved ;  the  ftrength  to¬ 
lerably  good  •>  the  fwellings  of  the  neck  fofter 
confiderably,  and  fmaller ;  and  the  beft  of  pus 
difcovered  in  the  ulcers. 

The  learned  Dodtor  Collin  and  I  took  care 
together  of  this  patient ;  Mr.  Haffner  carefully 
continued  the  fomentation  and  injedtion  in  the 
day,  and,  during  the  night,  applied  the  plafter 
of  the  hemlock. 

In  fix  weeks  time,  the  fwellings  of  the 
neck  were  lefifened  by  the  half ;  and  the  patient 
could  bend  his  neck  on  every  fide  without 
much  uneafinefs. 

The  breathing  was  free  ;  no  cough  was  heard ; 
and  the  patient  was  become  fat  and  ftrong. 

We  now  prefcribed  an  entire  dram  every  day 
of  the  extradt  of  hemlock. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  month,  the 
patient  took  a  dram  and  a  half  daily  of  the 
extradl. 

We  continued  three  months  this  dofe,  by 
which  time  all  the  fwellings  were  difpelled, 
and  the  ulcers  clofed  by  cicatrices  the  fiftulas 
and  finuffes  were  healed,  and  the  neck  reduced 
to  its  natural  fize,  and  reftored  to  its  natural 
ftate. 

The  patient  was  now  hearty,  fat  and  ftrong  ; 
nor  did  we  ever  perceive  that  the  leaft  incon¬ 
venience  proceeded  from  the  dofe  that  we  ad- 
miniftered. 

Thus  was  effected,  by  the  hemlock,  what  no 
man  before  could  prefume  to  hope  for. 

CASE 
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CASE  XX. 

A  Virgin  of  five  and  twenty  had  her  right 
breaft  hard  for  ten  years  paft. 

This  fwelling  gradually  extended  to  the  ami- 
pits';  at  length  a  lividnefs  appeared ;  the  veins 
diftended ;  the  affedted  part  was  in  continual 
torture  day  and  night ;  and  the  arm  dwelled,  and 
was  immoveable. 

Called  upon  to  this  patient,  I  prefcribed  im¬ 
mediately  the  hemlock-extradt,  but  ordered  no 
outward  application. 

In  the  fpace  of  five  days,  the  lividnefs  was 
changed  to  a  bright  red,  and  the  pains  were 
much  abated. 

The  thirteenth  day,  the  breaft  had  almoft  its 
natural  color ;  the  veins  were  ftill  diftended ;  the 
fwelling  was  much  fofter,  and  more  moveable ; 
the  fize  of  the  arm  was  likewife  leffened,  and 
capable  of  fome  little  motion. 

The  menfes  appeared  the  fixteenth  day  ;  the 
patient  oblerved  the  blood  to  flow  much  purer 
than  before,  and  lefs  uneafinefs  to  precede  the 
terms. 

For  hitherto,  when  the  return  of  the  menfes 
was  approaching,  the  patient  was  tormented  al¬ 
ways  with  a  moft  troublefome  vomiting,  a  very 
violent  cholic,  and  a  difagreeable  tendon  about 
the  os  facrum  and  the  groin ;  accompanied 
moftly  with  an  anxiety  in  the  breaft,  a  palpita¬ 
tion  of  the  heart,  a  giddinefs  of  the  head,  and 
painful  ftoppages  of  urine  :  none  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  were  felt  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 

During  the  flow  of  the  monthly  terms,  the 
veins  of  the  affefted  breaft  were  reduced  to 

their 
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their  natural  dimenfions ;  the  breaft  was  be- 
come  fofter,  fmaller,  more  moveable,  and  di¬ 
vided  into  feveral  leffer  lumps. 

The  arm  was  moved  with  tolerable  cafe,  and 
reduced  to  its  natural  fize. 

The  twenty-fourth  day,  the  menfes  ceafed  to 
flow  ;  the  patient  was  very  well,  felt  no  pain, 
and  recovered  fome  ftrength  ;  and  the  lumps  of 
the  affeded  breaft  were  feparated  into  very  thick 
fibres. 

I  then  ordered  a  flight  purgative. 

The  thirty-fixth  day,  a  few  very  fmall  lumps 
only,  and  fome  fibrous  hardneffes,  fubfifted  In 
the  breaft ;  the  patient  was  in  an  excellent  con¬ 
dition  ;  the  countenance,  which  before  had 
been  wan  and  cachedic,  now  was  of  a  rofy  hue; 
and  the  whole  habit  of  body  was  become  much 
ftronger,  firmer,  and  more  fit  fordoing  anybufmefs. 

The  forty-third  day,  themenftrual  flux  return¬ 
ed  without  the  lead  inconvenience. 

The  fiftieth  day,  fcarce  any  thing  differed  in 
the  breaft  from  the  natural  ftate ;  the  arm  was 
moved  with  perfect  freedom ;  and  pain  was  no 
longer  now  perceived. 

I  prefcribed,  at  this  time,  a  gentle  purge. 

The  eightieth  day,  the  woman  was  in  per- 
fed:  health  ;  and  her  breaft  was  found  entirely 
reftored  to  its  natural  ftate. 

I  then  ordered  another  purgative ;  and  after¬ 
wards  I  thought  it  was  no  longer  neceflary  to 
give  the  hemlock. 

A  moderate  quantity  of  the  extrad  of  this 
plant  proved  fufficient  to  cure  this  patient. 

The  firft  four  weeks,  1  only  ordered  three 
pills  in  the  morning,  and  three  at  night ;  after- 
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wards,  I  proceeded  to  four^  and  finally,  to  five 
pills  for  adofe. 

Each  pill  weighed  two  grains. 

No  external  remedies  were  applied. 

Nor  was  any  decodtion  drank  to  facilitate  the 
cure  ;  except  fome  veal  broth,  after  every  dofe 
of  the  hemlock-pills. 

This  patient  had  formerly  been  often 
fubjedt  to  a  very  violent  pain  on  one  fide  of  the 
head,  which,  from  the  taking  of  the  hemlock- 
extradt,  has  not  been  once  obferved. 

A  final!  dofe,  therefore,  of  the  hemlock  cured 
entirely  many  ills. 

CASE  XXL 

AN  old  woman  of  feventy,  extremely  weak 
and  emaciated,  had  a  mod:  foul  and  can¬ 
cerous  ulcer  near  the  left  parotid. 

This  ulcer  produced  finuffes  and  fiftulas* 
which  penetrated  deeply  between  the  muffles 
of  the  neck  and  the  integuments  of  the 
head. 

Outwardly,  a  fomentation  of  hemlock  was 

applied  by  Mr.  HafFner;  and  he  injected  feveral 

times  a  day,  the  fiftulas  and  finuffes  with  an 
<*»• 

infufion  of  the  fame  herb. 

.  Inwardly,  I  ordered  the  hemlock  and  plenty 
of  milk.  .  _  . ...  * 

In  the  fpace  of  twenty  days,  every  thing  can¬ 
cerous,  fungous,  or  corrupt,  was  feparated  from 
the  ulcer ;  feveral  of  the  finuffes  were  ciofed  ; 
and  the  patient  recovered  ftrength. 

She  then  took  a  difguft  to  milk ;  fo  that  I 
allowed  a  little  wine,  fome  veal,  barley-cream, 
or  rice  lightly  boiled. 

Every 
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Every  thing  wore  daily  now  a  better 
afpedt ;  and  in  the  fixth  week  of  the  hemlock's 
being  employed,  all  the  finufies  and  iiftiilas 
were  found  clofed,  and  the  ulcer  covered  with 
a  firm  cicatrice. 

Nothing  more  was  outwardly  applied;  but 
two  pills  were  ftill  ordered  to  be  taken  inwardly 
every  morning,  and  as  many  every  evening,  for 
a  fortnight. 

We  then  difmiffed  this  old  woman  from  the 
hofpital,  perfectly  cured,  and  full  of  fpirits. 

CASE  XXII. 

A  Woman  of  four  and  forty,  healthy  itl  other 
refpedls,  difcontinued  to  have  her  monthly 
terms  from  the  age  of  two  and  thirty. 

•  She  felt  no  other  inconvenience  from  this 
ceffation,  than  a  tenfion  in  her  left  groin. 

She  frequented  baths,  and  tried  various  other 
remedies,  in  vain. 

In  two  years  after  the  firft  ftoppage  of  the 
menfes,  fhe  perceived  a  hardnefs  in  the  left  regi¬ 
on  of  the  belly,  which  caufed  no  pain  even  on 
being  handled,  and  could  be  moved  up  and 
-down. 

This  encreafed,  in  fize,  fo  quick,  that  in  a 
very  (hort  time  it  was  double  the  bignefs  of  a 
man's  fift. 

And  when  the  patient  lay  on  the  right  fide, 
it  excited  a  pain,  a  tenfion,  and  anxiety. 

She  had  recourfe  again  to  the  moft  emollient 
baths,  took  remedies  prefcribed  to  her  by  the 
beft  phyficians,  and  outwardly  applied  a  plafter 
and  ointment. 

The  fwelling  foon  feemed  fofter,  fmaller;  but 
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it  returned  quickly  to  the  hardnefs  of  a  ftone ; 
and  a  tenfion  was  perceived,  all  over  the  left  fide 
of  the  belly. 

The  patient,  finding  remedies  productive  of 
no  effeCt, .  left  her  diforder  to  take  its  courfe, 
without  attempting  to  check  its  progrefs. 

However,  fhe  bound  bandages  round  her 
belly,  to  hinder  the  fwelling,  which  was  not  fixed 
to  any  one  place,  from  being  any  obftruCtion  to 
her  in  walking  or  in  lying. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1761.  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  peripneumony,  which  obliged  her 
to  be  brought  to  our  hofpital. 

Bv  the  means  of  antiphlogiftic,  emollient, 
and  expectorant  remedies,  this  difeafe  was  hap¬ 
pily  terminated  in  five  and  twenty  days,  by  a 
1  pit  ting  ;  and  the  patient  recovered. 

After  this  diforder,  a  pain  began  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  fwelling  of  the  lower  region  of  the 
belly,  which  was  fometimes  violent,  and  at 
others,  almoft  vanifhed. 

The  woman,  herfelf,  told  her  ftory  in  the 
manner  I  have  now  repeated  it. 

Mr.  Haffner  and  I  examined  the  fwelling, 
and  concluded  it  to  be  a  Jchir  of  the  left  ovary. 

But  as  fo  many  remedies  were  already  given, 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time  uninterrupt¬ 
edly,  without  effecting  any  alteration,  we  im¬ 
mediately  prefcribed  the  hemlock,  together  with 
a  flrong  decoCtion  of  marfli- mallows  root ;  but 
applied  nothing  outwardly. 

The  pain  foon  ceafed  in  the  part  affeCted ; 
but  the  head  was  heavy,  and  feemed  to  the 
patient,  as  if  fqueezed  by  a  prefs, 

I  then  ordered  a  gentle  purgative,  which  gave 
4  -  the 
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the  head  great  eafe.  Afterwards  I  returned  to 
the  hemlock. 

This  woman,  by  degrees,  became  quite  well; 
her  appetite  was  reftored ;  her  ftrength  encreaf* 
ed;  her  deep  calm  and  undifturbed.  • 

A  fortnight  after  we  fir  ft  gave  the  hemlock, 
the  dwelling  feemed  already  to  be  fofter;  and 
from  the  womb  proceeded  a  white,  thick,  vid- 
cid,  mucous  matter,  without  imell. 

In  the  fpace  of  a  month,  the  fwelling  was 
now  fmaller  by  the  half,  and  foftened ;  the 
mucous  matter  ftill  continued  to  iffue  from 
the  womb. 

It  was  then  obferved,  that  the  difcharge  of 
this  matter  produced  a  heat  in  the  womb,  and 
other  genital  parts. 

Before  the  fecond  month  elapfed,  nothing 
could  be  now  diftinguifhed  like  a  hardnefs,  or  a 
dwelling;  the  woman  complained  of  no  incon¬ 
venience,  and  was  able  to  lie  on  any  fide. 

The  mucus  flowed  now  in  lefs  quantities 
from  the  womb,  and  was  of  a  thinner  kind. 

In  a  few  days  it  ceafed  entirely ;  and  the 
woman  had  every  appearance  of  perfect  health. 

However,  I  took  care  that  fhe  fhould  ftill 
continue  for  a  fortnight  the  ufe  of  the  hemlock- 
pills,  that  nothing  might  remain  which  could 
afford  occafion  for  a  relapfe. 


CASE  XXIII. 

Child  of  three  years  old  was  affiidted  with 
the  worft  rickets ;  his  face  and  body  were 
dwelled  ;  and  his  ftrength  reduced. 

I  tried  many  remedies,  which  have  been  da- 

lutary 
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lutary  on  the  like  occafions,  but  were  of  no 
fervice  here* 

This  determined  me  to  give  the  hemlock ;  I 
began  by  a  grain  every  morning,  and  a  grain  at 
night. 

The  fourth  day,  I  encreafed  the  dofe  to  four 
grains  daily  ;  the  child  began  already  to  have 
an  appetite. 

The  eighth,  I  now  adminiftered  fix  grains  a 
day ;  the  infant  was  ftronger,  and  could  fup- 
port  itfelf  on  its  little  legs. 

I  did  not  afterwards  augment  the  dofe,  as 
things  were  growing  better  every  day  ;  and  the 
child,  which  had  hitherto  been  fluggifh,  mo- 
role,  and  fearful,  was  in  a  month's  time  be¬ 
come  a&ive,  merry,  and  flout  ;  he  eat  heartily; 
and  the  fwellings  of  the  joints  were,  at  leafl, 
leiTened  by  two  thirds. 

The  cachedtic  color  of  the  countenance  was 
changed  to  a  natural  and  ruddy  complexion. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  month,  the  child 
was  perfectly  cured ;  he  walked  without  fup- 
port,  and  flept  without  anxiety ;  he  fattened 
apace  ;  and  on  his  recovery,  his  cloaths  were 
found  too  narrow,  and  too  fhort.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  this  child  grew  confidera- 
bly  during  his  taking  of  the  hemlock ;  nor 
«ver  felt  any  inconvenience  from  it. 

CASE  XXIV. 

A  Little  girl  of  four  years  old,  and  rickety, 
has  taken  the  hemlock  thefe  three  months 
paft,  and  is  now  near  cured. 


CASE 


CASE  XXVI. 


85 

CASE  XXV. 

A  Virgin  of  eighteen  vomited,  every  after¬ 
noon,  for  four  years  pafl,  whatever  was 
in  her  ftomach ;  in  confequence  of  which  (he 
became  cache&ic,  and  was  almoft  emaciated. 

Various  remedies,  adminiflered  to  her  by  other 
phyficians,  and  by  me,  afforded  indeed  fome 
temporary  ^relief;  but  the  evil  returned  again 
in  a  few  days. 

The  patient  complained  of  a  pain  and  heat 
in  the  upper  region  of  the  belly ;  a  tenfion  might 
alfo  be  perceived,  but  no  hardnefs. 

I  tried,  however,  the  hemlock ;  and  in  a  fort¬ 
night  the  vomiting  was  lefs  frequent;  and  the 
flrength  was  fome  what  augmented. 

The  third  week  the  vomiting  entirely  ceafed ; 
but  a  kind  of  anxiety  was  felt  every  afternoon ; 
and  the  nights  were  paffed  uneafily. 

I  then  prefcribed  a  purging  draught,  which 
gave  the  patient  great  relief. 

Afterwards  I  continued  the  hemlock  ;  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  month,  perfect 
health  and  fufficient  flrength  were  now  reflored. 

The  monthly  terms,  which  had  hitherto  been 
inconfiderable,  and  always  began  with  a  pain  in 
the  belly  and  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
flowed  at  prefent  plentifully  and  freely. 

CASE  XXVI. 

A  W oman  of  three  and  twenty  had  a  large 
l\  lymphatic  fwelling  all  round  her  right 
knee. 

Neither  the  fomentations,  plafter,  ointments, 
or  internal  remedies  ufual  in  fimilar  cafes,  were 
of  any  benefit  here.  But 
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But  the  ufe  of  hemlock  alone,  inwardly  and 
outwardly  adminiflered,  totally  difpelled  the. 
fwelling  in  three  weeks  time. 

In  this  interval  purgatives  were  twice  pre- 
fcribed. 

The  hemlock  in  this  perfon  provoked  very 
plentiful  difcharges  of  urine. 

CASE  XXVII. 

A  Workman,  who  had  a  cataradl  very  near  a 
a  year  in  his  left  eye,  was  cured  in  the 
fpace  of  three  months  and  a  half  by  the  means 
of  hemlock,  together  with  a  decodtion  of  bur- 
dock-root. 

Every  tenth  day  a  purge  was  given  to  him. 
For  fix  weeks  he  took  a  dram  and  a  half,  every 
day,  of  the  extradt ;  and  during  the  laft  months, 
two  drams  daily. 

This  man  not  only  recovered  perfedt  fight  by 
the  ufe  of  hemlock,  but  his  ftrength  alfo  was 
much  encreafed ;  and  he  got  rid,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  rheumatic  pains,  with  which  he  had 
been  affiidied  all  over  his  body  for  eight  years 
before. 

C  A  S  E  XXVIII. 

A  Virgin  of  five  and  twenty  was  fuddenly  de¬ 
prived  of  fight  after  an  acute  diieafe,  and 
affiidted  with  a  true  gutta  ferena. 

I  had  often  feen  corrofive  fublimate  diflblved 
in  corn- fpirits,  together  with  refolving  decoc¬ 
tions,  of  great  ufe  on  iimilar  occafions. 

This  medicine  I  therefore  ordered  to  the 
prefent  patient,  and  continued  it  for  near  two 
months ;  but  without  perceiving  the  leaft  bene¬ 
fit  to  arife  from  it.  But 
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But  as  I  had  often  obferved  the  hemlock  to 
penetrate  where  the  fublimate  could  not  gain 
admittance,  I  thought  it  proper  to  recur  to  it 
now. 

I  immediately  begun  with  twenty  grains  a 
day. 

After  three  weeks  the  patient  frequently  com¬ 
plained  of  giddinefs  and  fcintillations  ;  fhe 
thought  already  fine  could  diftinguilh  light  and 
colors. 

But  fuch  intervals  foon  ended  j  and  the  head 
returned  giddy. 

I  then  ordered  a  purge. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  month  the 
patient  could  now  obfcurely  perceive  fome  ob¬ 
jects  ;  nor  was  die  often  troubled  with  the  gid¬ 
dinefs  or  fcintillation. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  third  month  fire 
took  two  drams  a  day  of  the  extraft ;  and  her 
fight  was  confiderably  improved. 

This  dofe  was  continued  to  the  fifth  month  ; 
at  which  time  lire  could  fee  and  diftinguifh  every 
thing. 

Tho  the  hemlock  was  adminiftered  in 
large  defies  to  this  patient,  and  for  a  long  Con¬ 
tinuance,  Ihe  never  found  any  inconvenience 
from  it ;  her  appetite  was  even  reftored  j  her 
ftrength  encreafed  ;  and  all  her  adtions,  which 
had  hitherto  been  languid,  were  now  exercifed 
with  eafe  and  pleafure. 

The  monthly  terms  continued  to  appear  at 
due  times,  and  in  proper  quantities. 
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CASE  XXIX. 


Man  of  fifty  was  troubled  with  the  gout 


from  his  thirty-feventh  year;  he  had  nodes 
not  only  about  the  joints  of  his  feet,  but  alfo 
in  his  hands  and  knees ;  the  chalky  matter  eat 
away  the  neighbouring  parts ;  the  motion  of  his 
hands  and  feet  was  rendered  very  difficult,  and 
his  knees  were  become  quite  fliff ;  every  change 
of  the  weather  or  the  feafon  produced  moft  tor¬ 
turing  pains  in  thefe  parts,  and  obliged  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  take  to  his  bed  for  feveral  days. 

Neither  the  baths,  nor  any  other  external  or 
internal  remedies  which  the  patient  had  hitherto 
employed,  were  of  any  benefit  to  him. 

I  ordered  him,  therefore,  the  hemlock,  and 
fome  whey  ;  nothing  was  outwardly  applied. 

In  the  fpace  of  Jive  weeks  the  nodes  were  all 
diffolved ;  motion  returned  to  the  limbs ;  nor 
did  a  change  of  air  any  longer  caufe  great  pain. 

However,  I  advifed  a  continuation,  for  a  few 
weeks  more,  of  a  moderate  dofe  of  hemlock, 
with  plenty  of  whey. 

The  nodes  and  gouty  matter  thus  difpelled, 
the  patient  complained,  for  feveral  days,  of  a  dif- 
agreeable  tendernefs,  which  changed  into  a  very 
acute  pain  on  the  flighted:  motion,  about  the 
joints  and  places  which  had  been  filled  with 
nodes  and  chalky  matter. 

I  therefore  Wdered  him,  as  it  was  then  in  fpring, 
to  frequent  the  mineral  waters  near  Vienna. 

He  returned  from  thence  fat,  lufty,  ftrong, 
and  healthy ;  and  was  able  to  bear  every'  injury 
of  the  weather  without  pain. 
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CASE  XXX. 


Woman  of  fixty  was  troubled  with  the 


ii  gout  for  twenty  years  paft,  which  fpread 
itfelf  by  degrees  over  her  whole  body,  fixed  it- 
fe If  in  all  the  joints,  and  created  nodes  and 
chalky  fwellings. 

This  woman  was  never  free  a  month  from  pain;, 
and  when  it  came,  it  was  conftantly  fo  violent,  that 
the  could  neither  move  hand  or  foot,  nor  con¬ 
vey  victuals  to  her  mouth;  and  often,  in  the  ex- 
quifitenefs  of  fuffering,  fire  wifhed  for  death 
as  the  only  riddance  that  could  be  now  ex¬ 
pected. 

I  adminiftered  the  hemlock  to  this  patient, 
together  with  an  infufion  of  the  flowers  of 

o 

elder. 

The  fourth  week  after  this  treatment  was 
begun,  the  was  able  not  only  to  walk  about  in 
her  own  bed-chamber,  but  even  to  go  out  and 
pay  vifits  to  her  friends. 

In  a  fhort  time  after,  the  nodes  and  fwellings 
were  difpelled  entirely  ;  the  hands,  which  had 
been  rendered  by  the  chalky  fwellings  extreme¬ 
ly  difagreeable,  as  well  as  almoft  ufelefs,  were 
now  reftored  to  their  natural,  tender,  foft,  and 
fair  condition. 

Her  ftrength  encreafed ;  and  all  her  addons, 
hitherto  interrupted,  were  performed  with  eafe. 

This  woman  has  now  lived  near  nine  months 
in  perfeCt  health,  and  free  from  pain. 


CASE  XXXI. 


A  Man  aged  forty  was  troubled,  every  fpring 
***  and  autumn  for  thefe  eight  years  paft. 
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with  a  hard  fwelling  about  the  ancles ;  fa 
painful  as  to  occafion  a  fever*  and  confine  him 
to  his  bed* 

By  the  warmth  of  the  bed*  however*  and  by 
diluting  medicines*  in  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  time,  he  was  ufually  freed  from  all  his 
complaints*  and  able  to  follow  his  ordinary  bu- 
finefs. 

In  the  fpriiig  of  1760*  about  the  time  the 
pains  in  the  ancles  ufually  attacked  him*  he 
perceived  a  flight  and  moderate  tenilon,  from 
whence  he  fuppofed  his  diftemper  was  about  to 
return. 

But  this  tendon  fuddenly  difappeared  on  the 
iecond  day,  and  was  followed  by  a  fharp  prick¬ 
ing  pain  in  the  pleura  of  the  left  tide *  produ¬ 
cing  a  difeafe  of  the  true  inflammatory  kind. 

By  repeated  bleedings*  and  medicines  gene¬ 
rally  exhibited  in  fuch  cafes*  the  violence  of 
the  fever,  indeed,  was  checked  j  but  the  flich 
perfifted  equally  fevere. 

The  blood  drawn  from  the  veins  was  always, 
covered  with  a  thick,  mucous,  tough*  variega¬ 
ted  coat. 

Blifters,  finapifms,  and  other  topics,  applied 
to  the  feet,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  revulfion 
of  the  pain,  from  the  breafc  to  the  former  feat 
of  the  diftemper,  were  not  found  to  be  of  fervice. 

The  fever  at  length  went  entirely  off,  the 
the  flich  remained  continually  violent. 

As  it  appeared,  however,  on  duly  confidering 
all  the  circumflances  of  this  obftinate  ailment, 
that  it  proceeded  from  a  derivation  of  that  hu¬ 
mor  which  hitherto  had  attacked  the  feet  1  and 
as  I  had  learned  from  manifold  experience,  that 
4  in 
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in  fuch  cafes  the  hemlock  had  great  efficacy 
in  refolving  any  ferous,  acrid,  thick,  tenacious 
humor ;  I  prefcribed  it  on  this  occafion,  toge- 
ther  with  a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  marfh-mallows 
root. 

I  ufed  no  external  application,  either  to  the 
feet,  or  to  the  fide. 

The  third  day,  the  ftich  was  abated ;  the 
ancles  fweated  freely,  and  were  affe&ed  with 
an  obtufe  pain. 

The  fifth,  the  patient  began  to  fpit  ;  the 
ftich  was  much  eafier  ;  nor  did  he  teel  any  pain 
or  fwelling  in  his  ancles. 

The  twelfth  day,  he  left  his  bed ;  fcarce  per¬ 
ceived  afterwards  any  pain  ;  and  continued  to 
fpit  confiderable  quantities  of  a  glary  phlegm. 

The  thirteenth,  he  paffed  an  uneafy  night ; 
he  became  foon  weak,  and  was  leized  with  a 
violent  racking  pain  in  his  limbs,  and  oyer  his 
whole  body;  at  length  a  clammy,  fetid  and 
copious  fweat  broke  out ;  the  next  morning, 
he  found  {limfelf  prodigioufly  recovered;  he 
was  b rifle  and  ftrong,  and  had  a  very  good  ap¬ 
petite. 

I  then  advifed  him  to  continue,  for  three 
weeks  longer,  an  infufion  of  elder-flowers  in 
whey,  with  a  fmall  dofe  of  the  hemlock ;  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  came,  in  the  full 
poffeffion  of  health  and  vigor,  to  return  me 
thanks. 


CASE  XXXII. 

Woman  of  three  and  twenty  had,  for 
four  years  paft,  a  hard  fwelling,  bigger 

M  2  -  than 


CHAPTER  II. 


92 

than  a  man’s  fift,  in  each  breaft ;  but  never  felt 
in  either  the  leaft  pain. 

Ten  months  ago  fhe  married,  and  became 
with  child. 

In  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  both 
her  breafts  fwelled  greatly,  and  gave  pain  ; 
their  natural  color  was  changed  to  a  deep  red. 

All  who  law  thefe  breafts,  were  apprehenfive 
this  good  woman  would  have  cancers  of  the 
worft  kind. 

She  at  length  fent  forme;  I  was  fearful  at 
firft,  and  refufed  giving  the  hemlock,  as  I  had 
never  yet  tried  it  on  women  with  child. 

Being  certain,  however,  from  a  great  variety 
of  experiments,  that  it  excited  no  commotions 
in  the  body,  and  that  infants  might  take  it 
with  fafety  ;  I  began  with  a  gentle  dofe. 

In  a  fhort  time  it  produced  conflderable  ef¬ 
fects  ;  the  urine  became  turbid,  whitifh,  flaky, 
mucous. 

^  By  the  fourth  day,  the  breafts  had  recovered 
their  natural  color ;  the  fwelling  was  lefs,  and 
fofter. 

1  then  encreafed  the  dofe  of  the  hemlock, 
giving,  for  the  fpace  of  a  month,  half  a  dram 
every  day;  nor  was  it  afterwards  neceffary  to 
give  it  m  a  larger  quantity,  as  the  patient  mended 
daily;  and  in  the  eighth  month  oi  her  pregnancy, 
both  breafts  were  entirely  reftored  to  a  "natural 
ft  ate. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  hemlock,  this  woman 
was  much  healthier  than  fhe  had  been  hitherto ; 
being  freed  from  a  frequent  vomiting  and  a 
continual  head-ach,  with  which  fhe  had  been 
greatly  afflidted  before  fhe  took  this  medicine. 

I  could 
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I  could  obferve  no  inconvenience  that  it 
caufed  to  this  pregnant  woman. 

She  went  regularly  to  ftool  every  day ;  and 
made  a  great  deal  of  flaky,  mucous  urine  ; 
which,  however,  became  lefs  copious,  and 
quite  of  a  natural  color,  after  the  fwellings  of 
the  breads  were  difcufled ;  tho  a  confider- 
able  dofe  of  the  hemlock  was  ftill  exhibited  for 
feveral  days. 

CASE-  XXXIII. 

A  Girl  twenty-four  years  of  age,  had  over 
her  whole  body,  but  efpecially  about  the 
joints,  a  ferous,  yellowifh,  dwelling. 

For  five  years  together,  fhe  took  every  thing 
that  was  thought  proper  in  her  cafe,  by  the 
moil  eminent  practitioners ;  whence,  however, 
fhe  derived  no  benefit;  on  the  contrary,  her 
■ftren^th  was  diminifhed;  a  dry  cough  came 
on  ;  and  all  her  limbs  became  immoveable. 

I  hkewife  prefcribed  feveral  medicines  to  this 
patient,  but  without  effedt. 

At  length,  I  cured  her  in  a  months  time,  by 
a  courfe  of  the  hemlock  and  whey. 

From  the  firft,  the  hemlock  excited  a  good 
appetite;  and  afterwards  promoted  a  copious 
diicharge  of  a  greenifh-colored  urine,  with  a 
thick,  tenacious,  glutinous  fediment. 

The  fwelling  over  the  body  fubfided  in 
twelve  days  ;  but  that  about  the  joints  was 
fomewhat  more  obftinate. 

i  his  patient  had  no  occafion  for  a  purga¬ 
tive  ;  for  the  hemlock  gave  her  a  laxative  ftool 
twice  a  day* 

CASE 


CASE 


A  Man  fbrty-feven  years  of  age,  had,  for  eigh¬ 
teen  months,  a  hard  fchirroos  {"welling  in 
his  fcrotum ;  larger  than  a  man’s  fill. 

Both  tefticles  were  found  and  well. 

This  fwellino*  was  owing  to  a  gonorrhoea  iniu- 
dicioufly  ftcpt,  by  means  of  an  aftringent  in¬ 
jection. 

The  ftrongeft  mercurial  medicines,  even  a 
falivation,  anti-venereal  deceptions,  external 
fomentations  and  plafters,  were  not  of  the 
leaft  fervice. 


On  perceiving  this,  I  gave  him  the  hemlock, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  the  decoction  of  bur¬ 
dock-root. 

After  the  patient  had  taken  a  whole 
dram  of  the  extraPt  for  twenty  days  toge¬ 
ther,  no  alteration  was  yet  obfervabie  in  the. 


{welling. 

The  thirtieth  day,  I  encreafed  the  dofe  of  the 


hemlock  to  a  dram  and  half. 

The  thirty-third,  the  fwelling  was  fofterj 
and  the  patient,  in  other  refpects,  well. 

The  thirty- fixth  day,  I  gave  a  purge,  to 
which  was  added  fome  fweet  mercury. 

The  fortieth,  the  patient  now  took  two  drams 
daily  of  the  extract  of  hemlock,  the  fwelling 
{till  becoming  fmaller, 

I  continued  this  treatment  for  five  months, 
giving  him,  every  fortnight,  a  gentle  mercurial 
purge ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  the  fwelling 
was  entirely  difeuffed,  and  the  man  in  perfePt 


heal  t!i. 


CASE 


C  A  S  E  XXXV. 


95 


CASE  XXXV. 

A  ^  outh,  aged  nineteen,  had  very  bad  venc- 

*7  leSi  timers  over  his  whole  body,  with  a 
deep  caries  in  each  tibia. 

Antivenereal  medicines  of  every  kind  proved 
huitial  5  his  flrength  was  exhaufted,  and  he 
was  greatly  emaciated. 

Alter  tins  patient,  put  now  under  my  care, 
had  informed  me  of  the  different  methods  of 
cure  which  had  been  attempted,  I  was  ftill 
doubtful,  whether  the  antivenereal  medicines 
tiad  been  adminiftered  in  proper  quantities,  and 
with  due  caution. 

^  I  repeated,  therefore,  various  remedies  of  this 
tort  ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 

1  Cpon  this  Mr.  Haffner,  furgeon  of  my  hofpi- 
tai,  and  1,  agreed  to  make  trial  of  the  hemlock. 

Accordingly,  pledgets  of  lint,  moiftened  in  a 

fomentation  of  the  hemlock,  were  applied  to  the 
lores  and  carious  bones  externally  $  while  the  ex- 
trad  and  a  large  quantity  of  the  decodtion  of 

3ui dock-root,  with  a  third  part  milk,  were  <n- 
ven  inwardly.  *  & 

in  a  few  days,  a  confiderable  change  ap~ 
peared  foi  the  better ;  and  his  ftrength  encreafed. 

1  o wards  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond  month 
the  carious  bones  were  exfoliated,  and  many  of 
the  uJcers  were  covered  with  a  firm  cicatrice. 

.  ' he  Pa,lns>  which  had  cruelly  tormented  him 

in  tne  night,  were  entirely  gone. 

At  toe  end  of  the  third  month,  his  health 
feemed  quite  re-eftablifhed  ;  he  felt  no  nain  ; 
and  found  himfelf  iirong.  A 

A  moderate  dofe  of  the  hemlock  proved  fuffi- 

cient 
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cient  to  effied  a  cure  of  this  obftinate  venereal 
cafe. 

The  greateft  dole  given  in  the  fpaceof  twenty™ 
four  hours  was  one  dram. 


CASE  XXXVI. 


Lad*  of  thirteen,  was  troubled,  for  five 


1  years,  with  a  very  bad  fcald  head,  which 
re  lifted  the  efficacy  of  all  kinds  of  medicine. 

At  length  I  gave  him  a  decodion  of  the  root 
of  the  ftiarp-pointed  dock,  and  the  extrad  of 
hemlock  ;  and  ordered  his  whole  head  to  be 
waftied  twice  a  day  with  a  decodion  of  the  hem¬ 
lock  in  milk. 

By  thefe  means  he  was  perfedly  cured  in 

fix  weeks. 

This  lad  had  been  hitherto  pale,  confumptive, 
lean,  and  troubled  with  a  dry  cough  and  a  conti¬ 
nual  heat  in  his  breaft. 

All  thefe  fymptoms,  however,  difappeared  by 
the  tile  of  the  hemlock. 


C  A  S  E  XXXVII. 


Young  man  of  iixteen,  by  trade  a  t  ay  lor. 


A  ^  was,  two  years  ago,  affeded  with  a  moft 

loathfome  fcab. 


After  the  exhibition  of  a  fingle  purge,  an 
ointment  was  applied,  by  which  the  ailment  was 
repelled  from  the  fkin. 

On  which  enfued  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  a  convulfive  couyh. 

o 

Whatever  medicines  were  tried  afforded  but 
little  relief;  and  the  lad,  almoft  fpent  with  a  flow 
fever,  was  at  length  brought  to  my  hofpital. 

Having  often  ohierved,  that  the  hemlock  per¬ 
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formed  wonders  in  foulneffes  of  the  Ikin,  I  now 
refolved  to  try  what  it  could  do  in  a  cafe  where 
a  foulnefs  was  repelled  into  the  habit. 

I  gave  him,  therefore,  a  ftrong  decodlion  of 
marftw  mallow  root,  and  the  extract  of  hem¬ 
lock.  I  likewife  ordered  the  whole  body  to 
be  walked  twice  a  day  with  warm  milk,  in  two 
quarts  of  which  was  diffolved  half  an  ounce  of 
Venice  foap. 

In  eight  days  time,  a  very  troublefome  itch¬ 
ing  fpread  over  the  whole  body,  and  reddith 
puftules  appeared  full  of  a  (harp  humor. 

His  breathing  then  became  eafier,  his  cough 
lefs  frequent ;  he  dept  foundly  a-nights ;  and  he 
began  to  fpit  a  glutinous  phlegm. 

Tho  his  whole  body  was  covered  with 
puftules  of  the  fame  kind,  I  ordered  it,  never- 
thelefs,  \o  be  walked  twice  a  day. 

About  the  tenth  day,  many  of  thefe  puftules 
difappeared  again ;  others  of  them  burft,  and 
difcharged  an  acrid  ferum,  from  whence  were 
formed  rough  dark-colored  fcabs ;  and  the  ail¬ 
ment,  fuch  as  it  had  been  two  years  before, 
now  returned. 

The  head  likewife  was  exulcerated. 

The  patient  then  breathed  perfectly  free,  and 
fpit  plentifully. 

The  flow  fever  left  him ;  and  his  ftrength  was 
ranch  augmented. 

I  then  gave  him  half  a  dram  of  the  extradtof 

o 

hemlock  every  day ;  and,  as  I  faw  this  dofe  was 
fuffieient,  I  did  not  afterwards  encreafe  it. 

The  whole  body  was  walked  twice  a.  day 
with  the  milk  and  Venice  foap. 

The  twentieth  day,  the  patient  was  tolerably 

N  well  $ 
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well ;  but  he  fpit  left,  tho  the  found  was  heard 
of  loofe  matter  in  his  bre*afl. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  the  deception  of  bur¬ 
dock -root,  I  gave  an  infufion  of  the  flalks  of 
bitter-fweet. 

By  means  of  this  infufion,  the  ex  trad!  of  hem¬ 
lock,  and  the  external  fomentation,  conftant- 
ly  adminiflered,  the  breaft  was  not  only  freed 
from  the  acrid  glutinous  matter,  but  even  the 
loathfome  fcab,  which  appeared  again,  on  ha¬ 
ving  ufed  the  hemlock,  was  entirely  cured  at- 
moft  within  two  months,  and  the  young  man  re¬ 
covered  perfect  health. 


Thefe  are  the  principal  cafes  which  I  have  fe- 
ledled  from  my  own  pradtice. 

Were  I  to  relate  more  cafes,  I  might,  per¬ 
haps,  feem  prolix  and  tirefome  to  my  readers. 

By  the  hemlock  alone  I  have  cured  a  vafl 
number  of  fcrophulous  and  flrumous  complaints. 

I  have  feen  women  finely  fhaped,  with 
faces  handfomer  than  the  molt  agreeable  pidtures, 
who  have  had  the  thyroid  gland  large  and  indu¬ 
rated;  a  blemifh  which,  in  the  eyes  of  moft 
men,  eclipfes  the  fplendor  of  the  higheft  beauty. 

To  moil  of  thefe  the  hemlock  was  of  great 
iervice,  if  the  fwelling  proceeded  from  an  ob- 
Jtrudtion  or  fluffing  of  the  gland. 

I  forbear  mentioning  fchirs  of  a  {lighter  kind, 

in  the  breafls,  arm-pits,  groin,  neck  of  the 

womb,  and  womb  itfelf,  which  have  been  difc- 

cufied  bv  the  hemlock  alone. 

* 

ObflrudHons  and  hard neffes  in  the  hypochon¬ 
dria,  and  various  kinds  of  fwellings  in  the  region 

of 
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of  the  lower  belly, ,  I  fcarce  ever  failed  of  difper- 
ling  by  means  of  this  remedy. 

A  woman,  upwards  of  fixty,  had,  for  fixteen 
years,  above  twenty  very  hard  fwellings,  each 
of  which  was  as  big  as  a  goofe’s  egg,  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  abdomen. 

Various  medicines  which  fhe  tried  yielded  no 
relief;  and  the  ailment  encreafed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  flie  could  not  make  water,  and  was 
obliged  often  to  have  recourfe  to  a  catheter. 

On  taking  the  hemlock,  fhe  urined  freely  ; 
her  appetite  became  better  ;  and  her  ftrength 
returned. 

Some  of  the  fwellings  even  became  fofter,  and 
a  coniiderable  quantity  of  purulent  matter  iffued 
from  the  womb. 

If  the  patient  abftained  a  few  days  from  ufing 
the  hemlock,  the  belly  immediately  grew  tenfe, 
the  urine  was  fuppreffed,  and  badfymptoms  came 
on. 

In  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  matter  dif- 
charged  from  the  womb,  feveral  of  the  fwellings 
grew  foft  and  fmajl ;  many  others,  however, 
remained  unaltered. 

This  woman  has  received  great  benefit  from 
the  hemlock;  and,  if  fhe  continues  the  ufe  of  it, 
may,  perhaps,  be  entirely  cured. 

Nor  am  I  afraid  of  a  fuppuration  bringing  on 
a  mortal  tympany,  fince  the  diffolved  matter 
finds  a  paffage  by  the  womb ;  neither  are  there 
figns  of  the  matter  being  re-abforbed,  which 
might  occafion  a  hectic  fever. 

In  inveterate  heartburns,  I  have  very  often 
given  the  hemlock  with  the  g  re  ate  it  fuccefs ;  in 
ii  fhort  time  it  took  away  the  burning  heat,  as 
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well  as  pain,  and  defire  of  vomiting.  Perfbns,  be¬ 
fore  weak  and  emaciated/recovered  their ftrength 
by  the  ufe  of  the  hemlock,  and  became  lufty. 

Obftinate head-achs  and  hemicranias  of  along 
Handing  gave  way  to  it. 

When  I  obferved  anyobftruitions  or  ftoppages 
in  theveffels  of  the  kidneys  or  the  womb,  arifing 
from  an  acrid  tenacious  ferum ;  on  giving  the 
hemlock  I  almoft  always  perceived  that  the  menfes 
flowed  in  greater  abundance,  the  blood  affumed 
a  better  appearance,  the  racking  pains  of  the  co¬ 
lic  ceafed,  as  well  as  all  uneafy  Teachings, 
bilious  vomitings,  and  painful  tenfions  in  the 
groin,  or  near  the  os  facrum ;  nor  did  head-achs, 
dimnefs  of  fight,  or  giddinefs,  afterwards  re¬ 
turn. 

I  attended  two  women,  who,  about  the  time 
of  the  menftrua!  difcharge,  were  affiiited  with 
the  moil  dreadful  fymptoms ;  they  had  been 
married  feveral  years,  but  never  had  been  with 
child. 

On  taking  the  hemlock,  they  not  only  were 
entirely  relieved  from  thefe  complaints,  but  be¬ 
came  much  heartier,  and  both  foon  after  became 
with  child. 

What  can  the  amiable  fair  fex  expedt  farther 
from  the  hemlock  ? 

I  have  often  cured  a  ferophuious  confump- 
tion  with  hemlock  and  milk ;  I  have  had 
the  fame  fuccefs  with  the  hemlock  in  obftinate, 
inveterate,  ulcerated,  fore  throats,  whether 
eruptive,  fcorbutic,  ferous,  or  by  whatever  acrid 
definition  they  were  occafioned. 

In  many  defperate  difeafes,  where  I  faw  the 
mo  ft  efficacious  medicines  exhibited  for  a  long 

time 
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time  to  no  purpcfe,  I  have  made  constantly  trial 
of  the  hemlock,  and  by  this  means  have  often 
effected  a  cure. 

A  dropfy,  owing  to  a  hardnefs  of  fome  of 
the  abdominal  vifcera,  has  often  yielded  to  the 
hemlock  alone ;  often  it  required  the  affiftance 
of  other  remedies ;  and  often  the  evil  proved  al¬ 
together  incurable. 

Ancient  gouts,  inveterate  rheumatifms,  the 
fpina  ventofa,  pox,  deafnefs,  the  deepeft  me¬ 
lancholy,  (from  a  phyfical  caufe)  the  fcab,  fcald 
head,  bad  ringworm,  foul  ulcers,  and  the  moft 
obftinate  finous  and  fiStulous  Sores,  I  have  for 
the  molt  part  Subdued,  and  happily  cured,  by  the 
foie  affiStance  of  the  hemlock. 

I  met,  however,  with  fome  cafes,  in  which 
the  hemlock  did  no  fervice,  tho  it  was  exhibit¬ 
ed  for  a  long  time,  and  in  a  large  dofe. 

A  young  girl,  twenty  ye*irs  of  age,  for  a 
fwelling  in  her  left  cheek,  which  was  ciofely  uni¬ 
ted  to  the  lower  jaw,  and  bigger  than  a  man’s 
fill',  took  daily,  for  above  half  a  year,  a  conli- 
derable  dofe  of  the  extrad  of  hemlock  ;  from 
which  receiving  no  benefit.  She  grew  tired,  and 
left  it  off. 

Another  young  woman,  aged  twenty-five, 
had,  .  for  many  years,  a  large  dark-colored 
fwelling  in  the  right  fide  of  her  neck. 

I  made  trial  of  the  hemlock  ;  but  a  fever  was 
immediately  produced,  and  She  became  weak. 

Other  medicines,  however,  prefcribed  for 
this  fwelling,  befides  external  applications,  af¬ 
forded  no  relief. 

Wherefore  Mr.  Collin  and  I  agreed  to  make 
another  trial  of  the  hemlock  in  this  cafe,  under 


102 


C  H  A  P  T  E  R  IL 

a  different  form,  in  a  very  fmall  dofe,  and  joined 
with  other  medicines ;  but  the  former  fymptoms 
immediately  returned;  and  the  patient,  from  the 
ufe  of  the  hemlock,  even  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity, 
grew  weak,  and  was  extremely  uneafy. 

Hence  it  was  judged  proper  to  leave  the  ail¬ 
ment  to  itfelf. 

A  woman,  forty-two  years  of  age,  felt  a  very 
painful  fchir  in  her  right  breaff  for  ffx  months 
paft,  which  was  the  time  the  menftrual  dis¬ 
charge  had  left  her. 

A  furgeon  advifed  her  to  apply  an  external 
fomentation  of  wine-lees,  boiled  in  wine. 

In  two  days  the  fchir  was  much  larger,  harder; 
and  the  fkin  grew  livid. 

Afterwards  the  fcarf-fkin  burff,  and  a  fharp 
fetid  ferum  was  difcharged. 

For  feveral  weeks,  different  furgeons  and 
phyficians  tried  a  variety  of  medicines. 

But  the  difeafe  gained  ground;  the  patient 
complained  of  a  dry  cough,  of  a  heat  in  the 
breaff;  began  to  fweat  in  the  night,  and  to  be¬ 
come  emaciated. 

Being  at  length  confulted,  I  recommended 
the  hemlock,  with  a  deception  of  common  bar¬ 
ley,  and  plenty  of  milk. 

From  thence  her  ftrength  was  augmented; 
the  night fweats  ceafed;  her  appetite  returned; 
the  breafts  changed  to  a  brighter  red  ;  and  the 
hardnefs  decreafed. 

For  almoff:  two  months,  there  was  the 
greateft  hope  of  making  a  cure  of  this  wo¬ 
man. 

Then,  I  know  not  from  what  accident,  fhe 

was 
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was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  cough,  fo  violent 
that  file  jfpit  blood. 

Hence  I  was  obliged  to  difcontinue  the  life 
of  the  hemlock,  and  the  patient  at  lad  died  of 
of  a  comfumption. 

Another  woman,  afflicted  with  a  running 
cancer  in  her  right  bread,  was  better  on  taking 
the  hemlock ;  and  the  exulcerated  hardnefs  was 
reduced  at  lead  two  thirds. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  die  was  feized  with  a 
tertian  ague,  which  weakened  her  extremely. 

Upon  this  I  difcontinued  the  hemlock,  and 
gave  her  the  peruvian  bark  in  confiderabls 
quantities. 

The  ague  was  fubdued ;  her  drength  was 
redored  y  and  from  the  ufe  of  the  bark  every 
thing  feemed  to  promife  well. 

Wherefore  I  continued  giving  her  the  bark 
for  a  fortnight  longer. 

At  which  time  die  wras  attacked  with  a  hu¬ 
moral  adhma,  with  which  die  had  been 
afflicted  about  three  years  before.  She  was 

not  able  to  expectorate,  and  thus  died  fuffo- 
cated. 

A  man,  turned  of  feventy,  was  feized  with 
an  apoplexy,  from  whence  the  left  arm,  and  foot 
of  the  fame  fide,  became  paralytic. 

He  was  troubled  at  the  fame  time  with  a 
great  cough,  and  had  in  the  right  fide  of  his 
neck  a  fiefhy  fwelling,  more  than  double  the 
fize  of  a  man's  fid. 

After  phyficians  and  furgeons  had  tried  a  va¬ 
riety  of  medicines  for  feveral  months  to  no  pur- 

pole,  the  poor  man  was  at  length  abandoned  to 
his  fate. 
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The  patient’s  wife  then  defired  me  to  vifit 
him.  I  beheld  him  almoft  fpent  with  old  age, 
and  with  diftemper,  fetching  with  breath  with 
difficulty,  and  fpitting  up  a  little  adhefive  glu¬ 
tinous  matter ;  the  fwelling  on  the  neck  was 
hard,  livid  inclining  to  purple,  and  with  a  con¬ 
tinual  gnawing  pain. 

I  immediately  pronounced  the  cafe  defperate, 
to  his  wife,  and  promifed  nothing.  I  talked 
encouragingly,  however,  to  thedejedled  old  man, 
and  ordered  medicines  that  might  afford  him 
fome  relief. 

He  began  to  fpit  more  copioufly,  and  his 
refpiration  grew  eafier ;  his  ftrength  was  fome- 
what  augmented ;  but  the  fwelling  continued 
painful,  and  its  fize  encreafed.  Hence  the  pa¬ 
tient  himfelf  earneftly  befought  me  to  try  the 
hemlock. 

As  I  knew  it  was  innocent,  even  in  the  moft 
debilitated  old  men,  I  gave  him  two  grains 
night  and  morning,  and  continued,  befides, 
the  ufe  of  expectorating  medicines.  The 
effect  of  the  hemlock  was  wonderful ;  the  dis¬ 
charge  from  his  bread;  was  copious  and  mere 
concocted ;  and  in  a  few  days,  a  greater  degree 
of  motion  and  fenfation  was  perceived  in  the 
paralytic  limbs.  In  the  fwelling,  the  pain  was 
leffenedj  neither  was  it  continual,  only  return¬ 
ing  at  intervals ;  but  his  ftrength  did  not  cn- 
creafe ;  and  his  appetite  was  gone. 

I  did  not  augment  the  dofe  of  the  hemlock. 

In  about  a  month’s  time,  the  fwelling  feemed 
fofter;  but  in  other  refpefts  he  continued  much 
the  fame,  and  took  little  or  no  nourifhment. 

Neverthelefs 
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Neverthelefs,  he  was  kept  alive  for  four 
months,  at  the  end  of  which,  his  ftrength  be¬ 
ing  entirely  exhausted  thro  want  of  nourifh- 
ment,  the  poor  wretch  languifhed  for  eight 
days,  and  then  died. 

Sometimes  I  have  given  the  hemlock  in  a 
cataradl,  and  by  a  long  courfe  of  it,  in  a  large 
dole,  have  at  length  fucceeded.  Often,  how¬ 
ever,  in  this  difeafe  it  produced  no  effedt  at 
all. 

I  made  a  perfedl  cure  of  four  women  with 
cancerous  ulcers  about  the  womb,  by  means  of 
the  hemlock.  Many  others  it  relieved  for  a 
time,  without  effecting  an  entire  cure. 

In  others,  affiidtedwith  cancers,  the  hemlock 
evidently  did  no  fervice ;  there  were  even  fome 
patients  who  could  not  bear  it,  complaining 
that  from  taking  it,  their  pain  became  more 
violent,  their  weaknefs  greater,  and  the  icho¬ 
rous  difcharge  more  fetid,  acrid,  and  copious. 

For  inftances  like  thefe,  fhould  the  hemlock 
be  exploded  ?  or  fhould  it  never  be  tried  in 
fimilar  cafes  ? 

It  was  neceffary,  candidly,  and  ingenuoufly,  to 
mention  thefe  exceptions,  left  I  fhould  be  thought 
to  want  to  impofe  on  the  learned  world,  by 
dwelling  only  on  the  praifes  of  hemlock. 
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Containing  fever al  Obfervations  com?nimicated  by- 

other  Phyjicians . 

H  E  very  learned  Dr.  Peter  ab  Armis,  a 
JL  phyfician  at  Trent,  in  his  friendly  letter 
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addreffed  to  me  in  Auguft,  1760,  expreffes  him- 
felf  in  the  following  manner  : 

44  A  mod  agreeable  young  woman,  whom  I 
happily  cured  of  a  fchir  in  her  left  breaft,  by 
means  of  your  medicine,  the  hemlock,  defires 
me  to  return  you  her  thanks.0 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Jofeph  Baader,  profeffor 
of  phyfic  at  Friburg,  writes  concerning  the 
hemlock  in  thefe  terms  :  “  By  means  of  the 

hemlock,  which  I  have  no w  made  to  be  kept  in 
the  {hops  here,  I  have  cured  in  feven  weeks  a 
real  ulcerated  cancer  in  a  woman's  breaft. 

In  another  woman,  whofe  cafe  I  formerly 
mentioned,  thofe  painful  fchirs  under  the 
tongue  are  now  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  the  one  on 
the  left  fide  can  hardly  be  perceived,  the  other 
on  the  right  fide  is  much  fmailer  than  it  was, 
and  is  attended  with  little  pain,  tho  the  woman 
has  been  affii&ed  with  it  for  fourteen  years  paft. 

“  In  five  months,  by  means  of  the  extradl 
and  fomentation  of  the  hemlock,  I  difcuffed 
a  fchir  in  a  young  man’s  neck,  which,  fpr 
above  ten  years,  had  refilled  the  efficacy  of  all 
kinds  of  medicine.” 

The  eminent  Dr.  Martin  vander  Belen,  find 
profeffor  of  phyfic  in  the  univerfity  of  Lpvain, 
&c.  writes  thus  :  “  Tho  thofe  obfervations  in 
your  book  fufficiently  prove  its  efficacy,  neverr 
thelefs,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you 
to  be  briefly  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  a  cure  I 
performed,  by  means  of  the  hemlock. 

“  A  maiden  gentlewoman,  aged  forty,  about 
three  years  ago,  without  any  obvious  external 
caufe,  was  ieized  with  a  fcirrhus  in  her  left 

*  •  breaft^ 


CHAPTER  III. 


i  o? 

hreaft,  for  which,  at  firft,  fhe  did  nothing ; 
afterwards,  however,  fhe  applied  a  variety  of 
fuch  remedies  as  were  recommended  to  her  by 
old  women  ;  at  length,  on  the  fwelling  growing 
larger,  and  the  pain  becoming  every  day  more 
violent,  in  May,  1760,  (lie  called  on  a  burgeon, 
who,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  ordered 
pultices  to  be  applied  thrice  a  day,  in  order  to 
bring  the  tumor  to  fuppurate,  by  which  means 
the  fymptoms  grew  worfe. 

44  In  the  mean  time,  without  requiring  any  fur¬ 
ther  advice,  with  a  moft  inconfiderate  rafhneis, 
he  proceeded  to  open  the  fwelling,  by  which 
the  malignity  was  augmented,  and  a  difcharge 
of  blood,  at  times,  iflued  from  the  wound. 

44  Being  fent  for  in  the  month  of  July,  I  be¬ 
held  a  moft  fhocking  fpedtacle,  a  cancerous 
fwelling  fo  extremely  large  as  to  cover  the  whole 
left  tide,  from  the  collar-bone  down  to  the  laft 
of  the  true  ribs,  and  from  the  edge  of  the 
breaft-bone  to  the  large  curvature  of  the  ribs 
backwards,  and  firmly  adhering  to  the  parts 
underneath  it. 

44  On  the  external  furface,  the  veins  ap¬ 
peared  near  an  inch  broad,  and  the  arteries 
were  dilated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  whole 
heavy  bulky  fwelling  was  raifed  up  by  every  pul¬ 
iation. 

44  The  weak  and  emaciated  patient  had  alfo  a 
continual  hectic  fever  5  fhe  was  regular,  how¬ 
ever,  with  regard  to  hermenftrual  diicharge,  and 
indeed,  had  been  fo  all  along. 

44  Things  being  thus  cireumftanced,  I  placed 
my  only  hope  in  the  hemlock,  which  1  exhibit¬ 
ed  according  to  your  directions,  gradually  en~ 
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creafing  the  dofe,  till  the  patient  took  twenty- 
four  pills,  of  two  grains  each,  every  day ;  ap¬ 
plying,  at  the  fame  time,  a  cataplafm  com¬ 
pared  of  proper  antifeptics,  and  a  quantity  of 
hemlock  equal  to  all  the  reft  of  the  ingredients. 

“  By  which  means,  in  a  few  weeks,  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  fwelling  mortified ;  fo  that  it 
became  neceffary  to  diffedl  it  away  at  different 
times,  preferring  as  much  of  the  fkin  as  re¬ 
mained  found. 

<c  The  parts  underneath  appeared  found,  and 
afforded  good  matter ;  •  the  fmell  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  refembled  that  which  ufually  exhales  from 
gangrenous  fores. 

I  therefore  ordered  the  parts  to  be  dreffed 
with  digeftives  and  antifeptics ;  the  hemlock- 
pills,  in  a  fmaller  dofe,  to  be  continued  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  three  drams  of  the  peruvian 
bark  to  be  taken  every  day. 

££  In  a  (hort  time,  every  circumftance  feemedto 
promife  a  fpeedy  cure ;  and  then,  by  proper  drefs- 
ing  only,  the  fore  was  fo  far  healed  up,  that,  at 
prefent,  there  fcarcely  any  aperture  remains : 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  cure,  no  fungous 
flefh  was  generated ;  fo  that  now  fhe  feems  to 
be  entirely  certain  of  a  cure,  and  follows  her 
ordinary  bufmefs,  &c.” 

I  mu  ft.  here  publicldy  pay  my  acknowlege- 
ments  to  this  very  eminent  and  learned  profeffor, 
for  having  been  pleafed  to  favor  me  with  fuch 
a  curious  cafe. 

From  the  whole  hiftory  of  this  ailment,  prac¬ 
titioners  are  admirably  inftrudted  in  what  man¬ 
ner  the.  healing  art  ought  to  be  praftifed. 

For,  from  hence  it  appears,  we  ought  not  al- 
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ways  to  depend  on  any  Angle  remedy  ;  but,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  deflred  effedt,  fhould,  fome- 
times,  have  recourfe  to  topical  applications,  as 
well  as  internal  medicines;  and  fhould  add  to, 
or  diminish,  the  dole  of  thefe,  as  occafion  may 
require. 

It  is  therefore  neceflary*  a  phyfician  fliould 
duly  weigh  every  circumftance. 

Sometimes  too  the  art  of  furgery  muft  lend 
its  affiftance. 


The  very  learned  Dr.  John  Kolman,  one  of 
the  phylicians  of  the  army,  favored  me  with 
the  following  cafe : 

“  I  cannot  (fays  he)  fufficiently  commend  the 
virtues  of  the  extradl  of  hemlock. 

“  I  had,  among  my  other  patients,  a  foldier, 
who,  for  a  long  time,  had  complained  of  a 
large,  very  hard,  heavy,  painful  fwelling  in  the 
left  hypochondrium. 

“  At  length,  he  began  to  throw  up  whatever 
he  took  into  the  ftomach  ;  felt  a  fliarp  and  con¬ 
tinual  pain,  and  became  much  emaciated. 

“  He  had  a  ftrong  and  feverifh  pulfe ;  I  there¬ 
fore  ordered  him  immediately  to  be  blooded  ; 
the  moft  emollient  pultices  to  be  applied  ex¬ 
ternally,  and  oily  injection  to  be  given  :  I 
likewife  prefcribed  refolvent  decoflions,  with 
nitre  and  honey  ;  and  anodynes  to  be  taken  oc¬ 
casionally. 

“  By  thefe  means,  I  at  leaf:  flopped  the  fur¬ 
ther  progrefs  of  the  inflammation,  abated  the 
fever,  and  leflened  the  pain ;  but  the  fwelling, 
inftead  of  diminifhing,  rather  grew  larger  and 
harder ;  upon  which,  I  gave  him  whey,  with 
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fal  polychreft  and  honey ;  and  pills  made  of  Ve¬ 
nice  foap  and  attenuating  gums. 

a  But,  by  a  courfe  of  thefe,  he  received  ftill 
no  benefit. 

I  had  recourfe,  at  length,  to  the  extraCt  of 
hemlock,  which  he  took,  every  day,  to  the 
quantity  of  two  drams,  in  the  form  of  a  mix¬ 
ture  ;  by  which  means,  the  fwelling  gradually 
became  lefs,  and,  in  a  month’s  time,  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  degree  of  it  remaining  the  pa¬ 
tient  found  himfelf  extremely  well,  and  reco¬ 
vered  his  ftrength  and  health. 

iC  All  thofe  whohadfeen  this  patient,  and  were 
witneffes  of  fo  remarkable  a  cure,  greatly  ad¬ 
mired  the  fpeedy,  and  aknoft  unexpected,  good 
effedts  of  the  hemlock. 

c<  1  have  very  frequently  cured  inveterate 
fchirs,  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  which 
had  refilled  the  efficacy  of  all  other  medicines, 
by  the  internal  ufe  of  the  hemlock  alone.” 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Crampagna,  counfellor 
and  fir  ft  phyfician  to  his  ferene  highnefs  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  made  a  great  many  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  hemlock  at  Brufiels,  and  aimoft 
always  with  fuccefs. 

A  journey,  however,  wThich  this  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  was  obliged  to  make  to  Vienna,  prevent¬ 
ed  him  from  com  pleating  all  the  cures  himfelf. 

He  .was  pleafed,  however,  with  his  accuf- 
tomed  politenefs,  to  communicate  to  me,  while 
at  Vienna,  the  following  cafes  : 

“  A  woman,  forty-five  years  of  age,  had  been 
for  a  long  time  afflicted  with  a  fchir  in  her 
right  breaft,  about  as  large  as  an  hen’s  egg. 
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External  applications,  as  well  as  internal  me¬ 
dicines,  ordered  by  phyficians  and  burgeons,  did 
her  not  the  leaft  fervice ;  at  length,  I  prefcribed 
the  hemlock-pills,  gradually  increasing  the  dofe 
to  half  a  dram  a  day ;  a  puitice  of  hemlock, 
prepared  with  milk,  was  applied  externally. 

“  In  three  weeks  time  the  pains  went  off,  and 
the  fchir  feparated  into  feveral  Small  lumps. 

“  In  this  ftate  I  left  the  patient  when  I  fet  out 
for  Vienna;  by  the  fame  journey  I  was  prevented 
from  finishing  the  following  cure  : 

“  A  woman,  aged  fifty,  came  to  afk  my  advice 
for  an  ulcerated  cancer  which  She  had  in  her 
right  bread ;  fire  had  alfo  a  fchir  under  the 
arm-pit,  on  .the  fame  fide,  about  as  big  as  a 
walnut. 

“  I  immediately  prefcribed  the  hemlock-pills 
and  fomentation  :  I  applied  to  the  fchir  under 
the  arm-pit  the  plafter  of  hemlock,  and  dreffed 
the  cancerous  ulcer  with  pledgets  of  lint,  dipped 
in  a  decodtion  of  the  fame  plant. 

“  On  viliting  the  patient  at  the  end  of  fifteen 
days,  I  was  exceedingly  Surprized  at  the  great 
and  fudden  alteration  that  had  happened. 

<c  For  the  patient  had  now  a  good  appetite,  liept 
foundly,  nor  felt  any  further  pain  ;  the  even  of 
her  own  accord  obferved,  that,  from  the  taking 
of  this  medicine,  fhe  could  not  only  more  eafily 
perform  every  neceffary  fundtion,  and  had  ac¬ 
quired  bodily  Strength,  but  that  even  her  mind 
became  more  vigorous. 

“  The  fchir  under  the  arm-pit  was,  by  this 
time,  perfedtly  refolved. 

<£  The  cancerous  fore  difcharged  a  laudable 

matter, 
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**  By  means  of  the  pills  and  plafter  of  hem¬ 
lock,  by  friftions,  and  the  repeated  applicati¬ 
on  of  the  fleams  of  vinegar  to  the  part  affedted, 
I  entirely  difcufled  a  very  large  and  obftinate 
fchir,  with  which  a  girl,  of  thirteen,  was  arftidted, 
near  lier  left  ear. 

I  t  .  '  .*•  '4  -  '  x  : 

For  a  fchir  in  the  bread:,  I  advifed  a  wo¬ 
man,  thirty  years  of  age,  to  receive  the  fleams 
of  vinegar  upon  the  part ;  and  then  to  apply 
the  hemlock-plafter :  internally,  I  prefcribed 
an  ounce  of  the  extradl  to  be  made  into  pills 
of  two  grains  each  $  of  which  the  patient  was 
to  take  fifteen  every  day. 

“  I  imagined,  when  thefe  fhould  be  finifhed, 
another  box  of  them  would  be  neceffary  ;  in- 
ftead  of  which,  the  woman  returned  me  thanks, 
informing  me,  that  by  the  ufe  of  the  medicine, 
in  a  veryihort  time  fhe  had  been  perfectly  cured, 

A  woman,  aged  forty-fix,  had  an  ulcerated 
cancer  in  her  bread ;  the  progrefs  of  which  I 
flopped  for  feme  time,  by  giving  her  the  peru- 
vian  bark  in  powder. 

Befides  this,  the  breaft  was  entirely  fchirroirs, 
and  adhered  firmly  to  the  parts  underneath. 

The  very  eminent  Dr.  Manderlier,  counfellor 
and  principal  phyfician,  my  collegue,  like  wife 
law  this  patient. 

“  We  immediately  gave  her  the  hemlock-pills, 
which  Dr.  Manderlier  had  received  from  Vien¬ 
na  ;  we  alfo  applied  a  pultice  of  hemlock  over 
the  whole  breaft,  and  caufed  the  fore  to  be  dreffed 
with  pledgets  of  lint  dipped  in  a  ftrong  decodtion 
of  the  fame  plant. 

(<  In  a  few  days,  we  perceived  a  laudable 
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fuppuration  come  on ;  the  fchir  of  the  breaft 
grew  alfo  lefs ;  and  the  patient  fcarce  felt  any 
farther  pain. 

“  Before  I  fet  out  from  Bruflels  to  Vienna,  I 
faw  this  woman  in  a  good  way3  and  likely  to 
get  well. 

“  The  learned  Dr.  Manderlier,  in  a  letter  I 
received  from  him  a  few  days  ago,  informs  me, 
that  the  cancerous  ulcer  was  entirely  healed  up, 
and  the  fchirrous  cancerous  fwelling  of  the 
breaft  quite  difperfed. 

“  A  woman,  forty-five  years  old,  confulted  me 
concerning  a  fwelling  on  the  falfe  ribs,  larger 
than  a  man’s  fift. 

“  I  examined  this  fwelling  with  great  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  plainly  perceived  that  there  was  mat¬ 
ter  formed  in  it. 

“  Moreover,  one  of  the  falfe  ribs  was  thick, 
enlarged  and  prominent. 

“  The  good  effedts  which  I  had  often  feen  at¬ 
tend  the  exhibition  of  the  hemlock,  determined 
me  likewife  to  try  it  in  this  cafe. 

“  Befides  this,  I  ordered  gentle  fridtions,  the 
fleams  of  vinegar  to  be  applied  twice  a  day, 
and  the  fwelling  to  be  covered  with  hemlock- 
plafter. 

“  By  thefe  means,  I  faw,  with  great  joy,  the 
fwelling  difappear,  and  the  rib  reftored  to  its  na¬ 
tural  flate. 

€C  A  man,  whom  I  had  fometime  before  cured 
of  a  very  bad  fcurvy  by  the  means  of  antifcor- 
butic  medicines,  relapfed  again  into  the  fame 
difeafe. 

**  The  antifcorbutic  medicines  did  now  no  fer- 
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vice ;  the  difeafe  gained  ground ;  and  the  man’s 
life  became  in  danger. 

“  In  thefe  circumftances  the  extraft  of  hem¬ 
lock  was  exhibited ;  and  the  patient  perfectly  re¬ 
covered  from  this  defperate  fituation.” 

Mr.  Gambon,  counfellor  and  firft  furgeon  to 
his  ferene  hignefs  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  fa¬ 
vored  me  with  two  cafes. 

“  A  man,  aged  fifty,  had  for  fix  years  an  ulcer 
in  the  middle  and  internal  part  of  his  right 
leg. 

A  great  many  phyficians  and  furgeons  tried 
a  variety  of  means  to  effect  a  cure  of  this  ulcer, 
without  doing  it  the  lead  fervice. 

“  He  came  at  length,  in  the  month  of  March, 
1760,  to  a  Ik  my  advice. 

“  1  foon  difcovered  the  ulcer  to  be  cancerous. 

“  In  the  fpace  of  three  months,  I  prefcribed 
various  external  and  internal  remedies  to  this 
patient  5  and  I  cleaned  and  drefifed  the  ulcer 
myfelf. 

“  But  my  labor  and  my  (kill,  tho  applied 
with  diligence  and  care,  were  all  to  no  kind  of 
purpofe. 

ce  The  lips  of  the  ulcer  remained  fungous, 
livid,  callous ;  the  veins  thereabouts  were  all 
diftended ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  altered  for 
the  better. 

I  therefore  extracted  the  borders,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  ulcer  pretty 
deeply  ;  that  a  clean  and  frefh  wound  might  be 
thus  produced,  which  would  foon  heal  in  the 
ordinary  way. 

“  But  this  operation  was  as  vain  as  the  re- 
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medies  that  had  been  tried;  for  the  former 
evil,  notwithftanding  every  precaution  that  was 
taken,  appeared  a-new. 

“  I  then  confidered  this  ulcer  as  incurable ; 
and  fhould  have  difmilfed  the  patient,  without 
hopes  as  without  relief,  had  I  not  heard  that 
experiments  had  been  made  lately  at  Vienna, 
which  fhewed  that  hemlock  was  productive,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  of  wonderful  effeCts. 

“  I  therefore  immediately  prefcribed  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  this  plant ;  which  was  attended  with 
the  moft  happy  fuccefs. 

“  In  a  few  days,  I  was  rejoiced  to  fee  very 
fudden  alterations  for  the  better. 

“  Nor  did  any  bad  fymptoms  fupervene ;  and 
the  cancerous  ulcer,  hitherto  fo  obftinate*  was 
now  perfectly  cured  in  three  weeks  time. 

“  Before  this  man  had  employed  the  hemlock, 
he  complained  always  of  a  fharp,  fait,  corro¬ 
ding  fpittle ;  which  immediately  vanifhed  on 
the  adminiftration  of  the  hemlock  ;  and  the 
fpittle  became  natural,  inlipid. 

A  man,  aged  upwards  of  thirty,  had  a  mon- 
ftrous  fwelling  in  his  neck. 

“  The  moft  penetrating  vegetable  and  mine¬ 
ral  medicines,  tho  exhibited  in  very  confider- 
able  quantities,  and  for  a  long  continuance, 
were  found  to  be  of  no  benefit. 

“  The  ufe  of  hemlock  alone,  inwardly  given 
in  large  dofes,  foftened,  and  at  length  difperfed, 
this  obdurate  fwelling. 

Outwardly,  nothing  was  applied  except  a 

*  pi  after  of  die  fame  plant.” 
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Doctor  Kaifin,  who  pradtifes  phylic  with  great 
reputation  at  Liege,  mentions,  in  his  learned 
letter  to  me,  the  following  particulars :  * 

“  I  have  followed  exactly  the  method  you 
have  prefcribed,  and  always  begun  the  treat¬ 
ment  with  a  fmall  dofe.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  your  quedion,  whether  purgatives  are 
proper  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  hem¬ 
lock,  ought  to  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 

For  I  gave  to  my  patients,  every  week,  a 
purge ,  which  was  of  benefit  to  them. 

I  have  made  the  fame  obfervations,  during 
the  ufe  of  the  hemlock,  which  you  have 
defcribed;  1  have  feen  the  flan  change  to  red 
from  livid,  and  from  livid  to  the  natural 
color  ;  the  pains  were  abated  in  the  begin¬ 
ning;  and  at  length,  by  the  means  of  this 
plant  alone,  they  entirely  ceafed. 

“  The  word  ichor  became  good  pus ;  the 
fchirrotis  hardneffes  were  divided  into  leffer 
lumps,  which  gradually  fubfided  by  refolution ; 
or,  as  it  fometmies  happened  alfo,  were  con- 
fumed  by  fuppuration. 

A  man,  feventy-feven  years  old,  had  a  hard- 
nets  in  the  fcrotum  for  thirty  years  pad,  with¬ 
out  pain  ;  it  encreafed  by  degrees  ;  and  a  hy¬ 
drocele  '  fupervened. 

“  I  was  called,  and  found  that  the  fymptoms, 
confiderihg  the  patient's  age,  drongly  threatened 
death. 

“  I  defired  the  affidance  of  Mr.  Falife,  a  mod 
expert  furgeon ;  and  we  determined  to  ad- 
minider  the  hemlock  immediately,  and  out¬ 
wardly  to  apply  a  piader  of  galbanum. 

In 
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*c  In  a  fortnight’s  time,  every  thing  was  al¬ 
tered  for  the  better  ;  the  patient’s  countenance, 
which  had  hitherto  been  of  a  leaden  caft,  now 
recovered  its  natural  color;  his  ftrength  en- 
creafed;  his  appetite  returned;  and  the  fchirrous 
fwelling  began  to  fuppurate. 

“  We  made  no  opening,  but  waited  that  the 
fkin  fhould  break  of  its  own  accord. 

“  The  pus  blued  out  in  pdenty;  but  the  wa¬ 
ter  remained  behind. 

“  We  then  refolved  upon  the  pundture,  in  or¬ 
der  to  difcharge  the  water. 

“  Finally,  the  whole  fwelling  fuppurated  m 
the  moft  benign  manner ;  and  the  broken  fkin. 
joined  itfelf  to  the  right  tefticle. 

“  This  man  enjoys  at  prefent  perfect  health 
in  proportion  to  his  age. 

“  He  had  been  greatly  troubled  from  his 
youth  with  nephritic  pains. 

“  I  had  prefcribed  to  him,  for  the  fpace  of 
thirteen  years,  the  remedies  ufually  admini- 
ftered  in  fuch  cafes,  which  enabled  him  to  live 
with  eafe ;  but  his  urine  was  never  better 
than  common  pus  and  mucous  matter. 

“  But  now  iince  he  took  the  hemlock,  his 
urine  is  returned  to  the  natural  bate,  and  comes 
away  without  the  leaf!  inconvenience ;  feme- 
times  indeed  a  little  purulent  fediment  is  ob- 
ferved. 

**  As  I  found  that  hemlock  never  hurt  the 
health,  and  thinking  that  there  might  be 
feme  analogy  between  Mulas  of  the  anus  and 
thole  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  I  refolved  to 
try  this  plant  in  a  fiftula  of  the  anus,  which  I 
was  called  to  cure. 
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“  A  man,  of  fifty,  who  laboured  under  this 
complaint  thefe  four  years  paft,  and  to  whom 
I  had  perfuaded  the  neceffity  of  an  operation, 
which,  however,  he  neglected,  has  now  taken 
hemlock  thefe  three  months  :  the  pains  are 
much  abated  ;  and  the  flow  of  matter  is  con- 
fiderably  diminhhed.” 

That  accurate  phyfician,  John  vander  Belen, 
writes  thus  from  Bruflels  : 

“  I  can  now  relate  what  is  of  greater  confe- 
quence  than  all  the  reft  :  I  have  feen  excel¬ 
lent  effects  from  this  remedy  in  feveral  gouty 
cafes.. 

Outwardly  I  have  applied  the  hemlock 
boiled  in  milks  and  inwardly  I  have  given 
fufficient  dofes  of  the  extract,  diluted  in  forne 
mixture. 

“  By  the  means  of  this  plant  I  have  cured 
many  perfons  infected  with  the  itch  s  but  the 
cure  was  always  very  flow.  I  obferved  the  fame  in 
rheumatic  complaints. 

46  With  regard  to  a  beginning  cataract  in 
both  eyes,  I  have  adminiftered  this  remedy  to 
a  country  woman  thus  affedted,  whom  I  per¬ 
fectly  cured. 

“  But  this  was  the  great  point :  I  encreafed 
the  dofe  of  hemlock  even  to  fix  drams  of 
the  extract  every  twenty-four  hours,  upon 
this  condition,  however,  only ;  that  the  pati¬ 
ent  fhould  drink  after  it  confiderable  quanti¬ 
ties  of  an  infufion  of  the  tops  of  eye-bright, 
with  the  feeds  of  fweet  fennel  and  liquo¬ 
rice. 

“  This  woman,  from  the  twenty-fecond  of 

April* 
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April,  to  the  third  of  November,  1760,  took  of 
the  ext  raft  of  hemlock,  the  quantity  of  lixty- 
eight  ounces. 

<c  In  confumptions,  I  have  often  feen  ttie 
furprifing  efficacy  of  the  hemlock  ;  and  have 
reftored  perfons  by  its  means,  who  had  been 
entirely  defpaired  of. 

«  In  the  word:  cachedics,  in  whole  domachs 
too  great  quantities  of  mucous  and  glary  mat¬ 
ter  was  feparated,  this  extradf,  joined  with 
ftomachic  elixirs,  has  been  often  of  great  be¬ 
nefit;  where  other  medicines,  tho  continued 
for  a  long  time,  were  not  productive  of  the 
lead:  good  effect.” 

Herman  Gleifner,  a  celebrated  greek  phyfi- 
cian,  expreffes  himfeif  in  the  following  manner  : 

“  I  Jhall  now  relate  the  hidory  of  a  cancer 
which  I  have  cured  by  the  means  of  hem¬ 
lock. 

“  A  man  upwards  of  forty,  of  a  choleric  con  - 
ftitution,  had  for  fome  time  pad  the  glands  of 
the  groin  dwelled,  and  afterwards  painful  : 
thefe  his  barber  boldly  cut  away;  and  from 
the  wound  pure  blood  flowed,  without  the 
lead  mixture  of  pus  ;  a  great  pain  now  was 
felt  ;  and  by  the  application  of  various  cor- 
roflves,  and  much  lapis  infernaiis,  it  turned  to 
a  filthy  ulcer. 

“  After  an  entire  twelvemonth  fpent  in  ap¬ 
plying  remedies  of  every  kind,  the  patient, 
now  confined  to  his  bed  in  a  wretched  fili¬ 
ation,  called  at  length  for  my  affidance. 

“  I  found  an  ulcer  in  the  right  groin,  ex¬ 
tending  itfelf  downwards  near  the  anus,  and 
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towards  the  navel  upwards,  and  attacking  al¬ 
ready  the  fcrotum  and  the  yard. 

*£  Hie  retorted  lips,  the  cadaverous  ichor, 
the  great  pain,  the  frequent  bleeding,  and  the 
evil  continually  fpreading  beyond  the  power 
of  every  remedy  hitherto  adminiftered,  proved 
the  exigence  of  a  cahcer. 

“  I  confulted  with  Mr.  Buck,  a  very  dextrous 
ftirgeon,  and  inftrudtor  to  the  midwives  of 
this  place,  who  acknowledged  at  once  the  ul¬ 
cer  to  be  cancerous. 

“  I  therefore  prefcribed  the  hemlock  exter¬ 
nally  and  internally  ;  and  ordered  milk  and 
water  as  a  common  drink  for  this  patient, 
already  fo  exhaufted. 

“  The  firft  alteration  I  perceived  was  the  bad 
fmell  gone  oft  in  fome  days,  and  at  length 
pus,  Inftead  of  ichor,  in  the  ulcer. 

“  Near  the  lips  feveral  frnall  ulcers  afterwards 
appeared  ;  and  the  lips  themfelves  were  gra¬ 
dually  diffolved  in  a  furprizing  manner  ;  the 
whole  ulcer  was  foftened  more  and  more,  till 
at  3 aft  it  bore  every  appearance  of  a  frefh  and 
limple  wound.  In  four  months,  time  it  was 
perfectly  cured.” 

The  diligent  and  dextrous  furgeon  Roller 
wrote  me  the  following  letter  from  Bohemia  : 

4  4  A  woman  of  fix  and  thirty  perceived,  about 
a  year  ago,  a  lump  on  her  lower  lip,  about  the 
bienefs  of  a  lentile. 

o 

This  lump  gradually  encre-afed ;  and  when 
it  came  to  the  iize  of  a  filberd,  the  menfes  cea- 
fed,  the  Ik  in  about  the  fwelling  broke,  and 
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a  (harp  humor  was  continually  difcharged  from 
it. 

“  Various  external  remedies  were  applied;  but 
things,  notwithstanding,  grew  worfe  and  worfe 
every  day. 

“  This  patient  was  brought  to  me  in  the 
month  of  November,  1760;  I  found  the  ulcer 
cancerous  and  filthy ;  the  orbicular  mufcle  of 
the  lower  lip,  even  to  the  middle  of  the  fquare 
mufcle  of  the  chin,  was  eaten  away  by  the  can" 
cerous  exulceration. 

“  Each  corner  of  the  mouth,  and  efpecially 
the  right,  was  exeded  pretty  deeply,  to  the 
breadth  of  one  inch. 

“  It  was  really  difagreeable  and  naufeous  to 
behold  this  terrible  ulcer ;  its  lips  were  callous 
and  retorted. 

“  I  now  thought  ferioufly  of  the  amputation  ; 
but,  every  thing  confidered,  I  faw,  that  the 
wound  would  in  confequence  be  great,  which, 
from  the  neceffary  motion  of  the  neighboring 
mufcles,  could  never  afterwards  be  healed;  or, 
if  even  clofed,  a  moft  difagreeable  hollow  fhould 
(till  appear,  which  it  would  be  impoffible  ever 
to  repair. 

“  I  therefore  omitted  the  operation,  and  pre- 
fcribed  the  hemlock  in  the  following  manner. 

€f  From  the  beginning,  I  administered  every 
day  thirty-two  grains  of  the  extradt  diluted  in 
a  mixture. 

“  And  tho  I  obferved,  that  in  the  firft  eight 
days  the  pains  were  much  abated,  I  continued, 
however,  the  fame  quantity  of  hemlock  for  a 
month. 
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“  Outwardly  I  applied  fome  lint  fteeped  in 
the  following  liquid  : 

“  Take,  of  the  extra  d  of  hemlock,  two 
drams. 

Diffolve  them  in  a  pound  of  lime-water 
of  the  firft  infufion. 

“  I  dreifed  the  ulcer  in  this  manner  as  often 
as  I  found  the  lint  was  penetrated  by  the  fharp 
ferum  which  proceeded  from  the  cancerous 
ulcer. 

“  In  the  beginning  it  was  neceffary  to  drefs 
the  wound  feveral  times  in  the  fame  night. 

“  This  external  remedy  I  applied  during  the 
whole  treatment  ;  with  this  difference  only, 
that  in  the  laft  month,  when  I  faw  the  flefh 
had  grown,  and  the  ulcer  was  almoft  healed, 
I  decreafed  the  quantity  of  the  ex  trad  diffolved 
in  the  lime-water  from  two  to  one  dram. 

“  Before  the  concluiion  of  the  firfl  month, 
things  were  already  in  much  a  better  date ; 
the  difcharge  of  fpittle,  which  had  been  hi¬ 
therto  fo  copious  and  fo  conftant,  was  ended ; 
the  fanious  matter  was  changed  to  pus  of  the 
beft  kind ;  every  callofity  by  degrees  was  foft- 
ened  and  difperfed,  and  found  fleih  grew  up 
in  every  part ;  the  patient  flept  well;  had  a  good 
ftomach  ;  and,  what  was  of  the  greatefh  con- 
fequence,  the  monthly  terms  returned  to  her. 

“  I  then  diminifhed  the  dofe  of  the  hemlock- 
extrad ;  and,  in  the  room  of  thirty-two  grains 
a  day,  I  now  contented  myfelf  with  giving 
four  and  twenty ;  and  this  quantity  I  continued 
alfo  for  a  month. 

“  I  adminiilered  but  twelve  grains  daily  of  the 
extrad  during  the  third  and  laft  month  of  the 
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treatment  of  this  patient,  as  things  were  then 
in  the  moft  plealing  fituation ;  and  this  proved 
fufficient  to  produce  a  perfedt  cure. 

y  In  the  courfe  of  the  treatment,  I  ordered 
this  patient  to  be  purged  five  times,  with  the 
following  ingredients : 

“  Take,  of  jalap-root,  half  a  dram, 
of  cream  of  tartar,  ten  grains. 

((  Mix,  and  make  a  powder  for  one  dofe. 

“  She  was  always  worked  live  or  fix  times  by 
the  means  of  this  purgative. 

The  woman  was  extremely  poor ;  fo  that  it 

y  conjecture  the  diet  the  obferved, 
which,  indeed,  confifted  in  whatever  the  pity 
of  others  inclined  them  to  beftow  upon  her. 

As,  on  account  of  the  vehement  and  conti- 
nual  pains,  the  great  lofs  of  fpittle,  before  the 
ufe  of  the  hemlock,  fhe  was  become  entirely 
cache dtic  and  emaciated  ;  on  the  contrary,  af¬ 
ter  being  cured,  fhe  was  fat,  firm,  lufty, 
jftrong. 

And,  what  was  indeed  wonderful,  all  the 
parts,  which  had  been  eaten  and  confumed  by 
tne  cancerous  uicer,  were  totally  renewed. 

The  cicatrices  near  each  angle  of  the  mouth 
were  fo  neat  and  natural,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  obferved. 

Cs  The  lower  lip  recovered  a  proper  height, 
and  joined  itfelf  to  the  upper  with  the  utmofl 

eafe;  but  it  was  fomewhat  narrower  than  in  the 
natural  flateA 

This  was  really  a  great  cure  ;  and  Mr.  Roller 
deferves  much  praife  for  having  fo  well  fulfill¬ 
ed  the  employment  both  of  an  excellent  fur- 
geon  and  phyfician. 
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Experience,  judgment,  industry,  are  three 
great  points  in  the  healing  art. 

Surgeon  SebadianKaim  communicated  to  me 
a  cafe  of  a  girl  of  fourteen,  who  had  a  can¬ 
cerous  ulcer  in  her  left  bread;. 

“  This  ulcer  extended  from  the  ear  to  the 
middle  of  the  chin,  as  well  as  two  inches  be¬ 
low  it,  and  upwards  afcended  beyond  the 
cheek-bone. 

“  It  was  dreadful  to  behold  this  ulcer ;  for  all 
the  parts  were  corrupted  by  a  mod:  putrid  fa¬ 
mous  matter,  and  were  exeded  to  the  very  bone. 

“  Decodtions  of  various  kinds,  fomentations, 
plafters,  and  even  mercurials  and  antimonials, 
were  adminidered  to  no  effedi ;  and  the  evil 
perfifted  fpreading  wide  and  deep. 

“  But,  by  the  means  of  the  hemlock  taken 
inwardly,  and  a  fomentation  of  the  fame  plant 
outwardly  applied,  aperfedt  cure  endued.” 

The  learned  George  Hafenohrl,  phydcian  to 
the  fpanifh  military  hofpital  at  Vienna,  expredes 
himfelf  in  the  following-  terms : 

O  - 

I  have  had  frequent  occafion  of  making  ex¬ 
periments  on  patients  whom  I  attended  in  the 
hofpital  3  and  I  have  found,  that  hemlock  com¬ 
pletely  difpelled  hard  and  ancient  fwellings  of 
the  neck. 

Among  others,  a  foldier,  whofe  neck  was 
absolutely  ftiffened  by  large  fchirs,  againd: 
which  all  remedies  were  found  vain,  took  at 
lad  the  hemlock,  and  left  the  hofpital  perfedt- 
by  cured. 

I  have  cured,  by  the  means  of  a  long  conti¬ 
nued 
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nued  courfe  of  hemlock,  a  hidden  cancer  on 
the  left  bread:,  which  had  arifen  from  an  ex¬ 
ternal  caufe,  and  was  remarkable  both  in  hard- 
nefs  and  in  fize. 

“  In  fix  weeks  time,  by  the  means  of  hem¬ 
lock,  I  checked  the  progrefs  of  a  manifeft 
cancer  near  the  left  corner  of.  the  mouth, 
which  had  been  continually  fpreading  for¬ 
ward  ;  and  in  three  months,  by  perfevering  in 
the  fame  treatment,  the  cancer  was  entirely 
healed. 

“  I  have  feen  this  plant  more  than  once  of 
confiderable  efficacy  in  the  fpina  ventofa. 

“  In  malignant  ulcers,  and  in  the  word:,  in¬ 
veterate,  and  mofl  obftinate  itch,  I  have  applied 
this  remedy  with  full  fuccefs.” 

JofephQuarin,  an  excellent  phylician  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Brothers  of  the  Mercy,  and  counfel- 
lor  to  their  Sacred  Majefties,  relates  the  follow¬ 
ing  fafts. 

“  With  the  hemlock  alone  I  have  completely 
cured  feveral  perfons  afflidted  with  gouts  of  a 
long  ftanding,  or  with  rheumatifms,  who  had 
tried  feveral  other  remedies  without  any  kind 
of  benefit. 

“  In  gouty  dwellings  a  decoition  of  this  plant 
is  of  infinite  ufe,  if  the  part  affeited  be  bathed 
In  it. 

“  The  mod:  obftinate  fchirs  of  the  parotids* 
glands  of  the  neck,  and  thofe  under  the  arm¬ 
pits,  I  have  very  often,  by  the  means  of  the 
hemlock-extradt,  difpelled  with  cafe  and  ex¬ 
pedition. 

But  I  generally  gave  large  dofes  to  thofe  pa- 
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tients  from  the  beginning,  which  fometimes 
purged  them,  but  without  any  inconvenience ; 
and  outwardly  I  applied  to  fame  a  plafter  of 
hemlock. 

“  Among  the  reft,  a  deaf  man,  two  and 
thirty  years  old,  had  the  parotids  fchirrous  and 
aim  oft  of  a  ftony  hardnefs  ;  the  glands,  alfo, 
of  the  neck  were  fchirrous,  and  fo  large  and 
penetrating,  that  the  refpiration  was  rendered 
difficult  by  it. 

By  the  foie  ufe  of  the  extract,  and  the  fo¬ 
mentation  of  hemlock,  he  was  reftored  to  per¬ 
fect  health ;  all  his  fwellings  difappeared,  his 
hearing  returned,  and  refpiration  became  ea- 
fy  >  and  this  man,  hitherto  emaciated,  recover¬ 
ed  flefh  and  force  during  the  adminiftration  of 
this  medicine. 

((  I  have  found  the  hemlock  alfo  of  great  ef¬ 
ficacy  in  an  obftinate  cough,  attended  with  a 
flight  ulcer  of  the  lungs. 

“  I  have  checked  the  progrefs  of  cataracts  in 
two  perfons,  by  the  means  of  hemlock  ;  but 
I  did  not  obferve  that  it  caufed  any  decreafe  in 
either/* 

Leopold  Auenbrugger,  a  moft  vigilant  phyii- 
cian  of  the  hofpital  of  the  nations  in  Vienna, 
thus  acquaints  me  with  his  fuccefs. 

“  I  have  completely  cured  feveral  fcrophulous 
complaints  with  the  extract  of  hemlock  :  nor 

1 

do  I  think  it  neceftary  to  detail  thefe  cafes,  as 
the  excellence  of  this  remedy  in  fuch  diftem- 
pers  lias  been  fo  fully  proved  by  your  experi¬ 
ments,  and  fo  fatisfactorily  confirmed  by  thole 
of  others. 

One 
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One  hiftory,  however,  of  a  fcrophulous  dis¬ 
order,  well  deferves,  I  think,  to  be  related. 

“  A  foldier  having  a  hard  fwelling  in  the 
glands  under  the  jaw,  I  adminiftered  to  him 
the  extradt  of  hemlock,  according  to  the  me¬ 
thod  you  have  propofed. 

“  From  whence  the  patient  having  foon  re¬ 
ceived  confiderable  relief,  I  perfifted  in  the 
treatment. 

“  The  patient,  willing  quickly  to  recover 
health,  confidered  in  himfelf  that  this  might 
be  very  eafily  effedted,  by  taking  oftener  a 
greater  number  of  the  pills. 

“  Ignorant  of  this  man’s  intention,  I  ordered 
an  ounce  of  the  extradt  to  be  formed  into  pills, 
that  there  might  be  enough  for  Several  days. 

“  But  he,  eager  and  inconfiderate,  fwallowed 
the  whole  box  of  pills  in  one  day,  without 
any  other  pain  or  inconvenince  than  that  of 
going  to  ftool  above  fifty  times  in  the  fpace 
of  three  days ;  after  which  the  fwelling  was 
fo  leffened,  that,  except  very  fmall  traces  of 
hardened  glands,  nothing  remained  behind. 

<c  This  flout  young  man  had  not  as  yet  at¬ 
tained  his  fix  and  twentieth  year. 

“  In  cancerous,  malignant,  gangrenous  ulcers, 

I  have  often  adminiftered  the  hemlock-extradt 
with  the  greatefl  fuccefs.  1 

“  I  have  obferved  mortified  flefh  feparated 
from  the  found  much  fooner  by  its  means  than 
by  the  peruvian  bark. 

“  I  have  completely  cured  a  manifeft  cancer 
in  the  bread;  of  a  woman  with  child,  who  was 
delivered  foon  after  of  a  very  healthy  infant. 
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“  The  bread,  however,  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
Its  fize,  and  the  inconvenience  of  the  cicatrice, 
was  rendered  incapable  of  being  given  to  the 
child, 

“  But  it  fucked  heartily  the  oppodte  bread, 
and  became  vigorous  and  healthy/' 

The  learned  Jofeph  Henry  Collin,  my  col- 
legue  in  the  Pazmarian  hofpital  at  Vienna,  be- 
fides  many  experiments  on  various  vegetables, 
feldom  hitherto  adminidered,  which  he  has  tried 
with  great  and  furprifing  fuccefs  in  the  mod 
difficult  cafes,  a  candid  account  of  which  he 
intends  to  communicate  to  the  public  in  the 
third  volume  of  the  medical  year ;  has  alfo  made 
the  following  obfervations  concerning  hemlock. 

— — —  “  Large,  ancient,  painful  fchirs  about 
the  parotids,  under  the  arm-pits,  in  the  neck, 
the  breads,  and  other  parts,  by  the  ufe  alone, 
inwardly  and  outwardly,  of  hemlock,  I  have 
di delved,  di  dp  el  led. 

“  I  have  feen  many  famous,  fpreading,  can¬ 
cerous,  obdinate  ulcers  perfectly  healed  by  it; 
as  well  as  feveral  very  penetrating  ddulas  com¬ 
pletely  cl  ode  d. 

“  Large  dwellings  about  the  knees,  which 
other  phydicians  and  furgeons  declared  incu¬ 
rable,  Mr.  Haffner  and  I  have,  by  the  means 
of  hemlock,  totally  difperfed. 

<6  The  motion  of  the  joint,  as  well  as  the  ule 
of  the  foot,  returned  with  full  freedom ;  and 
even  the  feet,  which  had  been  before  emacia¬ 
ted,  upon  the  abfence  of  the  dwelling,  reco¬ 
vered  their  former  drength  and  fize. 
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u  When  we  found  matter  fluduating  in  the 
fwelling,  we  laid  it  open  with  the  knife. 

We  walked,  feveral  times  a  day,  the  fiftu- 
las  and  finufes  in  thefe  fwellings,  with  a 
ftrong  'infufion  of  the  hemlock,  and  conftant* 
ly  applied  a  warm  pukice  of  the  fame  plant. 

“  A  purge  was  likewife  ordered  in  thefe  cir~ 
cumftances. 

vc  In  this  manner  we  have  cured  the  moft 
defperate  diforders. 

“  But  if  the  bones  about  thefe  joints  were 
corrupted  and  totally  corroded,  we  could  not 
reftore  them  to  their  natural  condition ;  fo 
that,  upon  the  difperlion  of  the  fwelling,  e- 
very  patient  did  not  recover  the  motion  of 
the  joint,  tho,  as  to  all  other  fymptoms,  he 
received  infinite  relief,  and  found  his  flrength 
encreafed. 

“  Several  of  thefe  patients  were  cachedic, 
and  began  to  wake  away  remarkably,  when 
the  hemlock  was  adminiftered,  which  in  a 
fhort  time  put  an  end  alfo  to  thefe  complaints. 

Some  of  our  mod  famous  furgeons  were 
unwilling  to  open  the  fwellings,  thinking  the 
patient  would  die  before  the  operation  was 
over. 

“  They  contented  themfelves,  therefore,  with 
recommending  fuch  fwellings  to  be  covered  with 
a  hare's  Ikin,  and  thus  abandoned  thefe  patients 
to  their  fate. 

<c  But  the  fad  is  this  j  that  from  fwellings 
opened  in  this  manner,  lymph  iffued  out  in 
conf  derable  quantities  ;  a  continuance  of  which 
might  certainly  prove  fatal  to  the  patient. 

“  The  furgeons  found  hitherto  no  method  of 
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flopping  this  difcharge,  and  healing  the  wound 
they  had  made. 

“  But  Mr.  HafFner  and  I  applied  to  the 
wound  pledgets  of  lint  moiftened  in  an  infu¬ 
fion  of  hemlock ;  and  inwardly,  I  gave  the 
extract  with  new  milk  ;  and  thus  we  pre- 
ferved  every  patient. 

Among  other  cafes,  one  is  particularly 
worthy  to  be  remarked,  of  a  young  girl  eight 
years  old,  who  had  a  large  lymphatic  fwell- 
ing  in  the  right  thigh  for  three  years  paft. 

“  This  fwelling  continually  encreafed;  the 
girl  fell  into  a  hedtic  fever,  became  emaciated, 
languid,  and  on  the  point  of  death. 

“  The  phyficians  had  abandoned  her ;  and 
the  oldeft,  moft  experienced  furgeons  were  ab- 
folutely  againft  opening  the  fwelling. 

Neverthelefs,  the  learned  Mr.  HafFner  and 
I,  to  whom  great  fuccefs  had  infpired  great  con¬ 
fidence,  refolved  to  try  the  hazardous  expe¬ 
riment. 

“  Mr.  HafFner  performed  the  operation  in 
my  prefence ;  and  four  quarts  of  fharp  ferum 
were  difcharged. 

*c  We  difcovered  many  deep  finufes  and  fiftu- 
las,  which  rendered  the  cafe  ftill  more  diffi¬ 
cult. 

“  By  the  inward  ufe  of  hemlock,  by  injedti- 
ons  made  with  the  infufion  of  this  plant,  and 
pledgets  of  lint  applied  which  were  moiftened 
in  the  fame  infufion,  we  cured  this  girl  com¬ 
pletely  in  a  few  weeks. 

“  From  this  inftance  it  appears  how  much 
the  ignorance  of  phyficians,  or  of  furgeons,  may 
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contribute  fometimes  towards  abridging  a  pa¬ 
tient’s  life  as  well  as  how  much  true  medical 
knowledge  may  conduce  to  lengthen  it. 

“  If  we  had  not  laid  open  the  fwelling,  if 
proper  remedies  had"  not  been  adminiftered, 
this  girl  would  mod  certainly  have  died  in  a 
few  days. 

“  Many  fcabby,  gouty,  rheumatic  complaints* 
which  no  other  remedies  could  alleviate,  I  have 
happily  cured  by  hemlock  inwardly  and  out¬ 
wardly  applied ;  and,  in  this  manner,  to  dif- 
fened  rigid  limbs  I  have  reftored  their  ancient 
liberty  of  motion. 

<c  A  woman,  quite  emaciated,  had  her  left 
bread  much  encreafed  in  fize,  and  hardened  to  a 
fchir,  which  gradually  changed  into  fungous, 
cancerous,  penetrating  ulcers ;  an  exceffive  (harp, 
famous,  cadaverous,  copious  matter  iffued  from 
them ;  and  gnawing  (hooting  pains  rendered 
both  day  and  night  anxious  and  uneafy  to  her. 

“  The  fymptoms  were  all  fo  bad,  and  the 
patient’s  date  fo  very  weak,  that  fcarce  any  hope 
of  cure  remained. 

“  Neverthelefs,  by  the  extract  given  inwardly, 
and  the  outward  application  of  the  pultice,  this 
patient  was  entirely  freed  both  from  the  fchir- 
rous  fwelling,  and  from  the  running  cancer. 

“  The  glands,  alfo,  under  the  arm-pits  of  the 
left  fide,  were  alfo  become  fchirrous  and  pain¬ 
ful. 

“  This  patient  drank,  during  the  treatment, 
confiderable  quantities  of  milk  diluted  with 
pure  water,  or  fome  emollient  decodtion. 
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“  Laurence  Gaffer,  a  celebrated  profeffor  of 
anatomy.  Dr.  Crampagna,  phyfician  to  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  the  dextrous  furgeon  Cam-, 
bon,  Mr.  Leber,  and  others,  faw  this  perfon,  at 
firft  almoft  defperately  difordered,  and  after-* 
wards  completely  cured. 

“  I  was  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  men  fo  emi¬ 
nent  in  their  profeftion  do  me  the  honor  fome- 
time  to  pay  a  vifit  to  my  hofpital,  and  exprefs 
themfelves  in  terms  which  marked  their  fatisfac- 
lion  at  the  many  furprifing  cafes,  happily  cured, 
which  they  had  an  opportunity  of  ebferving  there.’ ' 

That  diligent,  perfpicuous  furgeon,  and  ex^ 
cellent  operator,  Mr.  Ferdinand  Leber,  has  taken 
confiderable  care  in  trying  experiments  concern¬ 
ing  hemlock  ;  and  thefe  are  his  remarks  : 

<e  A  woman  of  five  and  thirty  had,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  bruife,  her  right  breaft  very  much 
fwelled  and  hard. 

She  took  various  remedies  without  effeeftj 
a  great  pain  at  laft  tormented  her  y  and  the 
nipple  mortified,  and  fell  off. 

This  woman,  befides,  was  pregnant. - 

As  foon  as  the  came  to  me,  I  gave  her  hem- 
lock-pills,  and  outwardly  I  applied  a  plafter  of 
diachilon  ;  the  pains  foon  afterwards  abated. 

In  a  month  the  breaft  was  better ;  but  the 
patient  complained  of  a  giddinefs  of  the  head, 
©ppreflion  of  the  breaft,  and  want  of  deep  y 
but  as  thefe  fymptoms  proceeded  from  a  ple^ 
thora,  fo  they  were  greatly  mitigated  by  a  fin- 
trie  bleeding. 

O  O* 

**  The  ninth  week  after  (he  firft  took  the  pills, 
ihe  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

During 
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During  her  lying-in  file  condantly  took  the 
pills,  and  had  the  plafter  of  diachilon  out¬ 
wardly  applied ;  the  infant  continued  healthy, 
and  fucked  the  bread:  that  was  found  ;  the 
one  which  was  fwollen  decreased  in  fize  at  the 
end  of  the  third  month  ;  and  the  ulcer  about 
the  nipple  tended  to  fuppuration. 

“  The  fourth  month,  a  quantity  of  blood  if- 
fued  from  the  nipple  ;  the  difcharge  was  Hop¬ 
ped  by  applying  agaric  of  oak  to  the  fungus. 

“  Things  were  continually  growing  better. 

“  The  fifth  month,  I  applied  externally  a  fo¬ 
mentation  of  equal  parts  of  hemlock  and  the 
flowers  of  elder. 

“  The  eighth  month,  this  woman  was  com¬ 
pletely  cured. 

A  man,  fixty-one  years  old,  of  a  fcorbutie 
conditution,  had,  in  confequence  of  a  bruife, 
a  fivelling  in  the  right  cheek,  which  I  difcuff- 
ed  by  antifcorbutic  medicines,  together  with 
hemlock-pills. 

* 

<e  An  old  woman  of  feventy-five,  upon  being 
affrighted  felt  a  pain  in  her  left  bread:,  which 
loon  after  fwelled. 

“  She  applied  all  over  the  bread;  fome  frefh 
butter,  which  encreafed  the  dwelling  and  the 
pains. 

“  Various  remedies,  which  £he  afterwards 
tried,  afforded  her  no  relief. 

“  On  her  defiring  my  afliflance,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  adminidered  to  her  eight  hemlock-pills 
a  day  3  and  outwardly  |  applied  a  plader  of  the 
fame  plant, 
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“  In  the  fpace  of  one  month,  the  pains  en¬ 
tirely  ceafed,  and  the  fwelling  leffened. 

“  By  a  continuation  of  the  pills,  encreafing 
gradually  the  dole,  the  bread:  was  redored  to 
the  natural  date  by  the  fixth  month, 

se  I  gave  fifteen  pills  a  day,  for  above  half  a 
year,  to  a  young  girl  of  eleven,  whofe  neck  was 
entirely  fcrophulous ;  but  as  fhe  had  found  no 
benefit,  Ihe  difcontinued  obeying  my  directions, 
and  fought  the  advice  of  other  furgeons  and  phy- 
licians. 

“  Receiving,  however,  no  relief  from  any  of 
thefe,  £he  returned  again  to  me. 

“  I  ordered  her  a  fecoed  time  the  pills, 
drinking  after  them  an  infufion  of  the  flowers  of 
elder  and  of  mullein. 

“  In  confequence  of  this  treatment  fhe  was 
cured  in  four  months  time. 

“  Another  young  girl,  who  had  for  feveral 
years  a  cancer  in  the  point  of  her  nofe,  was  per^ 
feCtly  cured  by  the  pills  of  hemlock. 

“  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  in  this  cafe, 
that,  upon  firft  taking  the  pills,  fhe  vomited 
frequently,  and  had  a  loofenefs. 

But  afterwards  fhe  became  able  to  fwallow 
pretty  large  dofes  of  the  pills  without  the  lead 
inconvenience. 

“  A  woman,  fixty  years  of  age,  who  had  a 
cataraCt  in  each  eye,  recovered  perfeCt  fight  by 
the  means  of  the  hemlock  in  five  months. 

u  A  man  of  forty  was  afflicted  with  a  gutta 
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ferena  after  an  acute  difeafe ;  no  remedies  were 
found  of  fervice. 

“  I  then  prefcribed  to  him  hemlock-pills  ; 
lie  began  to  perceive  the  light  in  three  months 
time,  and  to  have  fome  little  glimmering  of 
fight. 

“  The  tenth  month,  he  already  went  a  journey 
of  about  a  dozen  miles  without  a  guide  ;  but  he 
could  not,  however  yet,  fee  things  diftindlly. 

“  The  fixteenth  month,  by  the  ufe  of  hem¬ 
lock  alone,  he  was  reftored  to  perfedt  fight. 

“  A  woman,  aged  forty,  had  a  running  can¬ 
cer,  for  two  years,  in  the  lower  eye-lid  of  the 
right  eye. 

“  I  admlniftered  to  her  the  hemlock-pills ; 
and,  in  the  day-time,  I  applied  to  the  part  a  fo¬ 
mentation  of  the  fame  plant. 

“  In  the  fourth  month  jfhe  was  entirely 
cured. 

A  man  of  four  and  forty  was  troubled,  for 
four  years  paft,  with  a  very  virulent  gonorrhea  ; 
loft  his  ftrength,  and  wanted  reft  as  well  as  fleep, 
on  account  of  a  hedtic  fever  which  grew  worfe 
every  evening, 

“  The  moft  efficacious  remedies  in  fimilar  ca¬ 
fes  were  tried  to  no  purpofe  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance ;  even  fuch  as  are  deemed  fpecifics  in  this 
diforder,  only  contributed,  by  being  long  ad- 
xniniftered,  to  bring  on  a  flow  confumption. 

“  I  therefore  prefcribed  the  extradt  of  hem¬ 
lock,  and  the  infufion  of  elder-flowers  with 
milk. 

In  a  few  days  the  complaints  abated ;  the 
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ftrength  encreafed ;  the  appetite  returned ;  and 
reft  was  obtained  at  night. 

“  In  the  fixth  month,  in  confequence  of 
this  Ample  treatment,  the  patient  recovered ; 
was  plump  and  ftrong. 

“  A  woman  of  thirty  felt,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  a  fudden  fright  in  her  lying-in,  a  violent 
pain  in  her  right  breaft,  which  afterwards  red¬ 
dened  and  became  hard. 

“  She  was  always  growing  worie,  notwith- 
Handing  a  multitude  of  medicines  that  were 
adminiftered  to  her. 

“  When  (he  came  to  me,  I  found  the  breaft 
entirely  fchirrous ;  and  a  little  below  the  nip¬ 
ple  I  perceived  a  fofter  fpot,  where,  from  the 
fluctuation,  I  judged  the  purulent  matter  to 
lie  concealed. 

“  I  then  applied  a  fomentation  of  equal  parts 
of  hemlock,  flowers  of  elder,  and  mullein. 

In  a  few  days,  that  part  broke  which  I  had 
found  foft ;  and  a  confiderabie  quantity  of  pus 
MTued  from  it. 

“  The  reft  of  the  breaft,  however,  remained 
hard  and  painful. 

“  Keverthelefs,  the  fame  fomentation  having 
been  diligently  applied,  and  the  pills  prefcribed, 
regularly  fwallowed,  the  breaft  entirely  ioft- 
ened,  and  was  cured. 

“  This  woman  had  alfo,  for  three  years  paft, 
a  fwelling  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  which 
became  fo  painful  when  the  monthly  terms 
were  approaching,  that  the  patient,  extremely 
weakened,  was  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  for 
forne  days. 
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“  But  by  the  pills  being  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  half  a  year,  fhe  was  totally  freed 
from  this  pain,  and  fwelling  ;  her  menfes 
flow  at  prefent  unaccompanied  with  the  leaft 
inconvenience ;  and  fhe  appears  to  be  in  ex¬ 
cellent  health. 

“  A  man  of  two  and  thirty,  was  abfolutely 
emaciated,  weak,  cacheftic,  in  confequence 
of  fwelled  and  fchirrous  tefticles,  and  an  in¬ 
veterate  gonorrhea. 

“  I  adminiflered  to  this  man,  the  hemlock- 
pills  for  five  months ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  he  perfectly  recovered,  and  was  cured. 

“  A  woman  thirty-four  years  old,  perceived, 
after  a  fright,  a  hardnefs  in  her  breaft,  which 
was  encreafing  conftantly  in  fize,  and  a  pain 
that  was  becoming  continually  more  violent.  3 

“  On  taking  the  hemlock,  fhe  found  herfelf 
relieved  immediately ;  and  by  a  continuance 
of  it  for  two  months  and  a  half  fhe  was  com¬ 
pletely  cured. 

“  A  virgin  of  feventeen  had  a  running  can¬ 
cer,  tho  not  a  very  large  one,  in  her  left 
breafl ;  and  in  both  her  feet  were  filthy  ulcers. 

“  The  breaft  I  cured,  by  the  means  of  hem¬ 
lock  alone,  in  three  months ;  but  to  heal  the 
ulcers  of  the  feet,  two  months  more  proved 
necefiary. 

“  I  prefcribed  a  purge  every  three  weeks. 

“  A  woman  of  four  and  twenty  had,  for 
two  years  paft,  an  ulcerated  cancer  in  her 
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bread,  for  which  fhe  took  many  remedies, 
without  receiving  the  lead  relief. 

“  By  the  means  of  the  pills  taken  inwardly, 
and  the  fomentation  outwardly  applied,  of 
hemlock,  (lie  was  entirely  cured  in  the  fpace  of 
feven  months. 

i 

“  A  woman  aged  forty  had,  for  many  years 
pad,  her  left  bread  hard  and  fwollen ;  and  fe¬ 
ver  al  round  and  very  painful  fch-irs  were  about 
the  nipple. 

“  Pladers,  fomentations,  ointments,  were 
outwardly  applied  for  a  long  continuance  ;  a 
variety  of  medicines,  prefcribed  by  various  phy- 
ficians,  were  taken  inwardly ;  and  all  without 
effedt. 

“  I  then  gave  her  the  hemlock,  which  re- 
dored  her  in  feven  weeks  time. 

<c  To  a  man,  who  had  a  cataradl  in  each  of 
his  eyes  for  a  year  before,  I  gave,  by  de¬ 
grees,  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  corn  fpirits, 
with  corrolive  fublimate  ;  which  produced  but 
little  effect  fo  that  the  patient  refuted  to  take 
it  any  longer. 

<£  1  therefore  had  recourfe  to  the  hemlock ; 
and  having  now  taken  it  about  four  months,  he 
walks  alone,  and  can  diftinguifh  colors. 

££  A  man  forty-four  years  old  had,  from  a 
former  gout,  his  left  bread  fwollen,  hard,  and 
» 

ivers  remedies  were  applied  to  no  effedt. 

“  He  then  took  forne  hemlock,  which  com- 

pletely  cured  him  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks. 

(( 


painful 

“  D 


A 


CHAPTER  III. 


*39 

*c  A  virgin  of  feventeen  felt,  in  confequence 
of  a  repelled  itch,  a  pain  about  the  articulation 
of  the  thigh,  and  afterwards  limped. 

“  She  took  federal  different  medicines,  and 
went  to  the  waters  of  Baden  ;  but  could  not 
find  relief,  and  was  even  become  cachedtic  and 
emaciated. 

“  I  prefcribed  the  hemlock  ;  and  the  whole 
habit  of  her  body  was  immediately  altered  ; 
file  felt  now  lefs  pain,  and  was  no  longer  lame. 

“  From  hence,  I  have  fome  grounds  to  hope, 
file  will  be  entirely  cured  in  a  fhort  time. 

“  A  man  forty-eight  years  old  had,  for  a  long 
time  pafi,  a  fpreading  cancer  in  the  lower  eye-lid 
of  his  left  eye. 

Outwardly  I  applied  the  infufion,  and  in¬ 
wardly  I  gave  the  pills  of  hemlock ;  and  thus 
this  cancer  was  completely  healed. 

“  An  old  woman  of  feventy  had  a  continual 
pain  and  fwejling,  for  above  a  year,  in  the  left 
hypochondrium. 

“  I  ordered  her  the  hemlock;  and  in  half  a 
year  both  pain  and  fwelling  ceafed. 

u  Toa  boy  of  eleven,  in  a  very  cachectic  ftate, 

I  adminiftered  eight  pills  daily  of  the  hemlock- 
extradt,  which  cured  him  in  a  fhort  time. 

"  I  have  feveral  perfons  yet  under  cure,  who 
are  afflidted  with  cancers,  lchirs,  cataradts,  gut- 
ta  ferena,  malignant  ulcers,  cachexy  and  other 
diforders ;  whom  I  entertain  great  hopes  of 
reftoring  to  perfedt  health,  as  relief  has  been 
already  found  in  alL  155  Others 
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**  Others  I  have  met  with,  to  whom  hem¬ 
lock,  tho  adminiftered  for  a  conftancy  in  confi- 
derable  dofes,  had  not  done  the  leaf!:  fervice. 

“  Three  women  troubled  with  cancers  in  the 
bread:,  could  find  no  real  benefit  from  the  hem¬ 
lock  ;  nor  indeed  from  any  other  medicine  ;  and, 
after  languifhing  fome  time,  died. 

One  of  thefe  was  carried  off  by  a  too  fre¬ 
quent  hemorrhage ;  the  other  two  died  con¬ 
sumptive.” 

Alexander  Engelberg,  who  formerly  prac- 
tifed  phyfic,  with  great  fuccefs  and  reputation 
for  feveral  years,  in  the  abbey  of  Neuberg  near 
Vienna,  and  is  now  a  very  celebrated  medical 
practitioner  at  Conftance,  has  fent  me  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations  which  he  has  made  con¬ 
cerning  hemlock. 

“  A  man  of  fixtyhad  been,  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  his  life,  affedted  with  various  fymptoms 
of  the  venereal  diftemper ;  till  at  length  he 
was  quite  exhaufled  and  decayed  ;  his  urine  was 
fetid,  purulent,  and  came  away,  for  feveral 
years  pafc,  amidft  violent  pain  and  ftranguries. 

The  remedies  ufualiy  beneficial  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  were  rather  hurtful  in  this  inftance. 

I  prefcribed  therefore  to  him  the  hem¬ 
lock,  beginning  by  fmall  dofes. 

Two  months  are  now  elapfed  fince  this 
treatment  was  begun ;  and  his  ftrength  is  al¬ 
ready  reftored  ;  his  appetite  encreafed  ;  his  fleep 
found ;  and  the  urine  natural,  unattended  with 
ftranguarv  or  pain  V 
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“  A  woman,  of  forty  odd  years  old,  w^as  for 
fome  time  vaftly  fubjecft  to  bleedings  in  the 
womb. 

“  At  length,  a  fetid,  ichorous  matter  iffiued 
from  the  womb,  accompanied  by  a  violent  and 
continual  burning,  gnawing  pain. 

“  This  matter  was  not  feldom  mixed  with 
ftreaks  of  blood. 

<c  I  tried  feveral  remedies,  of  which  fome 
promifed  fuccefs  at  firft ;  and  the  matter  be¬ 
came  lefs  malignant ;  but  the  pains  perlifted 
equally  fevere ;  nor  was  the  patient’s  ftrength 
encreafed,  or  appetite  returned ;  the  matter  be¬ 
gan  again  to  fmell  as  ill  as  ever. 

“  Hence  I  was  induced  to  try  the  hemlock- 
extract. 

“  In  the  beginning,  the  matter  became  much, 
more  fetid ;  but  the  pains  abated  in  a  few  days. 

“  After  perfevering  in  the  ufe  of  hemlock- 
pills  for  a  few  weeks,  the  pains  entirely  ceafed  ; 
the  patient  flept  foundly ;  ate  heartily  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally,  fhe  fully  recovered  force  ;  and  the  matter 
proceeding  from  the  womb  was  thin,  limpid, 
and  without  fmell. 

“  Soon  after  a  few  drops  only  were  difcharged 
without  the  leaf!  inconvenience,  and  the  woman 
appeared  well ;  the  had  no  complaints ;  her 
ftrength  was  good,  as  well  as  her  appetite,  and 
digeftion  ;  die  urined  freely,  and  had  proper 
ftools  without  difficulty  or  pain. 

“  I  attended  a  young  man  who  was  ftruck 
feveral  times  in  the  week  with  a  moft  terrible 
epilepfy ;  the  medicines  moft  boafted  to  procure 
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benefit  in  this  difeafe  were  found  to  be  ineffica¬ 
cious  in  the  prefen t  inftance. 

I  therefore  adminiftered  to  this  patient  con- 
fiderable  dofes  of  the  hemlock-extradt  for  the 
fpace  of  a  month  ;  in  a  little  time  the  violence 
of  the  fits  decreafed ;  and,  at  length,  their  re¬ 
turn  was  expected  in  vain. 

“  He  has  been  now  in  perfect  health  for  fe- 
veral  months  ;  he  is  adtive,  ftrong,  and  his  mind, 
which  was  before  difordered  and  confuted,  is 
now  ferene,  and  capable  of  conducing  him  in 
all  the  affairs  of  life, 

££  A  young  man  of  four  and  twenty  had,  for 
feveral  years  paft,  fuch  large  fchirs  all  over  the 
neck,  and  the  neighboring  parts  fo  ftiffened, 
that  the  head  could  be,  by  no  means,  moved 
about, 

“  This  young  man  I  completely  cured  with 
the  plafter  and  the  pills  of  hemlock. 

“  Various  furgeons  and  phyficians  had  tried 
a  multitude  of  medicines  for  this  perfon  with¬ 
out  procuring  him  the  leaft  relief. 

1 

“  In  the  fame  manner  I  have  completely 
cured,  in  a  fhort  time,  a  virgin  of  twenty,  who 
had  confiderable  fchirs  about  the  ears,  under  the 
law,  and  all  around  the  neck.” 

/  '  1 

Sylvefter  6  Hara,  a  celebrated  phyfician  of 
Prague,  confulted  me  on  the  following  cafe  : 

“  A  lady,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  perceived  a 
fchir  in  her  breaft  for  fome  years  paft ;  but,  as  it 
can  fed  neither  pain  nor  inconvenience,  fhe  fought 
no  remedy  again  ft  it, 
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**  About  nine  months  ago  fhe  married ;  went 
on  feveral  journeys  ;  and  conceived  with  child. 

“  Her  bread:  then  began  to  fwell,  grow  harder, 
and  give  pain  ;  its  color  changed  ;  the  veins  be¬ 
came  diftended  ;  her  nights  were  palled  with 
little  reft. 

“  Outward  applications  only  contributed  to 
make  the  bread:  grow  worfe. 

“  The  phyficians  and  the  furgeons,  who  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  vifited  this  patient,  declared  her 
cafe  incurable ;  and  forbad,  exprefsly,  to  apply 
any  medicine  whatfoever  to  it ;  well  knowing, 
that  this  hidden  cancer  would  thus,  at  length, 
be  opened,  and  bring  on  death.” 

She  was  in  this  ftate,  when  dodior  6  Hara  was 
confulted. 

But,  as  die  was  then  with  child,  this  prudent 
phylician  chofe  not  to  prefcribe  the  hemlock 
without  afking  my  advice. 

Upon  which,  he  wrote  to  me  to  fend  him  my 
opinion. 

As  I  had  feen  this  plant  adminiftered  to  feve¬ 
ral  pregnant  women  with  the  greateft  fuccefs, 
and  without  the  lead:  inconvenience,  I  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  to  try  it  alfo  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance. 

He  thought  proper  to  purfue  the  advice  I 
gave  him  and,  in  confequence  of  it,  he  wrote 
to  me  fince  the  following  letter : 

“  The  importance  of  the  fubjedt  would  indeed 
require  a  more  accurate  and  minute  detail  of  the 
diforder,  concerning  which  I  wrote  to  you.  Sir, 
the  twenty-feventh.  of  July  laft. 

“  But  from  this  I  was  precluded  by  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  other  patients,  who  have  fubjedted 
4  themfelves 
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themfelves  to  my  care,  and  by  the  diftarrce  at 
which  lives  from  Prague  the  lady  now  in 
queftion. 

“  Not  being  able,  therefore,  to  fatisfy  you  en¬ 
tirely,  by  a  very  full  and  circumftantial  hiftory 
of  the  whole,  I  hope  you  will  accept  thofe 
obfervations  only,  which  at  feparate  intervals 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  make. 

<(  On  receipt  of  your  epiftle  about  three  months 
ago,  I  changed  my  refolution  ;  and,  according  to 
your  directions,  I  prefcribed  two  pills,  of  two 
grains  each,  to  be  taken  every  morning  and  e- 
vening. 

“  But  perceiving  that  this  dofe,  adminiftered 
for  fome  time,  had  hitherto  been  productive  of  no 
effeCt,  I  ordered  double  the  quantity  to  be  given 
daily. 

**  This  was  continued  for  feveral  weeks,  but 
not  as  yet  to  any  proper  purpofe  ;  every  thing 
rather  became  worfe,  and  feemed  more  defpe- 
rate ;  the  fwelling  and  the  hardnefs  were  en- 
creafed  5  the  pain  was  become  exceffive ;  the 
livid  color  tended  towards  black  ,*  and,  in  a 
word,  there  was  every  fymptom  that  could  prove 
the  exiftence  of  a  hidden  cancer. 

“  In  fo  difficult  and  dangerous  a  fituation,  I 
could  fee  nothing  more  expedient  than  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  dofes. 

I  therefore  ordered  four  and  twenty  grains 
of  the  hemlock-extraCl  every  day ;  and  a  fo¬ 
mentation  of  the  fame  plant  to  be  diligently  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  part  affected. 

All  thefe  were  repeated  daily,  for  upwards 
of  a  month. 

“  On  my  return  to  her  houfe,  the  fifth  week 
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almoft  expired,  I  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  find 
every  thing  in  a  moft  promifing  and  fair  con¬ 
dition. 

“  The  fize  of  the  bread:  was  reduced  to  one 
fourth,  which,  upon  handling,  I  found  was  di- 
voided  into  ieveral  fmall  lumps. 

“  The  blackifh  hue  was  changed  to  the  na¬ 
tural  white  complexion  ;  file  fcarce  complained 
of  any  pain ;  and,  what  is  very  worthy  of  remark 
in  this  practice,  file  bore  a  plentiful  bleeding  of 
the  piles  without  any  lofs  of  ftrength. 

“  Fully  now  convinced  of  the  incomparable 
efficacy  of  the  hemlock,  I  neither  added  nor 
took  away  from  the  treatment  hitherto  perfued ; 
but  infilled,  that,  by  a  continuance  of  the  fame 
means,  a  perfedt  cure  would  undoubtedly  be 
performed. 

“  This  lady  is  now  preparing  for  a  journey 
to  Vienna,  where  you  will  hear,  from  herfelf, 
this  account  confirmed.” 

The  travelling  and  motion  of  the  coach  made 
her  bread:  grow  fomewhat  worfe. 

She  therefore  fent  for  my  affiftance  as  foon  as 
itie  arrived. 

I  found  the  bread  almoft  double  the  fize  of  a 
man's  fift,  hard,  of  a  purple  color  here  and 
there,  but  not,  however,  very  painful ;  the  veins 
were  diftended;  the  patient’s  ftrength  was  good. 

I  advifed  her  to  apply,  continually,  a  fomen- 
tation  of  the  hemlock;  to  confine  herfelf  to  her 
bed,  in  order  to  be  quiet ;  and  to  fwallovv  every 
day  four  and  twenty  grains  of  the  hemlock-ex¬ 
tra  61. 

She  chearfully  followed  my  dire6tions  in 
every  point ;  and  the  bread  recovered,  in  a  very 

T  few 
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few  days,  its  natural  color,  and  was  fofter,  fm all* 
er,  and  more  moveable. 

The  bed:  figns  of  pregnancy  were  obferved ; 
nor  was  there  the  lead:  difturbance  of  any  of  the 
operations  of  nature. 

The  bread:  was  almoft  every  day  growing 

Her  time  was  expired  the  third  week  after 
her  arrival  at  Vienna,  and  the  was  delivered  of 
a  fat,  fair,  female  infant. 

Every  body  was  curious  and  impatient  to 
perceive  whether  a  long  continuance  of  the 
hemlock  had  not  hurt  the  child. 

But,  as  I  foretold,  all  things  were  found  in 
the  moil  favourable  date. 

Soon  after  the  was  brought  to  bed,  the  bread:, 
being  handled  fomewhat  roughly,  began  ap^ain 
to  give  her  pain:  the  next  day  it  reddened, °and 
dwelled  to  a  great  degree ;  was  purple,  after¬ 
wards  grew  livid ;  and  feparated  into  feve- 
ral  lefler  lumps,  which  difcharged  a  fharp  cor¬ 
roding  ferum.  It  was  judly  apprehended  that 
the  fkin,  which  was  extremely  tender,  fhould 
break,  and  a  malignant  running  cancer  be 
confequently  formed. 

A  great  pain  was  felt  from  the  bread:  up  to 
the  fhoulder,  and  all  along  the  right  arm. 

The  two  firft  days  of  her  lying-in,  the’ hem¬ 
lock  v/as  not  adminidered  either  outwardly  or 
inwardly. 

'  ^"he  lochia  flowed  in  proper  quantities. 

The  third  day,  the  fymptoms  in  the  bread 

being  very  bad,  a  pultice  or  hemlock  was  ap¬ 
plied.  •  , 

By  this  means  the  pains  wrere  abated  in  a  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  time,  and  the  lividnefs  of  the  fkin  disap¬ 
peared  that  very  day ;  the  fize,  however,  and 
hardnefs  of  the  bread;  /till  perilled  great  ;  nor 
was  there  any  alteration  in  the  lumps,  which 
threatened  a  rupture. 

The  hemlock-pultice  was  diligently  applied 
alfo  in  the  night. 

The  fourth  day,  things  were  Hill  the  fame, 
except  the  pains,  which  were  augmented. 

The  fifth,  the  patient  began  to  take,  morning 
and  evening,  five  pills  of  two  grains  each. 

The  pains  were  decreafed  considerably ;  fome 
of  the  lumps  fubfided ;  and  the  jfharp  corroding 
ferum,  which  oozed  out  thro  the  Ikin,  was  no 
more  perceived. 

The  fixth  day,  things  were  again  fomewhat 
better. 

The  Seventh,  fhe  returned  to  four  and 
twenty  grains  a  day  of  the  extrad;  and  a 
pultice  alfo  was  applied  of  hemlock,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  offenfive  fmell  occafioned 
by  it,  the  patient,  finding  its  good  effeds,  bore 
with  great  conftancy  and  refignation. 

All  things  relating  to  the  lying-in  pro¬ 
ceeded  profperoully ;  the  infant  was  in  perfed 
health. 

Every  fourth  or  fifth  day  we  encreafed  the 
dofe  of  pills. 

In  three  weeks  time,  by  the  ufe  of  the  pul¬ 
tice  and  the  extrad,  the  bread:  was  reduced  to 
the  fize  of  a  man’s  fill. 

The  color  was  natural ;  the  pain  was  gone ; 
the  ftrength  was  good ;  and  the  arm  was  freely 
moved. 
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.  From  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  week  an 
entire  dram  of  the  extradfc  of  hemlock  was  given 
daily  to  the  patient,  who,  (ho  very  delicate  and 
tender,  perceived  no  inconvenience  from  fo  large 
a  dofe,  and  was  in  a  good  way. 

In  this  manner  the  lying-in  happily  proceed¬ 
ed  y  and  when  concluded,  there  yet  remained 
a  fchirrous  hardnefs  in  the  bread,  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  walnut,  which  w7as  moveable  up 
and  down. 

Whatever  remained  befides  this  little  lump* 
which  was  not  as  yet  redored  to  the  natural  date, 
was  not  hard,  but  pady.  ' 

This  lady  was,  at  prefent,  very  well,  having 
recovered  her  ftrength,  her  appetite,  and  deep! 

By  degrees  fhe  took,  at  length,  four  fcruples 
of  the  extradl  of  hemlock  every  day  ;  and  a 
pultice  of  the  fame  plant  wras  condantly  applied 
during  the  whole  night,  and  in  the  morning, 
but  laid  afide  in  the  afternoon,  that  then  fhe 
xnight  go  into  the  open  air  for  the  fake  of  exer- 
cife,  and  enjoy  the  company  of  thofe  who  could 
not  bear  the  difagreeable  fmell  of  hemlock. 

I  alfo  liked  this  method,  as  it  gave  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing,  by  degrees,  how  the  bread 
would  be  without  a  puitice.  1 

But  I  perceived  no  ill  accruing  from  it. 

The  tenth  week,  the  fize  of  the  bread  was 

very  fmalli  but  the  lump  perfided  dill  almod 
unaltered. 

V  •  . 

Even  tills,  however,  gradually  became  fibrous 
^nd  unequal,  wnich  gave  me  hopes,  that,  in 
procefs  of  time,  it  may  be  totally  difcufied. 

Glandular  fchirrous  portions,  thus  feparated, 
?rP  fome times  very  flow  in  being  difperfed  ; 

4  but. 
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but,  by  perfevering  in  the  proper  ufe  of  hem-* 
lock,  they  are  at  laft  refolved  and  difappear ;  or,  if 
they  are  moveable  and  have  relifted  every  effort, 
and  exhaufted  every  hope,  they  may  be  ex¬ 
tracted  by  art,  if  necelfity  requires  it. 

This  lady  had  her  monthly  terms  a  fecond 
time  lince  her  lying-in,  without  any  inconve¬ 
nience  and  in  fufficient  quantity  ;  her  health  was 
good  flic  had  now  the  perfeCt  ufe  of  her  right 
arm,  which  had  been  hitherto  weak,  and  unfit  for 
any  long  continuance  of  motion ;  ftie  went  into 
the  open  air  ;  ufed  divers  exercifes ;  and  found 
no  hurt  to  her  breaft  from  any. 

Her  hufband  was,  at  this  time,  obliged  by 
his  employment  to  undertake  a  considerable 
journey  in  cold,  rough  weather. 

He  was  defirous  to  have  along  with  him  his 
wife,  who  was  truly  worthy  of  efteem  and 
love. 

The  friends,  and  the  acquaintance,  but  above 
all,  ibrne  weak  women,  who  were  fo  many  doc- 
toreffes,  endeavored  to  difliiade  this  excellent  lady 
from  thinking  of  travelling  on  this  occafion. 

I  thought,  however,  every  thing  confidered, 
that  the  journey  could  not  hurt  her ;  and  with¬ 
out  minding  the  objections  that  were  made,  of 
which  to  take  any  notice  would  be  eqdlefs  and 
abfurd,  I  perfuaded  her  to  accompany  her  huf¬ 
band. 

The  journey  was  performed  fuccefsfully ;  they 
both  arrived  at  the  place  defigned,  in  perfeCt 
health.  -  f  b 

Nothing  good  or  evil  happened  to  the  breaft  ; 
every;  thing  continued  in  the  fame  ft t nation . 

I  therefore  make  no  doubt  but  that  fhe  will 
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bow  return  to  the  external  and  internal  ufe  of 
hemlock,  that  what  ftill  remains  may  be  to¬ 
tally  difperfed. 

During  the  lying-in  this  patient  was  under 
the  care  of  DocStor  Keftler,  a  very  eminefit  prac¬ 
titioner,  and  one  of  the  principal  phyficians  to 
the  emprefs-queen. 

But  the  firft  danger,  and  the  firft  threaten- 
ings  of  a  cancer,  were  overcome  by'  the  cele¬ 
brated  doctor  Sylvefter  6  Hara  at  Prague ;  to  him, 
therefore,  the  greateft  praife  is  due,  and  the  fin- 
bereft  thanks  deferve  to  be  returned. 

For,  moft  undoubtedly,  this  diftemper  would 
have  killed  both  the  mother  and  the  child,  if 
attention  had  been  paid  to  the  advice,  or  appli¬ 
cation  made  of  the  remedies  which  vagabonds 
and  quacks  are  offering  every  day  for  the  cure 

fuch  complaints. 

The  infant  is  now  in  its  feventh  month,  and 
very  healthy. 

Hence  does  it  not  appear,  that  hemlock  is  a 
tnoft  innocent  medicine,  which  neither  is  hurt?, 
ful  to  pregnant  women,  or  to,  the  burden  which 
they  carry  ? 

yy - - — * — — -rr * — — - — ■  — — ■ 

CHAPTER  IV. 
COROLLARIES. 

COrollary  I.  The  hemlock  does 
not  diffolve  the  blood  into  a  putrid 
colliquation. 
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I  hare  ordered  feveral  to  be  blooded,  who  had 
taken  this  plant  in  large  dofes  for  a  long 
continuance  ;  and  found  the  blood  well  colored, 
and  of  the  bed  confidence. 

Dr.  Kedler  having  blooded  a  lady  of  quality, 
a  little  before  fhe  was  brought  to  bed,  who  had 
taken  the  hemlock  during  feveral  months  of  her 
pregnancy;  we  both  obferved  the  blood  perfedt- 
ly  refembling  that  of  thehealthied  perfons. 

John  \  an  Woenfol,  a  celebrated  practitioner 
at  Harlem,  maue  the  fame  obfervation  on  a  wo¬ 
man,  to  whom  he  had  given  the  hemlock  for 
feveral  months. 

I  have  lately  prefcribed  a  bleeding  to  a  coirn- 
tefs,  who  is  my  patient,  and  who  has  now  taken 
the  extrafir  of  hemlock  thefe  two  months  paid  ; 
her  blood  was  perfectly  coherent,  and  in  a  more 
natural  date  than  before  this  treatment  was  be¬ 
gun  ;  for  then  it  was  fibrous,  and  covered  with 
a  thick,  mucous,  variegated  coat. 

I  call  to  witnefs  anyphyfician  or  furgeon  who 
has  made  the  experiment,  whether  he  has  ever 
obferved  otherwife  than  good  blood  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  proper  ufe  of  the  hemlock-plant. 

Corollary  IL  if  lie  hemlock  does 
not  bring  on  con  bumptious. 

To  thofc  who  have  confidered  the  cafes  rela¬ 
ted  by  others,  and  by  me,  it  mud  clearly  ap¬ 
peal,  that  the  patients  who  had  taken  hemlock 
recovered  their  former  drength,  and  became  fat, 
indy,  vigorous. 

By  the  means  of  hemlock,  noflurnal  fweats 
aie  very  often  flopped,  the  appetite  is  encreafed, 
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the  digeftion  is  improved,  the  various  functions 
are  reftored  :  why,  therefore,  fhould  a  confump- 
tion  be  fappofed  to  follow  ? 

The  excellent  Leopold  Erndl,  counfellor  of 
health,  was  very  imeafy  at  the  great  number  of 
boys  and  girls  who  died  in  his  hofpital  of  a 
fcrophulous  confumption. 

He  adminiftered,  for  feveral ,  years,  with  the 
greateft  induftry,  a  variety  of  medicines  for  this 
diforder  but  could  by  no  means  check  its  pro- 
grefs. 

He  therefore  tried  the  hemlock  in  large  doles ; 
things  wore  immediately  a  better  afpedb  ;  the 
children,  who  had  been  hitherto  ftupid,  fear¬ 
ful,  cachedtic,  emaciated,  wer e  now  become 
hearty,  fat,  and  ftrong ;  and  the  fchirs  of  the 
glands  were  gradually  difcuffed. 

This  learned  gentleman  has  very  often  po¬ 
litely  invited  me  to  his  hofpital,  where  he  fhew- 
ed  me,  with  great  pleafure,  the  wonderful  ef- 
fedts  which  the  hemlock  had  produced  on  a 
multitude  of  boys  and  girls,  and  even  on  the 
moft  tender  infants. 

For  the  fake  of  experiment,  I  have  adminifter¬ 
ed  this  plant  to  feveral  perfons,  for  one,  two, 
three  years,  and  upwards,  who  are  to  this  day 
healthy,  ftrong,  adtive,  and  capable  of  doing 
any  buftnefs. 

Corollary  III.  The  hemlock  does 
not  hurt  the  fight. 

And  indeed  I  have  often  perceived  the  contra¬ 
ry  effedt  from  it  on  my  patients. 

For  feveral  among  them  had  their  eyes  ob- 

fcured. 
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fcured,  continually  running  or  fmarting  from  a 
perpetual  flow  of  iharp  tears,  and  were  obliged, 
befide,  to  make  ufe  of  fpedtacles ;  but,  on  ta¬ 
king  hemlock  for  fome  time,  thefe  vices  of  the 
eyes  were  mended ;  and  feveral  patients  were 
enabled  to  layafide  their  ipeftacles. 

Corollary  IV.  The  hemlock  does 
not  take  away  the  power  of  procreation. 

I  vifited  a  foldier,  whom  I  cured,  in  two 
months  time,  by  a  plentiful  ufe  of  hemlock,  of 
fchirrous  fwellings  of  the  glands  under  the  jaw, 
as  alto  of  the  king’s  evil  in  hrs  neck. 

He  departed  the  hofpital  completely  cured, 
and  in  perfect  health  ;  but  returned  in  a  fort¬ 
night  with  a  moft  virulent  gonorrhea,  which  he 
corifefTed  that  he  had  contracted  the  day  after  he 
left  the  hofpital. 

By  the  means  or  a  hydragogue  purgative  eve- 
ry  eight  days,  by  a  conftant  ufe  of  the  decodlion 
of  burdock-root,  and  the  pills  of  hemlock,  I 
cured  the  foldier  of  this  virulent  and  obftinate 
gonorrhea  in  about  five  weeks. 

Other  men,  who  had  taken  the  hemlock  in 
large  quantities  for  a  long  continuance,  I  have 
fciupuloufly  examined  upon  this  head,  requeu¬ 
ing,  as  a  matter  of  importance,  that  they  told 
the  truth. 

But  they  all  declared  folemnly  to  me,  that 
the  vigor  of  nature  was  not  in  the  leaft  impaired; 
nay,  even  fome  aflured  me  they  had  perceived  an 
^Iteration  for  the  better  alfo  in  this  article. 
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A  man  of  fixty-fix  years  old,  and  paralytic, 
had  taken  hemlock  for  fix  months,  and  in  fo 
great  a  dofe,  that  for  nine  weeks  he  fwallowed 
every  day  a  dram  and  a  half  of  the  extradt. 

Among  other  good  effedts  which  this  remedy 
produced,  he  told  me,  of  his  own  accord,  that 
nature  had  lain  dormant  in  him  for  the  twelve 
years  preceding ;  but  that  at  prefent,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  taken  hemlock,  it  awakened, 
and  returned  to  him  with  all  the  vigor  and  adti— 
vity  of  a  man  of  thirty. 

The  wives  of  thofe  to  whom  much  hemlock 
had  been  adminiftered,  I  have  examined  on  this 
fubjedt,  with  the  decency  and  ferioufnefs  beco¬ 
ming  a  phyfician  ;  they  all  feemed  fatisfied,  and 
confirmed  me  from  their  confcience,  that  they 
never  found  their  hufbands  enfeebled  by  the  ufe 
of  hemlock. 

I  behaved,  upon  thefe  occafions,  with  great 
gravity  and  circumfpedtion. 

But,  in  order  not  to  rely  entirely  upon  others 
in  this  article,  I  determined  to  try  upon  myfelf, 
whole  constitution  is  not  decayed,  the  effect  of 
hemlock  in  the  prefent  inftance,  taken  in  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity. 

I  perceived  in  confequence  no  other  change, 
than  fo  me  what  a  more  copious  difcharge  of  urine, 
much  a  better  appetite,  greater  adiivity  and  fpi- 
rits,  with  a  full  enjoyment  ot  my  wonted  vigor. 
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May  tlie  hemlock  be  lafely  given  in 
fchirs  of  the  lower  belly  ? 

Many  have,  not  without  reafon,  apprehended, 
that  a  fuppuration  might  be  thus  excited,  to 
which  a  mortal  tympany  would  enfue. 

But  I  can  affert  from  multiplied  experience,  that 
I  have  difperfed  feveral  fchirs  in  the  belly  ;  that 
I  have  often  cured  the  dropfy,  which  came  in 
confequence  of  fchirrous  vifcera  in  the  abdo¬ 
men  ;  nor  did  a  fuppuration  or  tympany  ever 
fupervene. 

In  women, indeed,!  have  frequently  feen  purulent 
matter  iffue  from  the  womb,  and  fchirs  confe- 
quently  difcuffed  ;  in  this  cafe  I  judged  that  the 
matter  diffolved  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  found 
out  a  proper  paffage,  and  fought  a  natural  dis¬ 
charge  . 

The  learned  Doctor  Collin  has  alfo  prefcribed 
with  me  the  fame  medicine  in  hardnefles  of  the 
belly,  which  he  never  found  to  be  without 
good  effedt ;  nor  did  he  ever  perceive,  that  from 
it,  any  ill  arofe. 

But  as,  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  a  fuppu¬ 
ration  is  brought  on  by  the  ufe  of  hemlock, 
reafon  dictates  the  fame  may  happen  alfo  in  the 
belly  5  this,  however,  fhould  not  deter  a  good 
phyfician  from  employing  it. 

C  A  U  T  IONS. 

I  Have  related  feveral  cafes,  in  which  the 
hemlock  is  beneficial  5  I  do  not,  however 

pretend 
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pretend,  that  we  are  to  rely  always  on  this  plant 
alone. 

Other  remedies  muft  alfo  fometimes  accom¬ 
pany  the  hemlock. 

It  will  he  neceffary  for  the  phyfician  judici- 
oufly  to  follow  the  refpeCtive  indications. 

The  furgeon  muft  alter,  add,  and  take  away, 
according  as  reafon,  founded  on  experience, 
dictates. 

Several  perfons,  who  have  read  my  firft  effay 
on  this  fubjeCt,  have  underftood  my  opinion 
wrong,  thinking  I  offered  this  remedy  as  uni- 
verfal,  to  the  world,  and  alone  fufficient  in 
every  cafe. 

But  this  was  far  from  my  intention. 

This  only  I  affirm,  that  hemlock  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  effects  which  the  mod  boafted  fpe- 
cifics  are  unable  to  perform. 

That  it  cureth  cancers,  is  a  faCt  I  have  feen, 
and  of  which  I  am  convinced  by  a  multitude 
of  experiments  ;  nor  do  I  from  hence  affert, 
that  it  is  effectual  againft  every  cancer;  nor, 
that  from  the  hemlock  alone  is  the  whole  cure 
always  to  be  expeCted. 

If  out  of  an  hundred  patients,  whom  other 
phylicians  have  defpaired  of  and  abandoned, 
1  can  prefer ve  even  one,  I  am  fatisfied ;  but  the 
number  of  perfons  reftored  to  perfeCt  health, 
is  far,  indeed,  fuperior. 

Mercury  cures  the  venereal  diforder ;  but  is 
it  always  proper  ?  does  it  always  cure  ?  are  there 
not  thoufahds  killed  by  this  diforder  ? 

The  peruvian  bark  is  a  fpecific  for  the  ague  ; 
and  yet  there  are  inftances  where  it  is  not  of 

fervice 
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fervice  ;  how  many  are  there  not,  where  even  it 
is  hurtful  ? 

Are,  therefore,  fuch  remedies  to  be  neg¬ 
lected,  and  accounted  ufelefs  or  pernicious  ? 

Skilful  phyficians  will  give  the  fame  account 
of  all  other  iuppofed  fpecifics. 

If  there  are  perfons,  who  on  account  of  their 
particular  conftitution,  or  from  a  complication 
of  fymptoms,  cannot  fupport  the  hemlock,  let 
fuch  refrain  from  taking  it. 

If  the  fymptoms  require,  alfo,  other  medi¬ 
cines,  why  may  not  they  be  adminiftered  to¬ 
gether  with  this  plant  ? 

Purgatives  are  often  neceftary. 

Sometimes  it  may  be  proper  alfo  to  order  a 
bleeding. 

In  plethoric  difpofitions,  hemorrhages  fhould 
not  fuddenly  be  flopped ;  for  to  fuch  patients 
they  agree  much  better,  than  artificial  bleed¬ 
ings. 

In  weak  confutations,  on  the  contrary,  the 
agaric  of  the  oak  muft:  immediately  and  ef¬ 
fectually  be  applied. 

The  agaric,  however,  fhould  be  only  fixed  to 
the  fpot  from  whence  gufhes  out  the  blood ; 
extended  over  the  entire  ulcer,  or  the  wound, 
it  is. pernicious,  and  often,  indeed,  fatal. 

In  fome  cafes,  cooling  antiphlogiftic  reme¬ 
dies  are  indicated  as  well  as  the  hemlock. 

This  happens  rnoft  in  the  gout  and  rheu- 
matifm. 

Sometimes  emollients,  digeftives  fome  times, 
and  Cometimes  aftringents,  are  required. 

The  knife  muft  now  and  then  alfo  be  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed,  in  giving  the  matter  a  difcharge,  which 
I  have  often  obferved  in  the  fpina  ventofa  ;  in 
order  that  the  carious  and  corrupted  parts 
may  be  feparated  from  the  found. 

A  fungous  cancer  muft  alfo  be  fometimes 
extrafted  with  the  knife. 

But  leaft,  in  fimilar  cafes,  a  relapfe  fhould 
happen,  the  hemloqk  ought  to  be  employed, 
which  is  fufficient  to  prevent  it. 

It  happens,  in  many  inftances,  that  the  cal¬ 
lous  lips  of  cancers,  or  even  fungous  cancers 
themfeives,  are  confumed  by  the  means  of  the 
following  remedy  alone  : 

Take  of  the  plant  of  hemlock,  two  drams 
and  a  half, 

of  honey  of  rofes,  three  ounces. 

Thefe  ingredients  are  to  be  fpread  on  pled¬ 
gets  of  lint,  and  being  applied  to  the  part  af- 
fefted,  are  to  be  renewed  as  often  as  prudence 
fuggefts  to  be  neceffary. 

When  a  judicious  phyfician  joins  with  an 
expert  furgeon,  in  endeavoring  to  cure  defperate 
diforders,  they  frequently  make  furprizing 
cures. 

But  if  they  difagree,  or  are  ignorant  of  the 
proper  treatment,  the  patient  muft  neceflarily 
fuffer  or  expire. 

If  women  will  but  difcover  their  complaints 
as  foon  as  they  perceive  them,  and  phyfici- 
ans  prefcribe  the  hemlock  a  proper  time ;  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  in  forne  years  we 
fhould  meet  but  with  very  few  cancers  of  the 
breaft. 


The 
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The  hemlock  never  requires  a  ftrid:  regimen 
to  be  obferved. 

*  It  allows  every  thing  which  the  ftomach  ea- 
fily  digefts,  and  which  is  capable  of  becoming 
proper  nourifhment. 

Nor  is  wine  forbid,  or  acids  hurtful  when 
taken  in  a  moderate  quantity. 

And,  indeed,  every  phyfician  knows  already 
what  is  fuitable  to  his  patient,  and  what  perni¬ 
cious. 

There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  univerfal  law. 


The  END. 
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